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Many say tragedy began with Blue House’s intention to stop Roh’s political revival

While Blue House denies directly targeting Roh, a GNP official
acknowledges investigation as part of a plan to curb Roh‘s
political activities

i d
National Assembly Speaker Kim hyung-o is turned away from Roh’s funeral service
by citizens in Bongwha Village located in South Gyeongsang Province, May 24, 2009.

“They tortured him, dragging it on for so long.”

This is from the fulminations of a ruling Grand National Party (GNP) figure over the
suicide of former President Roh Moo-hyun on Saturday. These words demonstrate a
sense of shame regarding Roh’s subjection to uncalled-for pressure as the “audit
situation” dragged on for some ten months from the time the National Tax Service
had started its audit of Taekwang Industrial Chairman Park Yeon-cha in late July
2008 through the prosecutors' investigation that began in November.

Cheong Wa Dae (the presidential office in South Korea or Blue House) officials are
doing their utmost to avoid any reference to analyses connecting Roh’s death with
the tax audit or the prosecutors’ investigation. But the general view among
observers is that the National Tax Service’s audit of Park Yeon-cha, which set in
motion a sequence of events that have shaken ruling and opposition party figures,
including former President Roh, is unlikely to have taken place without some
Cheong Wa Dae involvement.
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“In some respects, the National Tax Service’s audit of Park Yeon-cha began out of a
determination to prevent any possible resumption of former President Roh Moo-
hyun’s political activity,” said one pro-Lee Myung-bak Grand National Party
lawmaker.

When the audit began in late July 2008, President Lee was looking for a turnaround
while amid the quagmire of U.S. beef imports and candlelight vigil demonstrations.
Roh had been relatively active, and had gained popularity upon his return to
Bongha Village and formation of an Internet discussion site called “Democracy 2.0.”
Cheong Wa Dae officials at the time remarked that Roh’s activities appeared
“worrisome,” and warned about the possibility that Roh could become the center of
“anti-Lee” activity. The general analysis among political figures is that this
atmosphere provides the context for the Cheong Wa Dae’s offensive in May with a
probe into Roh’s possession of classified records and a tax audit of Park Yeon-cha.

“Even during the time of the presidential transition, just after the presidential
election, there was a strong sense that it might be okay to ‘scare’ Roh with
allegations of corruption, but that he should not be regarded as a direct target,”
said one ruling party official. “However, after the new administration was launched,
comments such as ‘lost decade’ and ‘purging leftists’ gained force, Roh became a
direct target as the momentum grew,” the official added.

“Then National Tax Service Commissioner Han Sang-ryule planned the Park Yeon-
cha audit with an eye on reappointment, and the audit meshed with the Cheong Wa
Dae’s intent to weaken Roh,” the official explained.

Han is known to have directly reported the findings of the audit to President Lee in
November, which provides some evidence of how interested President Lee and the
Cheong Wa Dae were in the explosiveness of the “Park Yeon-cha list.”

Attempting to dismiss speculation of any Cheong Wa Dae involvement with the
National Tax Service commissioner, a Cheong Wa Dae secretary said, “From what |
know, President Lee received a report on the National Tax Service’s audit findings
in November of last year and directed them that ‘there may be some of our people
mixed up in this, but you are to do things according to the rules.”” The secretary
added, “It all went according to the law, and without intention of targeting or
protecting specific individuals,”
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