First Korea Peace Day:
People’s Declaration "For Great Peace"

Korean Peace and World Peace

On this Ist Korea Peace Day, according to our wish for reconciliation
and shared life among the people of North Korea and South Korea, and
among all humanity and nature, we have gathered in Cheorwon, a central
site of Korea's tragic division, and now announce a declaration "For
Great Peace."

We want to live in peace. We want Korea to be a land without war. We
call upon both South and North to end the conflicts and confrontations
and move into an era of mutual respect and cooperation. Beyond Korea
and Northeast Asia, we sincerely hope that the world will be reborn as
a peaceful global community.

79 years has passed since the division of the Korean peninsula in 1945,
but the road to unification is still long, its threshold not yet in sight. 74
years has passed since the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950, but we
have not been able to end that war. It has been 71 years since the
armistice was signed in 1953, but a peace treaty has not yet been
concluded. Even discussions for an end-of-war declaration have been
cut off.

Recently, the world order led by the USA has been shaken and the
international situation is changing rapidly. Sounds of gunfire and bombings in
Ukraine and Palestine are continuing without letup. War does not affect just
the soldiers and the actual sites of war; it affects the whole world, dividing
it into sides and camps. South Korea and North Korea are directly or
indirectly involved in the wars in Ukraine and Palestine, as they were in the
Vietnam War and the Gulf War.

Citizens for peace,

Since the end of the 19" century, Korea has been an arena of intervention
by global powers. Tensions have continued since the Korean War, due to
collision among the interests of the South, the North, and the four major
powers. In recent years, a new front has formed. As South Korea
strengthens its military alliance with the United States and Japan, North
Korea is building up its military strength in cooperation with China and
Russia.



When the South Korean government defines North Korea as an enemy, the
North Korean government responds by calling South Korea its enemy. In
case there is a military clash between South and North, the United States,
Japan, China and Russia will intervene. Korea is not merely a region in the
Far East: it is one of the world's powder kegs, where differing international
interests are in sharp conflict.

Altruistic Human Nature

The depiction of human history as one of violence and war is only partly
true. Such an explanation provides an excuse to certain groups using the
logic of power, and enables them to maintain their grip on power. We must
also remember the long history of mutual aid, led by people throughout the
world who have supported and helped each other. It is time to acknowledge
the scientific truth that our genes are altruistic, not selfish. We have a
global culture of friendship and hospitality that has lasted tens of thousands
of years. We have the golden rule left to us by the teachers of humankind,
and the ability to feel the suffering of others as our own.

We are gathered here at a time of desperate need for peace. We absolutely
must prevent war, despite the current situation of escalation toward military
conflict sparked by the "balloon confrontation": the two Koreas exchanging
leaflet-carrying balloons from the South and waste-bearing balloons from
the North.

We "minds of peace" in South Korea have gathered in Cheorwon, a border
area where the South and the North are still in a state of armed conflict.
Citizens and foreigners wishing for peace have come together from around
the country with one mind: to oppose war and to build a future society
where humans and nature are in harmony and balance.

Citizens for peace,

There is only one path to peace, and it is not the path of force. Peace can
be achieved only by peaceful means. Each of us must "be peace" first. In
each heart, in all of our hearts, peace must come alive. The peace in our
hearts must call out for peace in all nations, times, and civilizations.

Korean Peoples’ Appeal

We, the participants in Korea Peace Day, appeal to the South and to the
North:

Immediately stop military exercises and missile tests that increase the
risk of war.

Resume dialogue.



Turn the armistice into an end-of-war agreement, and elevate the
end-of-war agreement into a peace treaty.

Do not rely on foreign power, whether that be the United States, Japan,
China or Russia, but realize peace and unification independently through
dialogue and agreement by South and North.

Humankind in Harmony with Nature

Looking outward, there are other serious problems. The whole world is now
in a "new war" such as we have never experienced. A climate catastrophe
cannot be solved by military force. A "sixth mass extinction" is not
something that can be prevented by economic power. Humanity is now in the
midst of a long-term emergency - fossil fuel depletion, water scarcity,
ecosystem collapse, polarization and inequality - and perhaps this war,
represented by the climate crisis, is worse than war by military force,
because no human being or nation is free from its effects.

The ultimate goal of peace is for human beings to live like human
beings. If "small peace" is the absence of war, "great peace" is when
humankind restores global sensitivity and lives in harmony with nature,
heaven and earth.

Today, Cheorwon is not just a part of Korea; it's the center of our Earth.
The goal of Korea Peace Day is great, sustainable peace, going beyond
"small peace" on the Korean peninsula. As citizens of Earth as well as of
South Korea, we seek a better future for humanity and the planet.

Let us "be peace" first, and make this the first year of peace in Korea.
Let us designate Cheorwon as a holy place of peace.

Let us be leaders for peace, speaking to the nation, society and the world,
and acting for peace.

Peace is the only way to a bright future for all of us.
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