


its nuclear facilities and entered the stage of denuclearization. Nonetheless, if the US decides
to "manage both North and South Korea not through North Korea's denuclearization but the
supervision of nuclear weapons" the Lee administration's unilateral diplomacy and security
policy will have nowhere to stand. The new government should not be oblivious of the fact
that the consistent sustenance of the reconciliation and cooperation policy will be pivotal in
promoting South Korea's diplomatic power. Building up mutual military trust and arms
reduction have already been referred to as general tasks to be accomplished between North and
South Korea, but the Lee government has not yet shown any clear arms reduction formulas to
establishing peace in the Korean peninsula. Considering the military balance between the two
Koreas, North Korea's prior denuclearization will be hard to accomplish without arms
reduction.

The humanitarian issue brought up by the Presidential Transition Committee in the task report
as one of the main tasks to be dealt with is in principle, going in the right
direction. Nonetheless, if the new government has the underlining intention of linking
humanitarian aid together with solving humanitarian problems, it may not be able to achieve
concrete results as expected. It is necessary bringing attention to the issue-of human rights in
North Korea, but if it uses the strategy of exhibiting. criticism toward the North, actual
promotion of human rights may be another story. Strengthening human rights diplomacy and
opening up an arena f(;fv(iiz;ibgue on human rights issues between the two Koreas is meaningful
in its own right. But more importantly, the Lee administration should be well aware that
dealing with human rights issues is closely linked with solving problems of arms and military
conflict in the Korean peninsula. Otherwise, the policy will only conclude as yet another
ineffective 'politics of human rights.'

In the government task report little insight can be found of a progressive North Korean policy
enhancing relations between North and South Korea or no further vision of unification is
given. It can only be read as the new government's compulsive behavior to break and
differentiate itself from the past administration. Instead of obliterating past traces, it should
review the prior policies toward the North implemented in the past decade and take the positive
sides and improve what's still to be mended. Thus the new South Korean government should in
general respect the agreements concurred in the past and if there need to be any changes to be
made, open up space for dialogue with the North instead of breaking the contract unilaterally.

In addition, based on the Law on the Advancement of North and South Korean relations'
passed in 2005 which was also agreed by the Grand National Party (Hannara-dang), the new
government should establish a long term advancement plan, based on a coherent and sustainable
North Korean policy. As North and South Korean relations expand, the intervention and

participation of each government sector is inevitable. New agendas and tasks concerning North
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Korea will have to be divided and coordinated and policies in preparation for unification and
human resources development promoted. In this process the role and importance of the

ministry of Unification will multiply.
Tasks ahead for the new Lee government on Peace and Unification Policies

The Lee government may perceive North-South Korean collaboration a result of the
resolution of the North Korean nuclear issue, but in truth, cooperation between the two Koreas
should be promoted in the same lines with the denuclearization process and use it as a driving
force in the establishment of trust and economic community leading to peace and
unification. Therefore, wisdom and collaborative mind is in greater need than ever in the area
of North and South Korean cooperation. But giving the position of unification minister to
someone publicly neglecting the joint agreement, an outcome of North and South Korean
cooperation, or continue suspending talks with North Korea amidst North Korea-US talks linger
on, or not being able to read the changing political lines in the United States all portray the
ineffectiveness of the new administration's ideology of unilateralism ner does it add up
positively to national interest. It is concerning to see president Lee's unilateralism lack a grand
strategy and hide its focusless policies in the back and drive North Korea to the comer with the
logic of good and evil, another name for moral realism. o

In short, Lee Myung Bak's government should base its North Korean policy with an objective
assessment of the existing policies and 1) present a clear policy aim and direction in the
establishment of a peace regime and inter-Korean economic community, 2) revolve the North
Korean nuclear issue along with the promotion of relationé between the two Koreas, 3) link the
prior to the enhancement of coexistence and mutual prosperity in North East Asia, and lastly 4)
carry out side by side the fostering of dialogue and cooperation between North and South Korea,

gather public opinion and civic participation.
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