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| extend a warm welcome to all members of the international ecumenical community
have visited Korea, and to everyone gathered here. May the peace of God be upon all «
This year marks the profound significance of the 100th anniversary of the N@@ikthe 140tr
anniversary of Church missions to Korea. Through God's great grace, we have been \
together on the pilgrimage of justice and peace with the global ecumenical community. £
walk the path of ecumenical solidarity filled with sacred tynéind the companionship of Chris

we once again express our heartfelt reverence and gratitude to all of you.

During the military dictatorship and authoritarian regime of the 1970s and 80s, when ra
the agenda of peace and reunification for the KarePeninsula was unimaginable, the Kor
Church, in announcing the "Declaration of the Churches of Korea on National Reunifi
and Peace"(88 Declaration) in 1988, catalyzed numerous changes by cultivating disct

on peace and unification within #1 Korean Church and civil society at that time.

For the realization of peace on the Korean Peninsula, the global church convene
'Northeast Asia Peace and Justice Conference'in Tozanso, Japan in October 1984, and
Christians from both North mad South Korea jointly hosted the 'Christian Conference
Korean Peninsula Peace' in Glion, Switzerland. Despite facing numerous challenges to t
the ecumenical solidarity of our international partners towards the Korean Peninsula has

ceased
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The world is currently in the midst of conflicts. On June 11, the Institute for Economics & |
(IEP) reported in the Global Peace Index (GPI) that the world is at war across border:
108 countries becoming further militarized, leading to tHiesplacement of 110 million refuge
due to conflicts. As the Korean Peninsula approaches its 79th year of division, it has re
a critical moment in this war crisis. North and South Korea define each other as 'ene
within the same nation, and withthe suspension of the 9.19 Armistice Agreement, milit

tensions on the Korean Peninsula have heightened.

Though we gather today to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the NCCK, the cha
circumstances surrounding the Korean Peninsula demand a newagigm for peace an
reunification. Through this international conference, we hope for deepening our sh
understanding and vision for peace in East Asia and globally, and for the expansio

strengthening of strategies and solidarity for a collectitestimony to peace.

We earnestly pray that God, accompanying our footsteps towards reconciliation, he
peace, and unity for all communities on the Korean Peninsula, will convey to heaven
hopes within our dialogue. We believe that God is preishare and guiding us with wisdol
and courage on the right path. We welcome and express deep gratitude to all of yot
international ecumenical partners, including Rev. Prof. Dr. Jerry Pillay, General Secre
the World Council of Churches (WCC),mik visiting Seoul. Thank you.

September 20, 2024
Kim Jong Seng, General Secretal

National Council of Churches in Kor

4 NCCK 100
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Epccrgl eq

After thousands of years of human history, humans developed civilization on two pillars
first pillar iscompetition. Humanity competed to make a better life than their neighbors,
through that competition, they developed civilization by making new technologies.

Another pillar has been cooperation. Humans do not have exceptions when compared phy
to other animals other than running long distances and walking upright. In particular, com
to predators, there are more deficiencies in size, strength, jumping, vision, hearing, and
However, these humans have been able to overcome their physivebknesses wit
cooperation for symbiosis and love.

In this way, humanity has created a better world with these two pillars: competition
cooperation. Humanity has been able to live through many crises until now, as there have
the similar peoplen each era that practiced love by calling for cooperation and symbiosis
the heart of Jesus Christ whenever competition had overheated due to human selfishne
this process.

| think God called the National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK)fitbsuth a role in ou
time. In fact, the past 100 years of the NCCK have been a history of calling out and sh
cooperation, symbiosis and love to our society, which was engrossed in overheated compe
In that sense, the past 100 years of the NK@Gave been a great step toward saving our soci

Celebrating this great century of steps, the NCCK is hosting this international conferer
make a better world in our time, not just to hold a celebration. Hopefully, the stories discL
at this conference will be the priming water for our society, which is again preoccupied
overheated competition, to create true cooperation, symbiosis and love. | sincerely thar
hosts of this conference, presenters, panelists, and everyone who has pedpéor this
conference for a |l ong ti me, and | sinceil

Rev. Kim, Hakoong
Chair, NCCK 100th Anniversary Commit

I NTERNATI ONAL CONFIBEREINCEANMNOR/ EIRRBEARY OF THE NC! 5
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BACKGROUND

The National Council dhurches in Korea (NCCK) has been working with the global ecumenical
community since the 1980s, praying for the peace and reunification between South Korea and
North Korea, the North and the South, and cooperating on the path to reconciliation on the
Korean Peninsula. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the NCCK and the World Council of
Churches (WCC) Commission on International Affairs presented the guidelines of peaceful
reunification of the Korean Peninsula to the World Church in October 1984 whew kiedd the
"Consultation on Peace and Justice in Northeast Asia" in Tozanso, Japan. In February of 1985 the
NCCK announced a Statement on Peace and Reunification of the Korean Church and launched a
full-fledged peace and reunification movement. Encouradpydthis, the WCC also visited North
Korea for the first time in their history later that year and invited a North Korean delegation to
Geneva the following year, providing a channel for reconciliation and exchange through the first
communion of intekKoreax church leaders at the resulting conference in 1986 in Glion,
Switzerland.

In 1988, the NCCK announced the "Declaration of the Churches of Korea on National
Reunification and Peace" (88 Declaration), confessing guilt for the division of the nation and
hatred between each other, and proclaiming the basic principles of church and society for peace
and reconciliation on the Korean Peninsula. On the 50th anniversary of Korea's liberation, the
1995 Jubilee Declaration of Peace and Reunification declared agefijubilee for the Korean
Peninsula, freeing the people from the alienation and discrimination of being subject to division.
Along with these declarations, the NCCK continued various other efforts toward peace and
reconciliation as well.

The NCCkextended these efforts to the global ecumenical movement, and in 2006, the NCCK,
the North Korean Christian Federation (KCF), and the WCC launched the Ecumenical Forum for
Peace, Reunification and Development on the Korean Peninsula, which includespaditici

from Asia, Europe, and North America, and has served as a channel of international solidarity and
sharing for peaceful reunification, development, exchange and cooperation on the Korean
Peninsula, and reconciliation in East Asia.

At the 10th WCC Bsan General Assembly, participants from all over the world rode the peace
train from Berlin to Busan to alert the international community to the importance of peace and
reunification on the Korean Peninsula. In addition, the Statement on Peace and Ratinifiof

10 NCCK 100
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the Korean Peninsula (2013) was adopted, and the world vowed to pray together for the end of
the Korean War, the need for a peace treaty, and for a nucligae Korean Peninsula. The 11th
WCC General Assembly in Karlsruhe also adopted the "Miomitending the war and building
peace on the Korean Peninsula". In 2023, the 70th anniversary of the armistice, the WCC Central
Committee adopted a statement for reconciliation and peace on the Korean Peninsula. The
Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) hasatontinuously adopted statements for peace on the
Korean Peninsula, and the CCA 15th General Assembly in 2023 adopted the statement, "70 Years
after the Armistice: A Statement for Reconciliation and Peace on the Korean Peninsula,” and
decided to work insolidarity to pray and cooperate for an end to the war and peace on the
Korean Peninsula. This was the result of practical efforts to create an environment for mutual
dialogue to overcome conflict, antagonism, and hatred, and it contains the world's hogtethe
Korean Peninsula will move toward peace and dialogue.

But now, instead of concerted efforts for sustainable development to address the climate crisis,
we are witnessing a more extreme division and unchecked arms race as the confrontations
betweencamps and military alliances expand. The possibility of armed conflict is growing in the
face of hostile relations and escalations around the world. Russia's invasion of Ukraine has more
than 500,000 casualties on both sides, and even at this moment, thegint their guns at each

other. In the wake of Hamas' attack on Israeli civilians, Israel's airstrikes in Gaza are still taking us
to an unending war, with some 40,000 casualties. In addition to the war exercises caused by
KoreaU.S-Japan military coopet#on, the intensity and frequency of various multinational
military exercises across Asia are only increasing.

In this context, peace on the Korean Peninsula also faces threats. Following the collapse of the
2019 Hanoi talks, inteKorean communicationsries were cut off and the North declared the
Sept. 19 interKorean military agreement to be broken in 2023, while the South also decided to
suspend the Sept. 19 military agreement in 2024. As North Korea responded to South Korea's
anti- North leaflets, peofe in the border region are increasingly anxious.

The South KoredJ.S:Japan triangular alliance in 2022 led to unprecedented lagle military
exercises, and the North finally defined themselves and the South as, "two hostile states and two
warring sttes," in December 2023 and announced that it would implement an aggressive-ultra
hardline strengthfor-strength policy heaeto-head competition. In 2024, North Korea signed a
treaty with Russia to establish a relationship as "comprehensive strategic @a'trdeclaring that
either would intervene without delay if either party were to go to war due to an armed invasion.
The move not only involves military tensions, but also intensifying regional tensions throughout
Asia and the Pacific.

I NTERNATI ONAL CONFIBEREINCEANMNOR/ EIRRBEARY OF THE NC! 11
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In the meantime, ot only inter-Korean exchanges but also the Easter Joint Prayer and the
August 15 Joint Prayer, have been jointly composed by the NCCK and the KCF, have not been
discussed since August 2019.

However, despite this despair, Jesus Christ is calling us tadusstles of peace. He is also ordering

the Korean Peninsula and East Asia to become the apostles of peace. Amid the escalating crisis
of the arms race and wars in the name of guaranteeing security, this is the time when our efforts
to change this paradoxal situation of the world, which focuses on killing people rather than
saving lives, are most urgent.

In 2024, the NCCK intends to hold an international conference to reflect on the need for
leadership from the global ecumenical community and the jourmdypeace and reunification
movements on the Korean Peninsula and in East Asia and to prepare for the next 100 years as
tensions and confrontations between the Korean Peninsula and surrounding powers rise and the
world suffers from war.

This conference wiilbe a valuable place to explore the role and vision of the global Church for
peace on the Korean Peninsula and in East Asia and to identify specific cooperation tasks we
must undertake amid the increasingly serious structure of the New Cold War and thigab!
multicrisis.

12 NCCK 100
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THEME COMMENTARY

"God of Life, Renew All Creation in Your Love" (PS 104:30, JN 6:39 REV 21:5)

A Renewed Centennial for Life, Peace and Hope

We are currently navigating through a time of comprehensive crisis. It is an exceedirigbal

period in both individual and global aspects such as ecology, freedom, equality, peace, economy,
and family, unlike anything we have experienced in the past. Although there are efforts to
contemplate the sustainability of the world and seek altatives, there is no easy solution. Above

all, it is urgent to shift the direction away from human selfishness, arrogance, and greed, but
bringing about such revolutionary change is not simple as individual lives and world structures
are complex. We are #tiiving in a world tainted by sin. We have reached a crucial point where
we must awaken to our reality facing death and urgently offer a path to salvation. The reason
for the existence of the church lies here.

The church, which should proclaim th&ospel of salvation to the world, is also facing an urgent
situation. More than anything else, the crisis of the church is even more pronounced. The world
is rapidly deteriorating into a godless society, and humanity is forgetting the image of God. The
church, which needs to testify to the imminent catastrophe of the world if it continues moving

in this direction, is passively witnessing the erosion of its existential foundation. Particularly in
South Korea, the church has succumbed to the demonic powesacial power and capital,
diluting the message of Christ'"s crucifixion a
church has plummeted, and an image of the church as a breeding ground for corruption, power
struggles, discrimination, and hatreslwidely spreading. The anxiety of the South Korean church
has become a breeding ground for various misconceptions, causing distortions of truth in society.
Fundamentally, this is the responsibility of the South Korean church. Despite its brief histary, th
South Korean church, which has grown on a massive scale, must thoroughly reflect on itself in
the light of the Gospel and engage in a painful confession of sins. The church, as the body of
Christ, is a community that breathes with the times, confrontifaljsehood and the powers of
death, presenting and sharing prospects for a new era. The National Council of Churches in Korea,
representing the South Korean church historically and in terms of mission, deeply contemplates
and prays to possess the ability mvercome this time of crisis, seeing through reality. Therefore,
the Theme Study Committee proposes the theme for the 100th anniversary of the National

I NTERNATI ONAL CONFIBEREINCEANMNOR/ EIRRBEARY OF THE NC! 13
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Council of Churches in Korea as "O God of Life, Renew All Things with Love."

Yahweh is the God of sation and the Creator. God has given humanity a mission to care for
the beautifully created world, yet the human race is instead destroying the created world.
Violence towards the earth by humans has drastically escalated since the Industrial Revolution
of the 19th century, to the point where a new term, "the Anthropocene," has emerged to signify
the danger posed to all life on Earth. We must sensitize ourselves to the fact that all the
abundance, convenience, and speed we enjoy are built upon the saaifit@umerous earthly

life forms. Finally, humanity has had to halt everything in the face of the onslaught of the
coronavirus over the past three years, leading to a significant number of casualties. While the
world is only just beginning to regain norntgl, we stand in fear of the daunting prophecy that
without fundamental changes in human life, we will face a reality even more severe than this. If
we continue on this path, we cannot avoid the impending catastrophe of global destruction.
South Korea, toohas actively contributed to the crime of breaking God's order of creation.
Therefore, the South Korean church must take the lead in creating a path of life to save the earth.
Addressing the root causes that lead to the climate crisis, which is at the adrearth's
destruction, and taking the lead in expanding ways of life, is the top mission the church must
face in the 21st century. At the same time, we must seek climate justice, holding accountable
those who have enjoyed abundance while causing climatisis, and striving to protect and
compensate those who suffer because of climate change. This is the first confession of the South
Korean church in response to the call from the God of Life.

The South Korean church, living in a time of crisis, must sigely lead the world through an
eschatological confession of faith. Having experienced the severe turmoil of Western society in
the 1960s amidst ideological, economic, and international rearrangements, the 4th Uppsala
Assembly of the WCC in 1968 declaréBehold, | am making all things new." The current era is
by no means lighter than that time. Fundamental and massive issues such as global destruction,
economic polarization, decline in human rights, and collapse of certaitkie=aten the era in a
complex manner. The church, existing to save the world, must actively respond to the roar of
this era. This is possible through the new creation of all things in the universe, by Christ's love. A
new existence is only realized when the church, standing withia grace of Christ's cross and

the power of resurrection, dedicates itself to carrying its own cross. The 10th Busan Assembly of
the WCC in 2013 is a source of pride and a valuable asset for the South Korean church. The
theme of the Busan Assembly showeaWw the South Korean church was actively requesting the
world church to accept and uphold the mission of life, justice, and peace that the current church
must pursue. It encapsulates the reality of the Third World church, different from the conciliation
and unity traditionally favored by the Western church. The South Korean church that proposed
this theme has this mission to carry on the resolutions of the Busan Assembly without
interruption. Subsequent to the Yrear delayed 11th Karlsruhe Assembly of the @/dlie to the
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pandemic, the Assembly emphasized Christ's love as the driving force to transform a church and
world in crisis. Love is the essence of Christian evangelism. All missions of the church are only
possible through Christ's love. As the Nationalu@oil of Churches in Korea commemorates its
100th anniversary, it actively engages in the mission of God's kingdom, fostering deep fellowship
with the global church.

Modern Christianity has infinitely emphasized human responsibility to correct past eofdrsing
indifferent to history and society. The National Council of Churches in Korea has also contributed
to standing up for democracy, human rights, freedom, equality, reconciliation, reunification, life,
and the environment in a society dominated byower and capital. This is a proud tradition
nurtured by the South Korean church. However, while the social responsibility of the church has
been restored, our position and role as and the agent of reform of God, who is the origin of
existence, has been dimished. The disappearance of God's activity space does not allow for
newness, being neither possible nor complete. We must strive to do our best to fulfill the will of
the Lord, acknowledging that the one who renews all things is the Holy Spirit. Thedbhuust

be firmly grounded in the power of the Spirit, and its essence is a community moving and alive
in the Spirit. Bearing witness to the work of the Spirit with conviction is the task of the church.
Therefore, we earnestly seek the work of the Spititt renews all things. As the National Council

of Churches in Korea faces the world, which is on the brink of catastrophe, it confesses both the
mistakes and the responsibilities of the church and urgently calls for salvation, boldly testifying
to the power of the Spirit, which can renew individuals, society, and all things.

I NTERNATI ONAL CONFIBEREINCEANMNOR/ EIRRBEARY OF THE NC! 15
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SCHEDULE

Day Time Activity
Sep. 19 Arrival
(Thu)
08:30-09:30  Registration
09:30-10:30 Opening Worship
10:30-10:50 Introduction- Greetings and Orientation
10:50-11:00 Tea Break
11:00-12:30  Keynote Address 1.
sGod of Life, Renew AIl | Crea
NCCK's Centennial40 Years of the Tozanso Process
Moderator: Rev. Dr. Park Do Woong
(Central Committee member, WCC)
Speakers: Rev. Prof. Dr. Jerry Pillay

(General Secretary, World Council of Churches (WCC)
Rev. Dr. Han Gie Yang
(Chair, NCCK Reconciliation & Reunification committee)
ResponseDr. Suh Bo Hyug
(Research Fellow of the Peace Research Division at
Korea Institutefor National Unification (KINY)
Sep.20 12:30-14:00 Lunch Break

(Fri) Keynote Address 2.
tGeopolitics in North East Asia, and its impact on Peace ¢
Security on the Korean PeninsutfE c u me ni ¢ a | Re

Moderator: Prof. Dr. Cho Young Mi

Speaker: Dr. Mathews George Chunakara
(General Secretary, Christian Conference of Asia (C
Moderator, WCC Commission of the Churches
International Affairs (CCIA)

Response:Rev. Dr. KangHee Han
(Adjunct Professn Hanshin Univ.)

14:00-15:30

15:30-16:00 Tea Break
Panel Presentatior.. (Intergenerational Talk)
Refl ection on 50 years, Pec
Peace on the Korean Peninsul
Moderator: Ms. Choi Susanna
(Director, National YWCA Korea)
Panelists: Rev. Shin Seung Min
(Director, Christian Institute for Study of Justice an
Development)

16:00-17:30

NCCK 100
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17:30-18:00

18:00-20:00
20:00

09:00-09:20

09:20-10:40

10:40-11:00

Sep.21
(Sat)

11:00-12:30

Pcldc uwWn?rsjp CPmtcd_a whad | r ¢ | d mpgidNec* ad BFmnc

Rev. Detlev Knoche
(Chair, Evangelical Mission in Solidarity (EMS)
Response:Rev. Hwang Hyunju
(General Secretary, National Women Association of PR
Ms. Rhee Han Beet
(Former WCC ECHOS membéresbyterian Church o
Korea(PCK)
Rev. Kim Jong Ho
(PeaceCommittee, United Methodist Church (UMC)
Mr. Kim Jin su
(General Secretary, Ecumenical Youth Council in K¢
(EYCK)
Tea Break
Welcome Dinner
Draft CommitteeMeetings
Morning Devotion: Br. Shin Han Y ¢faize Community)
Keynote Address 3.
sChanges in International Or
and Korea"
Moderator: Rev. Choi Jun Ki
(General Secretary, Anglic&hurch of Korea(ACK))
Speakes. Prof. Dr. Kim Sung Kyung
(University of North Korean Studies)
Ms. Lee Young A
(Team | eader , Peopl edis S«
(PSPD))
Tea Break
Panel Presentation 2.
t9he Role of the Global Ecumenical Community for
A Permanent Peace Regi me of
Moderator: Rev. Dr. Bae Hyun Ju
(Vice moderator, WCC Commission on
Climate Justice and Sustainable Developnjent
Panelists: Mr. Erich Weingartner
(Evangelial Lutheran Church in Canada)
Mr. Peter Prove
(Director, WCC Commission of the Churches
International Affairs (CCIA))
Response:Rev. Ute Hedrich
(Director, Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland (EKD))
Rev. Dr. Toshimasa Yamamoto
(Chair, Asia Ruratstitute, National YMCA Japan)
Mr. Dereck Dunkun
(Director, Global Ministries of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) and United Church of Chris
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12:30-14:00  Lunch Break
Panel Presentation 3.
sThe Ecumeni cal C tomPeacanon they Kagear
Peninsula and Northeast Asi a
Moderator: Rev. Jung Eun Grace Moon
(Program Coordinator, CCA)
Panelist Rev. Dr. Setri Nyomi
(Interim General Secretayy World Communion ol
Reformed Churches)
Response:Mr. Mervin Toquero
14:00-15:30 (Deputy General Secretary, National Council of Churc
in the Philippines (NCCP)
Rev. Song Byung Koo
(Vice Chair, NCCK Reconciliation & Reunifica
committee)
Ms. Yowanda Yonggara
(General Secretary, World Student Christian Federal
Asi Pacific (WSCF AP)
Rev. Dr.Lee Seungreol,
(Vice Chair, NCCK Diakonia committee)
15:30-15:40  Tea Break
15:40-16:20  Group Discussion
Report of the Group discussion; synthesis, action plan;

16:20-17:50 . . .
Discussion on a communique of the Conference
Closing Worship
18:00-19:00 . .
(Candlelight Prayer Service for Peace at Gwanghwamun Sque
19:00 Dinner
09:00-14:00 Visiting Korean Churches in groups
Sep.22 Worship service to celebrate
16:00-18:00
(Sun) Church

18:00-20:00 WelcomeDinner
EFK Informal Meeting (Korean Christian bldg. NCCK office)

2
?If/lponf 09:00-15:30 Ecumenical Forum for Peace, Reunification and Development on
Korean Peninsula
Sep.
24(Tue) The 109th General Assembly of PCKP&OK
~26(Thu)

* For further information please contact the following staff: Rev. Minji Kim
Mobile: + 82 10 4226 0656; Email: ncckinti@kncc.or.kr
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MORNING DEVOTION

Second daygmorning prayer
— Br. Shin Han YqITaize Community)

Laudate omnes gentes

L—r T fry—r T ve o N Can-tai to- S
I [E—— s s ~ pa—: 1 «' Can-tai to-dos os po-vos,
ey 5= s == PR S ¢ lou-vai nos-so Se-nhor. / Sing
. : prai-ses, all you peo-ples, sing
gen - tes, lau-da - te Do-mi-num, Lau - prai-ses to the Lord. / Sjung
: P lov-sang, al-la lan-der, och pri-sa
o e r o s i - = - h::ﬂ Her-rens namn! / Que to-do_el
= : i b = ¥ mun-do_a-la-be, a-la-be al
o Se-fior. Que to-do_el

mun-do_a-la-be, a-la-be al Se-for. / Gie-do-kit vi-sos tau-tos, gie-do-kit Vies-pa-éiul. / Oh, Kiit-ke
nidd koik rah-vad, oh, kiitk-e Ju-mal-at! / Cna-gi-re, Bci Ha-po-au Cna-gi-te lNoc-no-aa.

(Lobt den Herrn, alle Vdlker. / Louez le Seigneur, tous les peuples. / Lodate il Signore tutte le genti.)

Psalm 149+ alleluia

P} TN " | I I e 2
T ) P T j £ O | T 1 1 1 | - 1 1l 1 i |
A i i T i3 ¢ Bt | 1 Y ] 1 JIIONT r 2 P 9 18 ik |
v T 1l | - 1 1T 1 1 1 T @ 4 it |
w_n_., i e 1 ST e i |
S——— ) ) . (Al-le-lu™= ial)
Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al - le - lu - ial
S o -
: o | : [l 1
= 1 I T | I T | | G | 1 1 TN ik |
M- 1 1| | I o 1] T I I § =1 1 1 1T s |
| f— g -
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Alleluia (x2)

Sing a new song to the Lord,

sing praise in the assembly of the faithful.
Let Israel rejoice in its maker,

let Ziondgpeople exult in their king. Alleluia

Let them praise Gogghame with dancing
andmake music with timbrel and harp
For the Lord takes delight in his people,

and crowns the poor with salvatiorf A/leluia

Let the faithful rejoice in their glory,
shout for joy and take their rest.
Let the praise of God be on their lips...
This honor is ér all Godgpeople.- Alleluia(x 2)

Reading(Revelation 21:5)
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Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And | saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud
voice from the throne saying,

sSee, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;

they will be his peoples.

and God himself will be with them and be theio@

4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away. {

5 And the one who was seated on the throne said,
sai d,jteWthis, for these words are trustworthy an
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty | will give water as

a gift from the spring of the water of life.
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/4 Bless the Lord
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Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s ho-ly name.
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Bless the Lord,my soul, who leads me in-to life.
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Kyrie x2

O Christ, by your resurrection you open to all people the gates of the Kingdom:
lead us to the Fathesgglory.Kyrie

By your resurrection you strengthened the faith of your disciples and you sent them
into the world: may your Church be faithful in turn in proclaiming the Good NeXjgie

By your resurrection you reconciled us in your peace: bless and strengthen all those
who struggle for justice and peace throughout the world, especially in North East Ksiae

By your resurrection you heal our humanity. We entrust to you all who sufifem war and
violerce, especially the peoples of Ukraine, Palestine, Myanmar and. &yrige (x2)
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Concluding prayer
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS3

&Kod of Lif e, Renew Al I Creation in Y
NCCK's Centennial 40 Years of the Tozanso Process

Presentation_
International Solidarity for Peace and Reconciliation

on the Korean Peninsula
— Rev. Prof. Dr. Jerry PillajGeneral Secretary, World Council of Churches)

It is a great honour and pleasure to be able to join with you in this international conference
marking the centennial of the National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK), coinciding with the
40th anniversaryof t he &Tozanso Processd for peace and
| bring greetings on behalf of the global ecumenical fellowship of the World Council of Churches
(WCC), now comprising 352 member churches in over 120 countries, representimapa600

million of your Christian sisters and brothers around the world. A vast cloud of withesses
surrounds us in this moment of prayerful commemoration, celebration, reflection and
recommitment.

The theme chosen for our gatheringisGod of Life, Rene All Creation in Your Lo#e[speaks to

the current global context of accelerating climate crisis, increased violent conflict, and deepened
fragmentation and division. I n this moment of
our Christian fah and of our hope for the future. The choice of theme also falls very clearly into

the same continuum of ecumenical thinking recently reflected in, for example, the theme of the

WCC 11t h AsseQtbrliysticgs 2[0202e (Moves wamaé&ntfWpr/ dndo |
of the 15th General Assembly of t h@dRehawiUst i an |
in Your Spirit, and Restore the Creatipy . And it carries still the e
7t h Assembl y | nCoaHokSpintgRenew the MthBI® real{tirs .

The theme is of particular significance to the Korean context given the long quest for peace and
reconciliation over so many decades. It recognises that God is the God of life. In this, is the
affirmation and recognition that God is the source of all lifeherefore, we are implored to

worship God, respect life and appreciate the qift of life. The theme also reflects a prayer to God
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to renew all creation and the basis for that plea is grounded in the love of God. When you look
at creation, the conflicts, mkenness, pain and sufferings in life caused by human beings you
wonder why God should care for human beings. Well, the inclusion of “Your love™ in this prayer
affirms that it is God's love that enables God's grace, forgiveness and reconciliation. As@@ W
Assembly theme reflects, Christ’s love moves us to reconciliation and unity. Something we pray
for in the Korean context and in many parts of the world today.

I am sure that such a significant occ@am®i on as N
the long history of ecumenical witness that brings us together in this place and at this time. So,

allow me to offer a brief overview of this ecumenical journey, and to focus on the WCC
contributions to this long walk together. | am reminded of thedk depicting the biography of

Nelson Mandela, Long Walk to Freedom, in the South African context leading to the dismantling

apartheid. | wish | could say the same thing here in the Korean context but, regrettably as you

know, it is not the case. It is @hg walk to uncertainly.

Let us now trace the steps of this long walk. The history dates back to the establishment of the

Choseon (Korea) National Christian Council on 24 September 1924. Even earlier ecumenical
foundations were laid with the 1905 creatioof the Federal Council of Protestant and Evangelical

Missions in Korea. With such a heritage, it must be noted that the NCCK is one of the first
organi zed national expressions of the ecumeni cal
ecumenical andsocial leadership has provided inspiration and an example for the subsequent
development of the global ecumenical movement, now represented in the World Council of

Churches since 1948.

One hundred years ago, when the Choseon National Christian Cousil established, the

Korean people stildl groaned under Japanese occup
surrender at the end of World War 1l was immediately succeeded by Cold War division, and soon

by a brutal and catastrophically destructive cdiof that, though suspended by the Armistice

Agreement of 1953, has still not officially ended 71 years later. Through all these cataclysms and
upheavals, the NCCK continued to work for Christian unity and for peace and social justice, which

has been sucla hallmark of its ministry over the years, and such an inspiration to the WCC and

many others. I n particular, NCCKds work for demo
of military dictatorship, for Christian solidarity with others around the wornd situations of

oppression and injustice, for accompaniment of the most marginalized and excluded, and for

care for Godd3s unique creation has been of histo
movement and for the people of Korea and the world

Il ndeed, |l must especially recognize the exempl ar
witness for peace, justice and human dignity and rights through extremely difficult periods in
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Kor ead3s hi st odayd.confinbes ® bajaacesty witness, often unpopular and in

opposition to the prevailing political and social climate, and resulting in real hardships for those
proclaiming it. But it has been a true witnesirue to the Gospel values of our Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ, compell by His love and compassion for all people without discrimination,
recognizing Goddis i mage in all/l peopl e, and un
inhumanity to others. 1 lift up and thank God for the example offered by NCCK to the WCC, and

to all Christians who seek to follow the path of Jesus, even unto the cross of suffering and
sacrifice.

On this occasion, when we mark not only NCCKGds
Process, | want to focus especially on the partnership that WCC has been privileged to share with

NCCK and with many other ecumenical partners in the search for gisdaand cooperation, an

end to conflict and confrontation, and a just and sustainable peace on the Korean Peninsula. And

| want to set this inspirational history against the context of the current extremely challenging
geopolitical moment, and to reflectrowhat this means for our next steps together for peace

and justice in this region.

On 15 August this year, only a few weeks ago, | was honoured to address the 22nd World
Methodist Conference, in Gothenburg, Sweden. The date is a pivotal one in Kors@myhand

is observed in both North and South Korea as Liberation [fayhen Korea won independence
from Japanese colonial oppression in 1945, but then suffered the division that has separated the
Korean people from each other ever since. In Gothenburg,joveed in praying a Global Prayer

for Peace, beautifully composed by the NCCK. The prayer movingly reflected the present
geopolitical context, in which recent high hopes for dialogue, cooperation and sustainable peace
on the Korean Peninsula have been seeded by renewed confrontation and division. | quote
from the prayer:

st seems | ike only yesterday we were hol di
stood here so long, but now we are calling each other enemies rather than children of God.

The communication that we shared with each other as we were filled with hope is now

cut of f, and only slander and fear come and

It is a sobering context in which to recall the history of the Tozanso Process. But precisely
because of the current challenges, | think it is even more important to recapture that history, to
celebrate it, and to draw strength and inspiration from it to overcome those challenges.
Challenges are not dead ends but opportunities to stop, reflecthgatstrength and renew vigour,
energy and vision to pursue the pilgrimage of justice, peace, reconciliation and unity.
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As | observed in Gothenburg, hardly any international ecumenical endeavour is as longstanding
as our shared quest for peace and recdration on the Korean Peninsula, centred around our
ecumenical partners in South and North Korea, and supported and accompanied by many
ecumenical friends. But nafespecially as we observe the situation toddis there any sterner

test of ecumenical reslve and fortitude as the search for true lasting peace in this land and this
region.

As we have learned from those of you who played a direct role in initiating the Tozanso Process

dincluding from the former WCC staff who supported it, especially FRofPark Kyungseo, Erich

Weingartner and Victor Hsd its origins are twofold. Firstly, it was a logical response to the
military dictatorships that emerged in South Ko
perceived threat posed by North Koreammmunism. As Erich Weingartner recalled in an article

written for the WCC 10th Assembly in Busan, forty years ago egregious human rights violations

were perpetrated under the military dictatorships in South Korea, justified by reference to the

need to protect South Korea from an aggressive and violent North Korea. This was part of the

national security doctrine promoted by the USA in many countries the world over as the

necessary stance to defend against the threat of communism. In South Korea this doetese

enacted as the National Security Law (NSL), which still exists, and which sadly continues to be

used to curtail citizensdgd rights to freedom of e

After the military coup of Chun Doavan, and the terrible massacres Kwangju in 1980, the

NCCKd3s Human Rights Committee concluded that So
dictatorship and gross human rights violations until tensions on the peninsula were reduced, so

that dictatorship became unnecessary. In other wlos , as Weingartner obseryv
human rights first and unification later, the idea was to begin to work on inkarean dialogue

as a first step to reduce tensions on the Korean Peninsula, and subsequently to work on
democratizing of both partsot he countryf. Peace and justice ar
worked for together.

Equally, and | believe even more fundamentally, the Tozanso Process grew out of the deep desire
of South Korean Christian leaders in the NCCK for fellowship and reconnesgttbrihe Christian
community in North Korea, so brutally separated by the Cold War division of Korea and especially
the horrors of the Korean War. Indeed, many Christians in South Korea had themselves fled from
and/or had family history and connections the North, and carried a memory of communities
and churches on the other side of the 38th parallel.

However, both the desire for Christian fellowship with the remaining Christian community in

North Koreadofficially represented by the Korean Christifsederation (KCF) in the Democratic
Peopl esdd Republ idcanddhe stidtegy éoa addreBsihdR the root causes of
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dictatorship and human rights violations in South Korea were thwarted by fear of draconian
punishments under the NSL for any contacittvthe DPRK. This obstacle was heightened by the
effects of decades of intensive anttommunist propaganda, combined with a total information
blackout about life in the North.

It was in this difficult context that WCC was discreetly asked to take thedlén putting inter

Korean dialogue and reunification on the international ecumenical agenda. This was the seed that

took root, anddfollowing careful consultation with the leadership of all WCC member churches

in South Koreafgrew into the Tozanso Proas that was launched in an international ecumenical
consultation on P e-kBasteAsiaa RrdspedtalifertPeacedul Resolutibhoof t h
Conflictstfy, held in Japan in October 1984. The
historic provision proposed by participating South Korean church leaders:

"The WCC, in collaboration with the CCA [Christian Conference of Asia], (should) seek to
facilitate opportunities where it would be possible for Christians from both North and
South Korea to meetn dialogue.”

Christians and government officials in both parts of Korea recognize this consultation as the first
opening on a nongovernmental (but officially recognized) level between North and South Korea.
The following year a WCC delegation visiteae tBPRK and established direct contact with the
KCF. And in 1986, the first fac®-face encounter between the KCF and South Korean church
leaders took place in the Swiss mountain village of Glion. The breakthrough moment is movingly
recorded by Weingartner

sThe cel ebr at idihat paverfutsymbdol dE thecuhity of all ehildren of God

d at the conclusion of Glion it broke down the invisible walls of separation that have
tormented the Korean nation for too long. Participants from North andugodissolved
into tears and embraces.

These events set the stage for the subsequent years of reciprocal visits, further consultations,
and din response to the North Korean famine of the mitb90sdan extraordinary mobilization

of humanitarian support by churches around the world. The keyoastin this ecumenical
response to human suffering in the DPRK subsequently became the core constituency of the
Ecumenical Forum for Peace, Reunification and Cooperation on the Korean Peninsula (EFK),
originally established in 2006 at a meeting in Hong Kprin partnership with the Christian
Conference of Asia. Like the Tozanso Process itself, EFK is centred on the relationship between
the NCCK and the KCF.
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This history and the commitments arising from it came back to the forefront of the international
ecumenical agenda at the WCC 10th Assembly, in Busan in 2013. The Busan Assembly adopted
a Statrement on Peace and Reunification on the Korean Penidgu/a i n whi ch t he

de

representing WCCdis gl obal fellowshap of churches

- to embodying the spirit of the Tozanso Process;

-to joining an annual ®Sunday of Prayer for the
-to embarking upon tsa wuniversal campaign for é
Agreement of 198 { ;

-to calling upon all foreign powers in the regio
peace on the Korean peninsulatf; and

-to joining the temerging international consens

in all regionsofhe wor | df.

International ecumenical solidarity for a sustainable peace on the Korean Peninsula and in the
region has been repeatedly expressed in word and deed in the intervening years. Among other
things:
£ A conference was h @élJuhe 201, oBthes36tle anniverSavy iofthe e r | a n
Tozanso Process, involving church leaders from churches and related organizations from 15
countries, including delegations from KCF and from NCCK, seeking ways to advance
reconciliation and peace on the peninsul
Iz A -pdrsdn international ecumenical delegation visited the DPRK in October 2015. The
delegation was comprised of EFK members and observers, including participants from South
Korea, and travelled south to Kaeson@nd the demilitarized zone at Panmjom dand north
to Hyangsan, as well as in Pyongyang. Among other significant meetings, the delegation met

d

with Mr Kim Yong Dae, ViecPr esi dent of the DPRK Supreme Peopl

visit, a formal meeting of the EFK was convened in Pyongy&mg first time an international
ecumenical gathering was able to meet on Korean sfNorth or Southd with the official
participation of both KCF and NCCK.

Z An international ecumeni cal conference on
convenedin Hong Kong in November 2016, with participants from churches and related
organizations from both Koreas and 11 other countries. The conference issued a communique
proposing that future ecumenical initiatives with regard to the Korean peninsula be
purpoefully and explicitly configured so as to model and exercise leadership towards a process

for a peace treaty.

£ In May 2017, then WCC Gener al Secretary Re
elected South Korean President Mr Moon Jae to offer supgport for and engagement in new
initiatives for dialogue and peaceful coexistence on the Korean peninsula.
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Moreover, since 2013 the WCC had been working with the International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) in a process that sought to createwa treaty for the prohibition and
elimination of nuclear weapons in light of their unconscionable humanitarian impacts. Through
the leadership of likeminded governments, and galvanized by civil society advocacy efforts, the
Treaty on the Prohibition oNuclear Weapons (TPNW) was subsequently negotiated, adopted,
opened for signature and ratification, and entered into force on 22 January 2021.

Following the extraordinary developments in 20XBespecially the Panmunjom Intékorean
Summit and the USDPRKSummit in Singaporef WCC and its partners took a number of
initiatives to affirm the reopening of dialogue and to promote implementation of the outcomes
of these summits:
A Hevefimternational ecumenical delegation visited both South and Nortred in
April/May 2018 d immediately following the Panmunjom Summif including substantive
discussions both with South Korean Minister of Unification Cho Myoung Gyon and President

gm

Kim Yong Nam of the DPRK Supreme Peopl esd3 Ass

z A KCF d eitedeGgreevaindume 2018,3mmediately following the Singapore Summit,
to take part in the WCC 70th anniversary celebrations (including an encounter with Pope
Francis), and a subsequent EFK meeting.

£ I'n June 2018 the WCC CenentalProgtessfonPdadeere adop

the Korean Peninsula, affirming recent political initiatives for dialogue and peace, calling for
implementation of the summit commitments, supporting the complete denuclearization of the

Korean Peninsula in the context of theceu me ni c al movement dds commit

disarmament globally, and urging WCC member churches to advocate for a peace treaty for
the Korean Peninsula to replace the Armistice Agreement.

£ I'n September 2018, t hen NCCK (diead @resident Secr et

MoonJael nd3s del egat i olKorebndSumnttm®&yongyangt d i nt er

£ WCC undertook consultations with the UN DPF

and with the US Department of State and USAID on the increasing difficultyuofidmitarian
access to North Korea because of the sanctd.i

Our exuberant hopes were, however, dashed with the collapse of the peace process following
the Hanoi Summit in February 2019, an outcome subsequently compoundetth&ympacts of
the COVIB19 pandemic.

Nevertheless, even in the midst of this depression, WCC and its ecumenical partners continued
to pray and work for peace. | particularly want to lift up the extraordinary initiative of the Joint
Ecumenical Peace Message on the occasion of the 70th anrawersf the start of the Korean
War, issued in June 2020, in the depths of the COVID pandemic. In this initiative churches,
councils of churches and church leaders from 12 of the 16 states that participated in the Korean
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War under the UN Command joined appealing for negotiations for a peace treaty to replace
the Armistice Agreement, for an end to military exercises in the region, and for resumption of
dialogue between South Korea and the DPRK, and between the USA and the DPRK.

Further, WCC and its eawenical partners have continued to support and amplify the Korea
Peace Appeal Campaign, despifer rather, because ofithe current lack of political receptivity

to the Campaigndis appeal. And in 2022, in a

risks of nucleararmed conflict in the region, the WCC 11th Assembly in Karlsruhe carried forward
the heritage of the Busan Assembly, urging WCC member churches and partners to renew their
solidarity and to actively support and accompany the Korean chuschetheir advocacy for
peace, including through engagement in the Korea Peace Appeal Campaign.

t

Then came a major shock. I n December | ast year
northr-sout h rel ations and t he rgeruann dffiactahte rodgs p(odn dc yf

approach to reunification and the special treatment accorded to irtGorean relations as a
failure, and declaring an end to unificaticoriented talks with South Korea. This is a fundamental
departure from previous North Koen foreign policy, and has serious implications for ecumenical
efforts for peace insofar as they have been predicated on inkrean dialogue for peaceful
reunification, and specifically on the relationship between NCCK and KCF. Indeed, the last time
we met with our KCF colleagues was at an EFK meeting in Shenyang in December{a0thest

5 years agajand several invitations that we have extended to KCF during this period have not
been responded to. Sadly, communications and engagement with KCF hawieffiy ceased.

I am grateful that EFK members recently gathered online for an informal meeting, seeking new
ways to work for peace in this uncertain context. It was reiterated at this meeting that whatever
the difficulties, the ecumenical movement cannamnd must not give up on relationships nurtured
throughout these four decades. | agree. The nature of the ecumenical movement is relational,
and so we must continue even in the most difficult of circumstances. | look forward to
participating in the furthermeeting of EFK members that will follow these events, in order to
continue our discernment of the path forward.

The apparently insurmountable obstacles to peace, reconciliation and justice in this region and
around the world today all too easily engendfeelings of despair and helplessness. But it is in
such a moment that the essential ecumenical values of dialogue, understanding, reconciliation,
unity, hope and love carry their greatest power. The Tozanso Process is nothing if not the
counter-culturalembodiment of those ecumenical values.

As | mentioned earlier, our theme today, like the theme of the CCA General Assembly last year,
reflects a prayer to God the source of our help and strength to face all challenges. It expresses
our trust and hope inGod who is our deliverer and sustainer. It acknowledges that God lives and

reigns in the world in spite of all its evil, corruption, oppression, conflicts, greed and sin. It is a
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prayer that we might recapture what we have lost, that God will make the amand Christians

to be what God wants and wills for us to be, and that God will use us so that the world might
reflect Goddss reign and presence, bringing jus
must live with the dialectic of the real threand the real hope, in the knowledge that God calls
ustobececr eators of a better future for all Go d d3s

In conclusion, and as | said in Gothenburg, | firmly believe that prayer, especially shared prayer,

can enable a breakthrough. Prayer puts us in touch with the God of life and the root of our

ultimate values. It expands the range of our concern, deepens @upathy, heals our trauma,

and binds us even to our tSenemies.f I n prayer \
of peace and justice, even as it empowers in us a readiness to meet God halfway by taking risks

for peace. lllumined by the Spiribur prayer cultivates in us a holy boldné&san openness to the

new ideas, overtures, gestures, dialogue, and plans so needed today in the name of peace.

As we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the NCCK, we p@yd of Life, Renew All Creation in
Your Love We thank God for the work of the NCCK all through these years, for their faithful
witness and steadfast faith amidst disappointments, trials and challenges. We admire your
persistence in hope as you continue the work of seeking peace and reconailiat the Korean
Peninsula. In South Africa many thought that we would not see the demise of apartheid and the
liberation of the oppressed in our lifetime, but it never stopped us from seeking justice. And then
freedom came even without bloodshed. Whatairacle! We pray and hope for the same in the
Korean context that peace, reconciliation and unity of the Korean people will come even though
it may seem so elusive and unexpected in the present. The WCC pledges to continue that sacred
journey with the Koran people and the NCCK for as long as it takes.

Especially in this time of tribulation, we are invited to recapture the spirit and the hope of the
Tozanso Process. And in our next steps together, the global ecumenical fellowship will continue
das in thepastdto look to the NCCK for inspiration and for leadership on our shared pilgrimage
of justice, reconciliation and unity, here on the Korean Peninsula and around the world.

Rev. Prof. Dr Jerry Pillay
General Secretary
World Council of Churches

I NTERNATI ONAL CONFIBEREINCEANMNOR/ EIRRBEARY OF THE NC! 31



Il cwl mrc ?blbMdklglgq Aclrcllg_j _I'b 2. Wc_pg md rfc Rmx_lgm Np

Presentation_
The NCCKgRole in Reconciliation and Peace on the Korean Peninsula

— Rev. Han, Givang(Chair NCCKReconciliation and Reunification Commit)ee

The Korean Peninsula in the midst ofidew Cold War

Now welive with so much anxietyhat it is difficult to fall asleep peacefullgachday.

On June 19, North Korean leader Kim Jamy and Russia's President Putin signed a
"Comprehensive Strategic Partnershipeaty." The most eyecatching part is Article 4, which
states, "If one of theéwo sides is in a state of war due to armed invasion from individual countries
or several countries, the other side shall provide military and other aid without delay in
accordance with Article 51 of the U.N. Charter and the laws of the Democratic Pe&#pisblic

of Korea and the Russian Federation."

It is also worth noting thatNorth Koreaand China signed the Treaty
Cooperation between Korea and Chinaf in July 19¢
of the treaty states tha, "in the event that one party othis treaty finds itself in a state of war

by being invaded by force by any one country or a coalition of several countries, the other party

of the treaty shall promptly provide military and other assistance." In fact,o&a confirm that

there is an automatic intervention clause.

Additionally, it can be seen that thse provisions are almost identical tthe treaty with Russia
which onlydiffers in itsinclusion of the expression"in accordance with Article 51 of the UN
Charter and the laws of North Korea and Russia". This can be interpreted as an attempt to
demonstrate that relations between North Korea and Russia have been strengthened to a level
comparable to that of North Kore#&hina relations.

The treaty between Nath Korea and Russia shows that the situation on the Korean Peninsula,
East Asia, and the world is at a critical juncture. First of allcarebe confident thatNorth Korea

has a triple security mechanism of its own. This is due to the fact that theratkawith Russia, a
permanent member of the Security Council, has been virtually restored, following the existing
North KoreaChina treaty and repeatedlypgrading theimuclear weapons.

This indicates that the Korean Peninsula is in the midst of a newd ®é&r, coupled with South

Korea's strengthening of its own military power, the strengthening of ¢ US alliance, and the

pursuit of a de facto triangular alliance between South Korea and the U.S. and Japan. To make

matters worse, even intelKorean relabns are experiencing descentwithout wingsso steep
thattheyarecalingi t a twar crisis.ff The remnants of the
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Peninsula. In this reality, the Yoon S¥kol government and the Kim Jongn regime are not
trying to resolveit, but rathereach arestepping furtherinto the midst of a new Cold War.

Not only haveinter-Korean relationgeached thistotal crisis, North KoredJ.S. relations, U.S.
China relations, and Koredapan relations are full of dark clouds. In 2018, we were excited as if
peace on the Korean Peninsula was just around the corner, but now we cannot help but realize
that the KoreanPeninsula is a hostage to great powelshas been79 yearssincethe division,
andalthough the light of peace is fading, we must never give up our dreams of reconciliation and
peace.

ThetPeace Traitfithat started in Berlin and crossed Siberia to gt Busan

At a time whenit was illegalto discuss agendafor peace andreunification on the Korean
Peninsula duringur previous military regime, the 1988 Declaration of the Chwestof Koreaon
NationalReunification and Peacé88 Declaration)inspireda public discussion omeunification

and peace in the Korean Church and civil society, bringing about a significant change in the
government'sreunification policy. ThéNationalCouncil of Churches in Korea (NCCK) established
the five principles of reunification 36 years ago: independence, peace, national unity,
humanitarianism, and public participation, and has been pursuing these principles. The 88
Declaration was an event of challenge and change that confronted the prejudice that the Korean
Church had aginst our North Korean brothers and sisters, and the 88 Declaration established
theology based on ecumenical values and practices.

The NCCK, along with thglobalChurch, held the "Conference on Peace and Justice in Northeast
Asia" inTozanso, Japaim October 1984 to realize the peace process on the Korean Peninsula,
and then held the "ChristianConferencefor Peace on the Korean Peninsula” in 1986 il
Switzerlandcreatinga new opportunity for inter Korean relations.

Starting with the 10th General Assembly of the World Council of Churches (WCC) in Busan in
2013, the NCCK and thglobal Church conducted a campaign titled "Peace Train Campaign”. In
particular, the "Peace Train Campaigstablishedas a peace campaign taform the world of

the importance of peace andeunification on the Korean Peninsula amid the pain of the division

of the Korean Peninsula and the tension between the two Koreas in preparation for the 10th
Busan General Assembly in 2013. Participantsnfrall over the worldrode the peace train and

held events to pray for peace in theentral Asian strongholdgMoscow, Irkutsk, Beijing),
promoting peace issues to the world and delivering a peace message to the WCC Busan General
Assembly.
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A total of 130 people (69Koreanparticipants and 6international participants) participated in
the PeaceTrain Campaign, which was held from October 6 to 29, 2013 (24 nights and 25 days),
starting with a peaceworship service at Brandenburg Square in Berlin, the site @¢rman
reunification, and then traveling halivay around the worldto Busan via Moscow and Irkutsk.

The "Siberian section” of the Peace Train has a special meaning for Koreans. A long time ago,
people considered Siberia to be the land of death. Theaaveas usedor forced laborersand
political prisoners who were forced into prison since the 18th century. Korean ancestors who
were suffering from poverty also migrated to the area in search of new land. In the 1920s and
1930s under Japanese rule, indepnce activists as well as poor farmers left their homeland
to come thereand were later driven to much more devastated areas by Russia's migrant policy.
So it was also important to remember the suffering of these uprooted people during the journey.
Initially, the peace train planned to pass through the two Koreas, but it was regrettable that the
two Koreas failed to reach an agreement, and eventually there was no choice but to use a ship
from Dandong Chinao reachincheon South Korealt was a peace journey thatarriedthe flag

for peaceful reunification on the Korean Peninsula as it traveled again by train from Incheon to
Busan and ended the peace train campaitpere.

Meanwhile it is on the Korean Peninsula that all the elemenofsthe slogan "God of Life, Lead

Us to Justice and Peag¢ethe theme of the 10th General Assembly of the WCC in 2018tew
mixed. It was very meaningful that the WCC Busan General Assewdihheld on the Korean
Peninsuladivided as a result of World W4k, remembering the establishment of the WCC with
the desire for peacdavingexperiencedallthe world wars. Therefore, the Peace Train Campaign,
which was organized with the expectation that the efforts of the world's churches could
contribute to the reconciliation and peace on the Korean Peninsula, was part of the efforts to
achieve a peace regime on the Korean Peninsula through the cooperation of the churches of the
countries concerned about the division of the Korean Peninsard inthe geopoliticalinterests

of Northeast Asia. It was meant to contribute to peace not only on the Korean Peninsula but also
in Northeast Asia and the world.

Development of an international campaign to call for a peace treaty on the Korean
Peninsula

1)U.S. Campaign

In order to promote the peace treaty promotion campaign around the world, the NCCK began
an intensive campaign with local churches, overseas partner churches, and civil society from 2016
to 2019. Since 2016, regional headquarters for peace treaty campaigms opened in Daejeon,
Daegu, and Jeonju with local church associations. In addition, international campaigns have been
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held in the United States in 2016, Europe (UK, Germany, Switzerland, etc.) in 2017, Northeast
Asia (Japan, Korea, etc.) in 2018, and Easteurope (Orthodox such as Russia, Turkey, Greece,
etc.) in 2019.

The U.S. campaign was a lopgacejourney from Los Angeles to Washington DC from July 18

to July 29, 2016. A total of 22 members of the Reconciliation arRduwification Committee
conducted the 12day coastto-coast tourin Los Angeles, Chicago, inadapolis, and Washington

DC. It was gourneyto persuade major denominations (United Methodist Church, United Church
of Christ DiscipésChurch PresbyteriarChurchU.S.A.etc.), Korearhurches, civil societgroups
members of thefederal Houseof Representativesand the Senate, and administration officials
that a peace treaty is necessary for a sustainable peace regime on the Korean Peninsula. The U.S.
campaign concluded with a pressrference and a delivery of a petition to the White House on
July 27. Through this campaign, the NCCK announced the reality of the armistice and the division
system, and appealed for the churches, governments, and civil society of Korea and the U.S. to
participate more actively in the peace and reconciliation journey.

The U.S. campaign began with a meeting with Korean American leaders in Los Angeles, a joint
demonstrationand a press conference in Koreatowngludingpicketing in front of the Federal
Building. Then theydrove to Chicagowhere they continued the campaigiiThe next day, they
met the Chicago Council dforeanLeaders ofthe Methodist Church, and attended the Sunday
worship service at First United Churatf Geneva lllinois Holy Covenant Chuch (in Chicago),
andFirst KoreaJnited Methodist Church to appeal for the urgent need for peace on the Korean
Peninsula. Then, they moved to Indianapolis, where they held a joint campaign withtited
Church of ChrigDisciplesChurch headquarters, he¢la meeting with Sharon Whins, the
president of the General Assemblgd aworship and seminars to pray for peacef@unification
alongside denominationaktaff, and held a downtowndemonstration with Indiana State
Representative Andre Carlson-(inn) and Senator Joe Donnelly {Binn.).

Finallythey arrived in Washington, D.C., whetey had a meeting wittchurch leadersincluding

Jim Winkler president of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.$h& next day,
they held apicketingdemonstrationin front of the White House andheld meeting with Robert
King (the State Department's Speciiimbassadorfor North Korean Human Rights) andthe

Asia PacificAffairs subcommitteeof the House andthey deliveredthe signed petition to the
White House.They held a press conference with major U.S. media and concluded the U.S.
campaign with a second meeting with the NCOSA

2) Europe Campaign

For campaigns in Europe thelgeld a peace conferencéor the Korean Peninsulaipon the
invitation from the Evangelical Church @ermany (EKD), the Evangelical Missionargolidarity
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(EMS), and thd=vangelical Church dflessa-Nassau (EHKNThey alsoattended a service to
commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation in Wittenberg fbidowing
day.They thenattended the General Assembly of th&orld Communion of Reformed Churches
(WRQ) in Leipzigandheld an event inBerlin jointly with theWCRC and the Korean Christian
Federation of North Korea (KCFJhe next daythey concludedtheir schedule in Germany with
the WCRC andKCFwith a Peace and ReconciliatioWorship Service and presentations oa
KoreanPeace Treaty.

Soon after,they moved to Geneva, Switzerland, whetteey visited the WCC headquarters and
the TaiZz Community andcconcluded the European campaign with the WCC and the World YMCA
after a discussbn on the 'Peace on the Korean Peninsula'.

3) Northeast Asia Campaign

In the next yearsthe campaigmmoved to Northeast Asiaand a tourbegan in Tokydhat lasted

for 10 days from June 11 to 21. A total of 31 delegates, including 22 members of the Reconciliation
and Reunification Committee and nine participants from overseas partner churches, conducted
the campaigrtour through Japan (Tokyo, HiroshimanhdKorea (Paju, Ganghwa, and Sectlle

visits were madeto persuade major local denominations (Japanese churches, Nlagonal
ChristianCouncil Japan, the Korean Christiahu€ch in Japan), civil society (thinter-religious
Conference on Article 9 of JamdgPeaceConstitution), politicians, and administration officials to
work on "the need for apeace treaty for a sustainable peace regime on the Korean Peninsula."
Through this campaign, the NCCK appealed for more active participaioong churches,
governments, and civil society in Korea and Japan in the journey of peace and reconciliation. In
particular, through this campaigthey emphasized theneed forst r ai ni ng Nort heast A
| e a d e powillffgrm awkBy group for promoting peace on the Kane Peninsula.

4) East Europe Campaign

The Campaigto East Europewhich was conducted from June 24 to July 6, 20i#asaimed at
strengthening the solidarity between the Korean and Eastern European churédrebuilding
peace on the Korean Peninsuld was conducted in Russi@ Istanbul, Turkey,and Greece. It
was an opportunityfor participantsto learn about the ecumenical spirituality of reconciliation
and peace of theEasternOrthodox Church while persuading Russian and Eastern European
political kaders about the urgent need for a peace treaty on the Korean Peninsula.

First of all,they met with leaders such as the chairman of the Russian Protestant Federation and
the first vice president, and held a meeting on the peace process on the Korean Penilgala
then moved to Istanbul the next day. In particuldhey were impressed during thie meeting

with Archbishop Elpidoporosand with the EcumenicalPatriarch of Constantinople(Eastern
Orthodox Churchthat he was deeply interested in discussing the topic of the peace regime on
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the Korean Peninsulgiving his own presentation on his conaer

Theythen moved to Greece and made a pilgrimage to various monasteriesdatedia and the
ruins of Paul the Apostle in CorinthThen they met with the Greek foreign minister and
interviewed Archbishop Nicolaus dforean peacgsharing the urgency of peace treaty on the
Korean Peninsula. On the last dalyey finishedtheir campaign in Eastern Europe with a visit to
the Orthodox Federation of National Parliaments and a meetinga Koregpeace treaty after a
commemorative servicexith the Koreagambasador to Greece, Lim, Sguk in attendance) with
Greek veterans of the Korean War.

From the movement to abolish the National Security Law

The role of the Church is very important in the urgent situation of today's war crisis. We must
urge the Church tamplement a policy of reconciliation with North Korea again based on the
June 15 Joint Declaration, the October 4 Declaration, the April 27 Panmunjom Declaration, and
the September 19 Pyongyang Declaration. By taking the lead in declaring an end toakefre

and declaring a peace treaty, it is time for the Christians to exeraikadership of reconciliation

that converts the current crisis into a new opportunity. In this regard, | would like to make the
following suggestions.

1) First of all, thechurch should take the lead in the campaign to abolish the National Security
Law. The National Security Law is a legal system that solidifies the division system and is the
core of the division trauma. Some people say that the Natid®eturity Law is alreada "invalid,"

but it is not at all. It has not been invalidated, rather it has been internalized and leads to self
censorship without our knowledge. It suppresses thinking () due to divided thoughts, making

it impossible to proceed to reconkation whie trapped inthe Cold War thinking of "arti
communism" and "antNorth Korea." This is because the path of intéprean reconciliation can

be opened only when the freedom of thought, which is the core of democracy, is acquired by
unlocking the shackles dhinking.

2) We mustdeclare thatthe ROKUS joint military exercise is a war exercesed a legacy of the
armistice system, t@pposeit and permanently suspentt, so that weconstantly demand st¢he
conclusion of a peace treaty along with the decldoat of the end of the war. Additionally, we
must force the Yoon Suk Yeol government to dismaritiepolicy that issubmissiveo the United
States andis an anti-North Korean hostile policy\Ve must also generate public opiniorto
demand that weconduct ndependent diplomacys a nation
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3) We must practice "preemptive love" rather than "preemptive strike." Although the North is not
accepting any suggestions now that it has lott trust in us we must continue to cooperate to
ensure that the North's rigt to live and health is protected steadily and silently. This is because
trust cannot be restored without such efforts and sincerity.

4) And as a practical action, we plan to carry out a peace mission project cHiledPeace
Pilgrimage by prayingnd wdkingalong the155 miles of the armistice linéhe DMZ)with peace
mission activists froneachreligion, eacldenomination each community, institution, and church.

In the meantime, with each part, each individual, we hope to make tisacefulReunification
Journeyf along the Civilian Control Zone permanerithe "DMZ Peace Pilgrimage" is a way for
people to melt down barriers of hatred and sing songs of reconciliation by carrying flags of peace
at the site ofthe war crisis.
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Response
— Dr. Suh Bo HyudResearch Fellow of the Peace Research Division at the Korea Institute for
National Unification (KINY)
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS3

t<5eopolitics in Northeast Asia, and its Impact on Peace and Security
in the Korean Peninsula - Ecumenical Responsed

— Dr. Mathews George Chunakata

Emerging geopolitics and its accompanying challenges to peace and security in a world grappling
with multiple crises are garnering renewed attention today. A growing trend of fragmentation
has spread across various regions, manifesting in diverse aspects of international relations.
Complex and multidimensional changes are shifting the power equilibrium within the
international community, resulting in lasting repercussions in -gEsitics, geeeconomics, and
geo-strategy. These fragmentations are characterized by factors such as anxiety, mistrust,
competition, territorial disputes, and power struggles. The IndepemidExpert Group (IEG) of
the G20 in 2023 described this situation as
highlighted the fluidity of the global politicaéconomic order. The waning power of the United
States of America (USA) and the @iof China in the economic and political arena have
significantly altered the international system. New power centres are emerging, challenging the
traditional unipolar world order under that was once dominated by the USA.

As the new global order emergedmidst geopolitical tensions, shifts in geopolitics, geo
economics, and geatrategic partnerships altered the prevailing paradigms of peace and security.
The concept of security evolved, with a growing emphasis on human security. Security,
traditionalybcused on ddnati onal securitydd and mil i
protection of individuals and communities. It aims to safeguard human dignity and ensure
peopledds i nherent and inalienabl e aworlgifating t o
increasing geopolitical fragmentation, the question arises: how can people and communities
achieve sustainable peace? How can the international community foster sustainable peace and

" Dr.Mathews George Chunakara is the current General Secretary of the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA),

and the Moderator of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of
Churches (CCIA/WCC). He has served as the Direttte CCIA/WCC and Asia Secretary in WCC Geneva
Secretariat from 2006 2014).
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security amidst growing complexities and multiple crises?

The threats to peace and security in the emerging global order are multifaceted. The vagaries of
geopolitics in Northeast Asia are not isolated but have a significant impact on the peace and
security of the entire regionThe emerging geopolitical trends Northeast Asia are driven by
various factors that threaten regional stability, with the looming threat to peace and security in
the Korean peninsula being a paramount concern.

Remnants of Cold War Politics in Northeast Asia

While analysing the geopoi t i cs of Nort heast Asi a, it is cru
context rather than hastily drawing conclusions without thoroughly examining preceding events.
Northeast Asia, a specific geographical stggion, is deeply affected by the tragigstory of wars

since the late nineteenth century. Key conflicts include the Sirapanese War (1894895), the
RusseJapanese War (1904905), a series of Korean wars (191945) between the Provisional
Government of Korea and its opponents, culminating the Korean War (1949953). The

remnants of Cold Waera tensions persist in the region making Northeast Asia a focal point of

political rivalry, external interventions, and strategic dilemmas, all posing serious threats to peace

and security.

As Northeast Asia emerged from Cold War tensions, significant changes occurred in various
domains. The region developed into one of the most dynamic economic centres globally, with
Japandds unprecedented economic growtSoutker vi ng
Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapoatso experienced rapid economic growth which

continued consistently until early 1990s. These countries became economic models as their per

capita gross domestic product (GDP) growth rates increased annually.

During this period, the region also witnessed several innovative political and diplomatic
developmentsFor example, South Korea made strides in overcoming deficits in democratisation
and human rights while exploring diplomatic avenues with North Koldae Peopl|l ed3s Rep
of China opened up its economy, shifting from a centrally controlled socialist economy to market
economic reforms. Other significant changes included South Korea establishing formal diplomatic
relations with the Soviet Union and Chirtag Soviet Union's 'glasnost' and 'perestroika’ reforms,

the end of Cold War politics, the fall of the Berlin Wall, and the reunification of Germany.
Additionally, both North and South Korea were admitted to the United Nations, and there were
ambitious pans to explore the possibility of establishing a Northeast Asian Community (NEAC)
involving South Korea, China, Japan, Taiwan, Mongolia, and even the US West Coast across the
Pacific Ocean. These developments fundamentally altered the geopolitical dynaimittgtheast
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Asia in the years surrounding the end of the Cold War.

The division of Korea into tNorthf and BSouth,
are among the most enduring and painful remnants of the ideological and geopolitical
dislocations caused by Cold War politics. The Korean War was one of the most brutal conflicts in

human history, leaving deep scars and exacerbating diplomatic tensions in international relations.

Today, more than seventy years after the signing of the Koreamiétice (1953), the Korean
peninsula remains one of t h Bresemtty,r thedtwaiys Koreag s t cont
represent two different models of political and economic development. North Korea remains

isolated, with strict social and political controlshile South Korea has transformed from a war

torn nation into a model of democracy and economic development in Asia, fully integrated into

the global market.

To understand the two Koreas of today, it is essential to examine the origins and development

of the Korean War. Some historians and political analysts argue that a divergence among Koreans

was inevitable after Japands downfall, due to tF
However, the landscape of the Korean war would have been differaithout external

interventions, which intensified the conflict. The calculated moves of the superpowers,

particularly the rivalry between the Soviet Union and the USA, played a major role in creating the

two Koreas.

The United States initially intendedo allow the Koreans to resolve their differences
independently but concerns over Soviet influence led to increased American involvement.

Mounting public opinion against North Korea, driven by aotimmunist sentiment, made it

difficult for the administraton under President Harry S. Truman to agree for a full withdrawal of

US presence from Korea. The Truman administration was prompted to engage in defending

South Korea when war broke out in 1950 due to w
Northeag Asia, the security of Japan, and the growing influence of the Soviet Union. The main

reason for prolonging the war was the intervention of the United States of America under the

banner of the United Nations and subsequent Chinese involvement.

In the yeas that followed, questions have been raised about who truly started the Korean war.

Renowned American investigative journalist Isidor Feinstein Stone, in his book, The Hidden

Hi story of the Korean War, i ntr oddcatmsatvaofsconspir
Amer i caaldsl esdo sf orgotten war.f Stone argues that
United Nations and dragged out the war, driven by those in power who believed instability in the

region served national interests. This manipulatied to a twisted narrative that the war set the

stage for US relations with East Asia.
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Today, despite the collapse of the Soviet Union, the US remains influential in the region, with its
presence and partnerships resurfacing in new forms. Russia, too,imeoed to exert outsized

influence on the global stage, maintaining strategic partnerships with China and North Korea.
These external pl ayer s, once sécanpnics,ganddeor t h e a s |
strategic spheres, remain active, reconfigurindhe r egi ond3ds dynamics i n ov

Northeast Asia: A Geopolitical Hotspot of Rivalry or a Gateway to Cold Peace?

The Korean peninsula has long been a crucial area for security in Northeast Asia. The Korean War,

the division of Korea, anthe ongoing conflict between North Korea and South Korea have been
considered key indicators of peace and security in the region. The geopolitical developments in
Northeast Asia are influenced by both internal and external factors that continuously threate

peace and security in the region. Among the most pressing concerns are the fear of nuclear
weapons, the arms race, foreign interventions, and their impacts on geopolitical, economic, and
strategic spheres., Speci f ispast dirgct thrédits totSbuthK o r e a d
Korea, Japan, and potentially the continental United States, raising the risk of a major military

conflict on the peninsula that could shatter peace in the entire region.

Additionally, maritime territorial disputes also posignificant risks to peace and security in

Northeast Asia. As a region with both land and maritime zones, Northeast Asia is a focal point for
geopolitical disputes where land and sea powers compete. Since the end of World War Il, the US

has been a dominansea power in the AsilPaci fi c, succeeding Great
domi nance. I n recent years, China has sought t
to heightened tensions. Three major disputed areas in Northeast Asia present sdlicests to
regional stability: the East China Sea, the Sol
maritime presence has escalated tensions with neighbouring countries, including Taiwan and

Japan. For example, since Japan nationalized the Slemkslands in the East China Sea in 2012,

China has frequently sent ships into the surrounding waters.

The root causes of these maritime territorial disputes include access to fisheries and underwater
oil and gas deposits, conflicting interpretations wfaritime law, national pride, and geopolitical
interests. These disputes often lead to heightened tensions and have broader implications
beyond the bilateral level. For instance, the Sea of Japan dispute involves two US treaty allies,
and any serious inciht could compel Japan to request US military assistance against China,
complicating the situation further.
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North Koreadds Nucl ear Weapons and Missile Pr

Kim Jong Un has repeatedly rejected predgosals fo
intelligence communityds 2023 Annual Threat Ass
weapons and intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) as essential to maintaining his rule and

control over North Korea. Despite UN Security Council sanctiomstagh: level diplomatic efforts,

North Korea continues to advance its nuclear and missile programmes. Recent ballistic missile

tests and military parades suggest that North Korea is developing a nuclear warfighting capability

designed to bypass regional liatic missile defences.

With Russiadis support, North Korea is |ikely to
embolden Kim Jong Un to adopt more aggressive and provocative behaviour, including increased

weapon testing or even another nucleagdt. The strengthening ties between Russia and North

Korea, along with the potential formation of a trilateral axis with China, could aim to counter the

influence of the United States, Japan, and South Korea. Beijing, however, dismisses this narrative

asar evival of tCold War mentalityf and accuses th
i deol ogi cal ' ines. Chinads concern i s more exp
cooperation between Japan, South Korea, and the United States, viewegatchallenge to its

| eadership in Northeast Asi a. Al t hough China fi
ongoing strategic realignments and new partnerships in the region are trends that could
significantly impact peace and security in Northe@stia.

In early 2024, Kim Jong Un announced a major policy shift toward South Korea, ruling out any

possibility of a peaceful Korean reunification and signalling a preference for hostility over
reconciliation. Nort h Kor @aand in 8023, mdudinthehet ed mi s
successful launch of a military spy satellite into space with Russian technical assistance, further
underscore the potentials for increasing tensions in the region.

Strategic Realignment and Reconfiguration in NortheastaAs

The recent strategic realignments in Northeast
March 2024, blocking the proposal of annual renewal of the UN Security Council resolution 1718

(2006), which aimed to prevent the supply, sale, or transfer ofres to North Korea (DPRK). This

veto overturned 15 years of continuity, which had included provisions for the Panel of Experts to
monitor and enforce UN Security Counci l sancti ol
programmes. China's firstverabst enti on from the annual vote to
mandate further complicated the situation. The opposition from Russia and China undermined

the unani mous support for the UN Expertsd3 Panel
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in 2009 under UN Security Council Resolution 1874. The actions of Russia and China are seen as
a strategic move to undermine international efforts to curb North Korea's nuclear ambitions,
potentially leading to regional instability.

China, Russia, and North koa d@3s r ecent efforts to strengthen
initiatives started in 2022. Support from Russia and China during the UN Security Council decision
making processes has bol stered Nor they opposede a d3ds mi
UN resolutions regarding North Koreadis attempte
After the second failed satellite launch in August 2023, DPRK Ambassador to the UN Kim Song
asserted that DPRKd&s dateelilsiitoen porfo gpruarnsnuei nvga si tas
sovereign state.f He ar gued t-Hefehce measure agginstaa s at el
series of provocations orchestrated by the US, South Korea, and Japan. Following the August failure,

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un visited Russia in September. President Putin subsequently
expressed willingness to assist North Korea in developing its space and satellite programmes. North

Korea successfully launched a satellite in November 2023. Internatianiigal analysts believe that

this support from Russia contributed to the success of the November launch. The deepening relations

bet ween Moscow and Pyongyang, partly due to Rus
Ukraine, have opened newpportunities for military cooperation. It is widely believed that, in
exchange for North Korean armaments and balli st
provided North Korea with advanced military technology.

In June 2024, Russian Presideviladimir Putin made a visit to North Korea, his first visit despite
his long tenure in office. This historic visit culminated in the signing of a Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership Treaty, marking a notable shift in RusBRBRK relations. Both South Kan and US
officials had expressed concerns that this visit might breach UN Security Council resolutions and
strengthen military ties between Russia and North Korea. The visit highlights the deepening
strategic alignment between Russia, North Korea, anth@€hand its potential implications for
regional security.

RussiaDPRK Comprehensive Partnership Treaty and its impact

The Comprehensive Partnership Treaty, signed in June 2024, aims to bolster mutual defence

and extensive cooperation between Russia and North Korea, marking a significant shift in their
relations. The partnership is expected to strengthen both nations agdiis led alliances in East

Asia, particularly with South Korea and Japan. For Russia, the comprehensive partnership treaty

seeks support from North Korea as it faces Western sanctions, while North Korea hopes to revive

its historical ties dating backtote Sovi et Uni ond3s support for the
end of the Cold War, the relationship between the two nations has fluctuated, especially after
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the 1996 abrogation of the 1961 Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation, and Mutual Assistance, which
was replaced by nommilitary agreements in the early 2000s. However, Russia’'s 2022 invasion
of Ukraine brought renewed momentum to their relations, with North Korea being one of the
first countries to recognize the Donetsk and Luhansk People's Republickiaite. Reports
suggest North Korea provided Russia with munitions and ballistic missiles for the Ukraine conflict,
though both countries deny these claims.

The new treaty symbolises a decisive moment in the diplomatic bonds between both nations,

revitalzing a oncefrozen alliance. The agreement allows DPRK to emerge from strategic isolation

and advances their relations beyond previous engagements. Kim Jong Un hailed his meeting with
Putin as a dgreat event, &3 n o tptomgewielehRor Russia, t r eaty
this treaty is an opportunity to showcase its foreign policy advancements and solidify defence

ties with Pyongyang. The treaty also marks a shift from secretive deals to open collaboration

between the two countries, providindg<im Jong Un with increased technological and military

support to enhance regime security in North Korea.

The signing of the new treaty has altered the strategic security landscape in Northeast Asia, benefiting

both Russia and North Korea. The changinggeo | i ti ¢cs i n the region, parti
Krai, which borders North Korea, may diminish Japan's and South Korea's influence in the Russian Far

East, replaced by North Korea's growing role. The comprehensive treaty also includes profosions

cooperation in education, science, technology, connectivity, health, and labour imports from North

Korea to Russia, along with a mutual assistance clause in the event of an attack.

Kim Jong Un's strengthened position, supported by Russia and Chiayead to more aggressive

military posturing against South Korea and the US. He recently announced that South Korea is no

|l onger seen as a tpartner of reconciliation and r
designate South Korea as therlipcipal enemy." This shift could result in the dissolution of key

agencies tasked with unification and intéorean tourism, as well as the removal of references to
speacef ul reuni ficationf from North Kopmen br oadc¢
serious risks to peace and security on the Korean Peninsula.

Dr. George Hutchinson, a Senior Regional Planner advising the US Air Force on basing issues in

the Republic of Korea, observes, s8This rebooted
North Korea, the junior partner in the arrangement, to-evaluate its risk assessment matrix,
resulting in Pyongyangds decision to also reset
served both as a commissioned and n@ommissioned officer inhe US Air Force, and is a

specialist on Northeast Asia affairs, warngdS policy makers about the impact on the broader

geopolitical context, which presents a significant strategic predicament for the US and the US

ROK alliance. He meffectieevdetesrentercapabilities amid the regiohah
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realignment, the US should actively evolve and bolster existing security frameworks while
anticipating and adjusting to changing geopol.i

US Led Strategic Security Alliances Mortheast Asia

The role of the United States in Northeast Asia, intensifying conflict and posing threats to peace
and security, continues without any reflection of its past involvement, particularly in the Korean
war. As the wor | dthe USatiopatedn$877ibilli@nniny2028, suepassiegrthe
combined military expenditures of the next ten countries, according to the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) report for 2022. A significant portion of this budget
goes towards prducing war materiel, investing in military research and technology, as well as
supporting the US military's global presence.

Among the more than 80 countries where the US military is present with 750 bases worldwide
under the pretext of peacekeeping anaksurity building, the Northeast Asia region hosts a large
number of US military personnel. Nearly half of all US military deployed abroad, approximately
80,100 American personnel out of a total of 173,000 are stationed in Japan (53,700) and South
Korea (26400). Of the US military bases operational in different countries, 203 are in Japan and
South Korea. South Korea hosts Camp Humphreys, the largest overseas US military base, located
approximately 40 miles south of the capital, Seoul, and 60 miles awagnfthe heavily fortified
demilitarized zone that separates North Korea from South Korea.

In recent years, the rise of China and Russia has challenged US dominance, prompting a more
assertive American strategy i n Adiia.i sWhillee s@ltit
where the security of one country depends on the security of all, the US has adopted a hostile
approach, forming exclusive blocs. The US has focused on forming exclusive military alliances,

such as the trilateral partnership with Japa and Sout h Kor ea, which ai:
influence. Earlier this year, in reference to the A$tacific, US Ambassador to China Nicholas
Burns declared that his country is tthe | eader
Asia is fuellig mistrust and tensions, which could potentially lead the region towards conflict.

The US, still operating with a Cold War mentality, is shaping a security agenda to maintain its
military presence in Northeast Asia with increased capacity and dominantiposi

President Joe Biden has repeatedly pledged to intensify US engagement in the Maadfic

region to counter Chinadis growing influence, p:
other claimants of the Spratly Islands in the South China.$#a24 September 2021, President

Biden told the leaders of the Quad countriz€omprising the United States, India, Australia, and

JapaRt hat st he f ut ur e2?andfindeedtbehwvort®fdependson afeee and n
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open Pacifict. Oonhés spmexn dt the Bast Astar Summit in rOctober 2021,
President Bi den out | i n ePdcific region fth®ewerk that is openf o r an
connected, prosperous, resilient, and secure, f{
regional partnerdo achieve it. The White House subsequently released its Hriific Strategy

white paper, stating that regional governments should have the freedom to make their own
sovereign choices, free of coercion. This includes maintaining a +oésed approachd the

management and shared usage of the maritime domain, including the South China Sea and the

East China Sea. These developments indicate that the US has become more assertive in pushing

its "Indo Pacific" agenda.

The Inde Pacific strategy concentratesn defence agreements with US allies in the region, many

of which have disputes with China, including Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Taiwan, India,
and Thailand. Existing pacts such as AUR@Srilateral security partnership between Australia,

the United Kingdom, and the United States, the Five Eyes alli@n@eovert club expected to
redefine geopolitical landscapes, and the Q@abe defence strategy grouping including
Australia, the United Kingdom, India, and New Zealand, are seen as mechanismsetd @S
influence in the region.

The white paper also calls for alignment with the European Union (EU) and the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO), which share an interest in opposing Chinese hegemony. The US
defence plans for maintaining a free lodPacific are grounded in protecting Taiwan and
defending its independence. The proposed plan outlined in the white paper includes the role of

Tai wandgs submarine fleet, that would play an int

containing theChinese Navy within the atolls south of Japan, east of Taiwan, and north of

Malaysia. This would facilitate the functioning of the US Seventh Fleet to intervene and control
Chinad3s access to oil shipped t hr owegdhthetUBe Mal ac
plan to launch the IndePacific Economic Framework (IPEF), a multilateral partnership aimed at

increasing US trade, investment, and diplomatic relations with the region. Overall, the Indo

Pacific Strategy aims for a coordinated effort betwedhe United States and its allies,
representing more thanon¢g hi rd of the worl dd3s popul ati on, t
Chinadss growing influence.

The trilateral partnership inaugurated in August 2023 at Camp David, among the US, Japan, and

South Korea, is another step towards forming a-US d dsesi an NATOff targeting
successful, this could lead to NAT@vel capabilities in Asia, withaeh country committing to

stronger security arrangements and military engagements. Regular war exercises are planned to

allow the three militaries to practice data sharing and coordinate their activities in real time.
Additionally, the General Security dilitary Information Agreement (GSOMIA) between Japan

and South Korea, much sought after by the US, expands military intelligence sharing beyond
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DPRKd&s missiles and nucl ear programmes to incl
the US, Japan, ah Sout h Korea to develop a common ope
foundati on o f2the abilitg of mifitay eguipméni or fgries to operate together

effectively. This operational framework supports US assertiveness and establishes a Nsirthea

Asian military theatre under US defence mechanisms.

The US tPivot to Asiaf strategy, initiated in 2
in the region, and US has strengthened its political and military alliances in East Asia. Theabilat

security treaty between the US and Japan, established in 1952, and subsequent agreements
allowing Japan to host US military forces and facilities, including increased military presence on
Okinawa Island, ensure a strong US presence in Northeast lst22 alone, Japan reportedly

spent $8 billion to support the US military stationed on Japanese soil in anticipation of handling

threats from China, North Korea, and Russia.

The US miliary presence in South Korea is justified by the growing threat fiiorth Korea,
Russia, and China. The Mutual Defence Treaty signed between the US and South Korea after the
division of the Korean peninsula in 1953 continues with increased commitments every time from
both sides. The US has granted South Korea Major-NgXlO Ally status, entitling it to certain
benefits in trade and security cooperation. The strong bond between the two countries is often
summari sed by the phrase tWe go together,tf re
serving alongside their Koreanliak. The Washington Declaration, issued jointly by President
Biden and President Yoon on 26 April 2023, announced the establishment of a nuclear
consultative group to strengthen nuclear deterrence efforts on the Korean Peninsula. Biden
called the declarabn a "prudent step" toward deterrence and a response to North Korea's
advancing nuclear threat, symbolising the US commitment to South Korea.

The remilitarisation of Japan, supported by the US, is another major threat to peace and security

in NortheastAs i a. Japandis defence policy has undergo
moving away fromtheposWor | d War |1 tpeace constitutiontg a
war and the use of force. The Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), under former Primst&tiShinzo

Abe, reinterpreted the constitution to allow f
troops engaging in warfare and conflict zones overseas.

Il n 2022, the Kishida administrationengadne!| | ed (
announced plans to double military spending to 2% of GDP by 2027. This decision reversed

J a p a n dggr pplioysotlimiting military spending to 1% of GDP and introduced a new policy

allowing counterstrike capabilities. Japan has since ordere@D4JS Tomahawk missiles, with

the ability to strike targets in China and North Korea. Japan's arms imports in the -20P3B

period increased by 155% compared to the 202018 span, and Japan's arms imports
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accounted for 4.1% of the global total, makingtite sixth-largest weapons importer in the
world, according to a report on international arms transfers published by SIPRI. Japan is now
rated among the top military spenders in Asia, with its defence budget the fithgest in the
world.

The transformedstrategy of the US towards Asia has raised concerns and anxiety in Asia, as it

threatens to destabilise peace and security. The US has been accused of causing divisions not

only in Northeast Asia but also in other Asian countries by intervening in bighteisputes. As

Chinadss influence expands in Asia, the US strugg

Ch i n a dsPronged Steagy Amidst Multiple Dilemmas in Northeast Asia

The revived strategic security alignment between Moscow and Pyongyianghaking China

uneasy. The DPRKd&s growing closeness to Russi a
signing of the 1961 Mutual Aid and Cooperation Friendship Treaty, China has long been North
Koreadds economic | if el ins,&€hinabas providdgd &lorth IKoteawithat i on al
economic aid, trade, and resources. This treaty also obliges China to intervene if North Korea

faces unprovoked aggression, underscoring their deep strategic relationship, which officials from

both sides oftenrefet o as a ®brotherhood. §f However, despite
relations between the two countries have become strained in recent years.

Tensions emerged in 2019 when North Korea took issue with a joint statement from China, Japan,

and South Koea during a summit in Chengdu. The statement called for complete
denuclearisation of the Korean Peninsula, among other security issues, which upset Pyongyang.
Diplomatic friction increased when, in 2017, North Korea embarrassed China by conducting a

balligic missile test just before the Belt and Road Forum in Beijing. Despite several meetings

between Chinese President Xi Jinping and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, relations have not
fully normalised. North Kor ead3sl9 paridemicdurtheb or der ¢
disrupted trade with China, its main trading partner. It was only in 2024 that China resumed

high-l ev el tal ks with North Korea, amid rising int
increased missile testing and military activities.

North Koreadids shift away from China is seen as &
China was perceived as North Koreadysrandngi g br ot h
North Korean officials. However, Kim Jong Un seems determine@dnice Chinese involvement

in his countrydgs affairs. By advancing its nucl
sovereignty and use its nuclear arsenal as leverage in international negotiations, decreasing its
dependence on Cindreasing clofepesstagRussia gndsiss willingness to engage
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with other countries, like Iran, signal a strategic shift.

Chinadds strategic priority remains mai ntai nin
denuclearisation, even though this stanedlows North Korea to continue advancing its nuclear
capabilities. Chinads official policy is basec
nukes. { However, bal ancing t hese three goal s
denuclearisatin, true peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula remain elusive. The growing
RussiaNorth Korea alliance and the strengthened trilateral relationship between the US, South

Kor ea, and Japan complicate Chi nadgshe USHdedi onal

alliance could evolve into a military bl oc, p C
regi on. North Koreadds deepening ties with Iran
cooperation, further heighten Chinads concerns

In this context, China must craft a strategy to respond to the shifting geopolitical landscape. Ling

Shengli, the Director of the International Security Research Centre at China Foreign Affairs
University advises that China adopt a thrggonged approab in dealing with the US and the
situation in Northeast Asia. According to Shencg
competing with the US, managing its relations with Japan and South Korea, and preventing the
formation of an antiChinabbc i n t he regi on. Chinadks ability
maintain its influence will depend on its strategic handling of evolving security alliances and

regional dynamics.

Prospects of Peace and Security Considerations in Asia

Understandingsecurity considerations in the Northeast Asia region requires examining them
within the broader context of Asiad3ds security
as most active players in the field have a regional role in the geostrateginarKen Jimbo of

the Keio University outlines three layers of the Adracific security architecture: (1) US bilateral

alliance networks; (2) ad hoc cooperation formed around specific security issues; and (3)
regionwide security cooperation. The Northeaétsia region still lacks an effective security
mechanism, largely due to its enduring Cold War mentality. From the end of World War Il to the
Cold Wards concl usi on, t he US-Paificarpgom thraughe s e c u
bilateral alliances wht Japan, South Korea, Australia, the Philippines, and Thailand. Since the
post-Cold War era, these U8entred "hub and spokes" bilateral relationships have evolved into
cooperation among allies and partner countries (spokes) with increased collaborattbmam-
aliedactorda trend known as tnetworking. {
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Mi hoko Kato of Hokkaido University in Japan, a s
AsiaPaci fi c region, oObserves t hat , r at h-ked t han e
alliance netwoks have played a role in maintaining the Adtacific regional security order. This

is evident in adapting to changes such as the DEF
the early 2000s, Russia and China did not challenge theleé&alliances itthe region. However,

Russi adis role diminished as its military capab
strengthened political and security ties with China, including improved relations with Pyongyang.

This indicates Rus sreasedgonfideaceeur n t o Asia with inc

Chinadss security situation in Northeast Asia is

Russia or its other immediate neighbours. The Ru<3iana border has remained peaceful for
several years, and North Korea does not p@sdirect threat to China, as its missile targets are
primarily Japan and South Korea. China disputes the US role in Northeast Asia, arguing that
security is a mutual concern, and when one side tries to enhance its security, it has to take into
account theimpact on the security of others. While every country has the right to develop its
defensive and offensive capabilities, a responsible power should promote mutual security rather
than adopting unilateral approaches. The US is militarily stronger in thmrebut should address
concerns about its military presence, which can be perceived as excessive.

Despite discussions about the need for a multilateral security mechanism in East Asia, there is
neither an effective mechanism nor a credible, mutually gutedle leader to address critical
issues related to peace and security in the region. Pressing concerns, such as the nuclear issue
on the Korean Peninsula, have been largely ignored. The US, Japan, and South Korea have not
proposed a viable blueprint for uwh a mechanism, and the focus on pursuing individual
advantages ultimately threatens regional peace and security.

Ecumenical Accompaniment and Responses to Peace with Justice and the Unification of
Korea

Korean unification and peace with justice on theninsula have been concerns of the ecumenical
movement for decades. Ever since the Korean war broke out, the World Council of Churches
(WCC) has expressed its concern over the Korean situation. The churches in South Korea have
also seen WCC as their prnpartner during their struggle amidst war and in their aspirations for
peace, reconciliation, and unification.

The Korean war began on 25 June 1950, and the following morning, on 26 June, a cable was

received from Rev. H. Namkung, General Secretary eflational Council of Churches in Korea
( NCCK) . He informed that =l arge invading forces
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help from USA. Use your best influence.f Dr Fr
of the Churches on Intarational Affairs (CCIA), replied via telegram to Namkung, conveying that
smoved by Korean tragedy, CCIA maintaining con
church | eaders about representation to United

leadership of both WCC and International Missionary Council (IMC), Nolde sent a letter to the
United Nations (UN) Secretary Gener al on 26 J
Churches on International Affairs, in seeking world peace with justice,hasiges the duty of

Christians to support negotiation rather than primary reliance upon arms as an instrument of
policyf®f. The CCI A, on behalf of the WCC, i nit
resolution to the Konrwasseenasa thriedttd peace antsequrityaaigs di v |
a denial of justice to millions of Koreans who became victims of war, caught between military

forces from many countries across the world. However, this official position changed within a

short span of tine due to strong lobbying and the influence of American church leadership and
policymakers, who swayed the churches and the ecumenical fellowship.

As we look back on the ecumenical accompaniment and responses that have evolved over the
years, we must corider the reality that existed then and the current situation. At that time,
churches in the West had the power to exert influence, and they often aligned with their
governments, advocating for their national interests. Today, seven decades later, weratieea
lethargic approach in terms of their involvement in Korean peace advocacy. The reasons are
either that the churches in the US are now weaker or that they have lost interest.

In the first few days of the Korean War, significant developments occuwétin the ecumenical

family. When the Executive Committee of the CCIA met in Toronto from 3 to 5 July 1950, prior

to the Central Committee meeting of WCC, drafts of a statement on the Korean situation and a

l etter addressed toTohAlrch€briatKaneaintKoftedf
members. However, in a dramatic move, two members of the CCIA Executive Committee, Dr
Reinhold Niebuhr, and Rev. Martin Niemoller, convinced the rest of the committee to change the

content of the statement.They proposed shifting the emphasis towards supporting the need for

a Bpolice measurefy in Korea, aligning with the
Dr Richard M. Fagley, an executive secretary of CCIA based in New York (@etieiary ofthe

Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America), who had drafted the statement was a close
advisor to John Foster Dulles and a supporter
the CCIA Executive Committee meeting, the WCC Central Commatszeconvened in Toronto.

Niebuhr and Niemoller were appointed to revise the text of the statement before it was
presented to the Central Committee meeting, held from 9 to 13 July 1950. The Central Committee
adopted the revised statement, finalised by Nigir and Niemoller, which was subsequently

publi shed as the tStatement on The Korean Situ
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The Toronto Centr al Committeed3ds statement on t he
was criticised by WCC member churches. It spdriam ideological clash within the ecumenical

fellowship, with accusations that the WCC had aligned itself with Western positions, failing to

fully grasp the complexities of the Korean war.
endorsing the US gsition, since American military forces, fighting under the UN flag, made up

the bulk of the UN General Command. An unfortunate consequence of this position was the
dissatisfaction among some WCC member churches. T.C. Chao from China, a President of the

WQ representing the Asia region, resigned in pr
as dominated by Western influence. Furthermore, four founding member churches of WCC from

China withdrew their membership from WCC as a form of protest.

The staterent adopted by the Toronto Centr al Commi tte
actiondg against North Korea. The UN Commi ssi on o
its action, was biased against the North, declaring North Korea the aggressoe iKahean War.

It was later found that the findings of the UN Commission were incorrect. Records showed that

John Foster Dulles, special advisor to the US President at the time and directly involved with the

Korea issue, was instrumental in changing the Wi@Sition on Korea from advocating for
dznegotiationdg to supporting d&police action. dd@ Jus
the CCIA had asked the UN to pursue the path of negotiations. There is reason to believe that

Dulles wanted touseth&VC Cd3s support as a mor al weapon in tl
was forced to ignore the voices from Chinese churches, leading to major controversy within the

WCC. This likely prompted Communist governments, particularly North Korea and China, to
reassesgshe WCC, viewing it as an organisation aligned with the political policies of the West,

particularly the USA. After the Toronto Central Committee meeting, the CCIA worked closely with

the United Nations, especi al | yObfsoelrlvoawiinogn tChoemneisst s
by the UN General Assembly on 7 October 1950. The CCIA continued consultations with church

leaders in South Korea and acted as an intermediary between the contending parties within the

UN forces, closely working with US officialShe development and expansion of church

sponsored relief programme in Korea increased the importance of a close liaison between the

WCC and the UN Korean Reconstruction Agency (UNKRA). For several intervening years, the
WCCd3s f ocus r e ma itmmethberoanurches In&outhoKorea. We issue of

reunification of Korea could not be openly addressed by churches in South Korea due to the

political situation and government restrictions. These restrictions also affected the felipvof

earlier initiatives or direct engagement with churches in South Korea.

The changing attitudes of the leaders of both Koreas paved the way for a breakthrough in the

WCCd3s i nvol vement when a joint communigqgue was i s
South Korea on 4 July 1972. This provided the WCC with an opportunitgiterate its concerns.

WCC General Secretary Rev. Eugene Carson Blake sent identical telegrams on 7 July 1972 to the
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President of the Republic of Korea, General Park Chung Hee, and the Prime Minister of the DPRK,
Kim Il Sung, congratulating them on theatess of the talks between the two countries and the
issuance of the joint communique. He welcomed the idea of their plans for further negotiations.
Between 1972 and 1984, there were several visits by representatives from the North Korean
Embassy in Genevim WCC headquarters. Communication also took place between the Korean
Christian Federation (KCF) of North Korea and WCC through letters. Meanwhile, South Korean
churches were alerting and urging CCIA/ WCC to show solidarity with the aspirations of Korean
churches for peace and unification. However, more substantial involvement of the WCC, through
the CCIA, only resumed in 1984 with the initiation of the Tozanso international consultation.

Dr Ninan Koshy, the third DiletedMCOhmadwdstledwite CCIl A
the issue of peace even before its formal inauguration, it was only at the Sixth Assembly of WCC,

held in Vancouver in 1983, that it made the connection of peace and justice as a matter of clear
convictionand an inescapablats kf . The Vancouver Assembly stat
stand in need of peace and justice. Peace cannot be built on the foundations of injustice. Peace
requires a new international order based on justice for and within all nations and respechéor t

Godgi ven humanitys The Biblical vision of peace
all Goddis people, is not one of several option:
time.f§ This i mper at i v elozhnsodorodess int1984, which gavennew ng o
i mpetus for WCCds deeper involvement and ecume

The Korean peninsula has long presented one of the biggest challenges in the interrelationship
between peace and justice. Korean churches édoeen at the forefront of struggles for peace

with justice and dignity, particularly in advocating for human rights, human dignity, and
democratisation. But these struggles have often been adversely affected by the division of Korea,
especially in terms Dits implications for militarisation and the way national security was
perceived. Nati onal security | aws were frequen
his time as the CCIA Director and his involvement in Korean unification advocacy, Koglry
observed: sl n our discussions with Korean <chur
division of Korea had to be explored as one way of strengthening the struggle for justice. That

would provide also a strong link between the struggles fostice and peace. It was also a

situation that illustrated the tensions between security perceptions of state and the security of

the people". The WCC leadership later recognised that serious mistakes had been made in the
Toronto statement. As the Centr&lommittee admitted during its meeting in Moscow, USSR in

1989, the mistakes of the past had weighed heavily on the ecumenical community. There was a
growing recognition that WCC had an obligation to support the efforts initiated by churches in

the Republicof Korea for reunification.

Since 1984, WCC has been deeply involved in promoting peace and the unification of divided
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Korea in various ways. When the WCC decided to revisit the division of Korea, decades after the
Toronto Statement, it took a more objéiwe approach and began rebuilding its relations with
churches in the Peopledds Republic of China. One
occurred in 1989 when the WCC Central Committee meeting in Moscow, in the then USSR before

its disintegrationpecame the venue for the firsever meeting between North Korean and South

Korean church leaders. Two Central Committee members from South Korea, along with two
representatives from the Korean Christian Federation in North Korea and a few South Korean
church leaders, attended the Moscow Central Committee meeting. Welcoming the church leaders

from North and South Korea was a momentous and emotional occasion, marked by applause, a
standing ovation, and the spontaneous singing of the hymn, Laudate Omnes Gdhte ( Pr ai s e
the Lord, all ye nations (peoples), praise him, all ye peoplPsalm 116). | had the privilege of
attending this historic meeting as a young steward, selected to serve at the WCC Moscow Central
Committee meeting. It was an unforgettable expamce to witness this firstever encounter

between North and South Korean church leaders. One evening during the meeting, a special
session was organised for all Asian participants of the Central Committee. | recall that this
occasion that celebrated Asiasolidarity was organised and coordinated by Dr. Park Kyung Seo,

who was the Asia Secretary of the WCC at the time.

The Centr al Committee also unani mously adopted
Reunification of Kor ea, dgpsthahtihasihot awaysdealtdequitably he WCC
with the Korean question. Mistakes of the past should weigh on the conscience of the ecumenical
community and intensify our determination to str
It is true that the WCC continues to be steadfast in its commitment to be in solidarity with the

churches and people of Korea in their struggle for peace with justice. Numerous actions have

been undertaken over the past four decades since that commitment was affirmed.

Asian Ecumenical Response

The Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) has been a primary partner of the WCC in its deeper
engagement with Korean unification advocacy since the initiation of the Tozanso process. Ninan
Koshy reflected on this collaboration in hisggentation during the 25tlanniversary international
consultation of the Tozanso process, which was held in Tsuen Wan, Hong Kong, in October 2009.
This event was jointly organised by CCIA/WCC and the CCA. Historically, the CCA has ensured
active participabon and representation from Asian churches., CCA remains a privileged
instrument of the Asian ecumenical movement and continues to play a vital role as a coordinator
and facilitator of ecumenical engagements among Asian churches. Since its founding intH®57
CCA has steadfastly accompanied the churches and people in Korea in solidarity. The CCA

56 NCCK 100



Il cwl mrc ?0bbepmmmj grgaq gl Lmprfc_qr ?2qg_* I'b grg Gkn_ar

gl rfc Impc_HCadlskglgajj Pcgnmlgcgqg

remains committed to this accompaniment, often mobilising Asian churches in support of the
divided Korean people.

In 1997, CCA organised Asia Sunday with thentlee, sNorth Korea: Gi ve
recently, Asia Sunday 2016 focused on tsKor ea
15thGeneral Assembly of the CCA in Kottayam, the Asian churches reiterated their deep concern,
support, and solidarity wtih the people and churches on the Korean peninsula. The Assembly
adopted a statement on tSeventy Years After

mil

t

Korean Peninsula,f reflecting the aspirations

conflict and tension may be broken and for a move toward a path of peace. We are reminded
once again that the Korean War is not over; peace is imperfect and war can break out at any
time. On this 70th anniversary of the armistice, we fervently pray for trueape on the Korean

T

f

Peninsul af. The statement al so expressed conc«

North and South Korea, particularly following the failure of the 2019 summit in Hanoi, Vietnam,
the demolition of the Joint InterKorean Liaison @ite in 2020, the termination of
communication lines, the closure of northern borders since the pandemic, and the lack of
opportunities for meetings with the Korean Christian Federation (KCF) since December 2019.
The CCA Assembly also urged efforts to aelsl this dire situation, and prayed for the-re
establishment of relations with the KCF and the resumption of opportunities for Christians from
both Koreas to worship together.

The Asian ecumenical response to the aspirations of the Korean people, eHpeefdA member
churches and member councils such as the NCCK in South Korea, as well as partners like the
Korean Christian Federation (KCF) in North Korea, was reflected when the 15th CCA General
Assembly called for an official end to the Korean War andyed for a peace agreement to
replace the 1953 Armistice.

Towards an effective ecumenical response: What is next?

For more than 70 years, the people of Korea have lived under the shadow of insecurity. External
actors have intensified the conflict on thKorean Peninsula, often overshadowing the voices and
needs of the Korean people themselves. The global ecumenical movement, including churches
worldwide, has engaged in advocacy for peace, reconciliation, and the unification of Korea.
However, peace andecurity continue to be under constant threat. In this context, it is crucial to

ask how we can advance meaningful and sustained ecumenical actions and responses. We must
guestion whether our churches and governments will continue to adopt a passive ahroa
limiting their advocacy only to issuing statements during General Assemblies, rather than actively
engaging with policymakers and those who can influence government policies and actions. For
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instance, the US has imposed sustained economic sanctiondlomnh Korea and has exerted

control over South Koread3s military, including |
Defense (THAAD) system to counter potential North Korean missile threats. China and Russia

have also been involved. Yet, there hasdpea noticeable lack of ecumenical response or

engagement in practical actions to influence these policies by the churches in the U.S or other

Western countries who have considerable influence among policy makers of their countries.

Churches in North Améca are wellpositioned to challenge their governments to initiate new
peace building efforts on the Korean Peninsula. A new peduaglding initiative should aim to
replace the 1953 Armistice Agreement with a permanent Peace Treaty, thus formally erding t
state of war; this is the aspiration of the Korean churches. Without addressing ongoing
provocative military exercises and the continued arms race involving the US, Japan, and South
Korea, efforts to eliminate nuclear weapons from the region will remaéffective. Advocacy on
these issues also is much needed today and ecumenical advocacy initiatives need to be
developed before it is too late.

There is a need for an appropriate mechanism for dialogue, involving churches and ecumenical
actors from theSix Party Talks nations. This mechanism could serve as a model for advocacy on
peace, human security, arms reduction, economic sanctions, and demilitarisation and
denuclearisation campaigns at both regional and international levels. The campaign shousd foc
on achieving a formal end to the Korean War as a step towards the denuclearisation of the Korean
Peninsula. The Ecumenical Forum for Peace, Reunification and Development Cooperation on the
Korean Peninsula (EFK), initiated in 2008 at the Arnaldshainf@eamce in Germany, together

with the participation and support of the Korean Christian Federation (KCF) in North Korea, needs
to refocus its role. It is now imperative to review and revise the original Terms of Reference of
the EFK to revitalise its roland enhance its contributions to peace and reconciliation advocacy.

The quest for peace and security on the Korean Peninsula demands a reinvigorated and strategic
approach from both ecumenical actors and global stakeholders. The enduring conflict and the
complex geopolitical dynamics require a concerted effort to move beyond symbolic gestures and
towards substantive, actionable strategies. By revisiting and strengthening mechanisms such as
the EFK, the ecumenical community can play a pivotal role in tramsing the current state of
insecurity into a pathway towards lasting peace. The ecumenical community must rise to respond
to this challenge by engaging in dialogues, advocating for peaceful solutions, and holding
governments accountable for their roles perpetuating and intensifying conflicts in Northeast
Asia region.
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Response_
— KangHee Han(Specialized member of NCCK, Adjunct Professor of Hanshin University

I woul d | Ma&kteh etwos tGeaonrkg eDrChunakara for hi s
resentation is of great significance i n that
nd the hegemonic rivalries amdvecthiglapethes ebat w
ecurity situation on the Korean Peninsula and
he worl d chur ch irne goiua ntdhien gf uptevarcee. oMb otvhee al | |
nd meaningf ul that the speaakemandwhpabhasadéeoad
cumenéekati ons and curreaedriyetseCivreiszd tatsh e h@o e
f Asia (CCA) aeahdthbeCbMmthesaton of the Church
CCbA)the WorldcbdamCCiisaibee Chsue of the Korear
uggestumeni cal practices and directions. We | o
cumeni cal policy makers in establishing peacec¢
xami eelBi shory of the peace movement in Northes
hurches at the gl obal W@OE&ndeCChAeanael bleewe lisn,v oilnv
|l so opens up the possibility of uwruittuyal b wiolhdisn ¢
he nati onaNatlieovneall oo utnice | CfOKC Alsr omee sc eilne bK ant
entenarNy\CCKhdthbkbe 40t h aTorzianmesros Prryocefsst hand a
i ntKeorr e an relations i s neorrte i podetad e t hdamdgpever c

o —~+ 9 o o 6 uw —~0 O » T+ »w ® T B

commi t ment to and interest in the movement for
wi || once again take shape.

2. l would like to begin my commesby mentioning aKorearfilm that is relevant toour discussion

There is a war film called71:Into the Fire> released in June 2010 by South Korean director John

H. Lee. The film retells the true story gfoung student volunteer soldiers of South Koreaho

defended the local Pohang girls' middle schoaktrategic point, on 11 August 1958gainst the

North Korean Armydss 766th Division on behalf of
moved to the Nakdong River Front. A total of gfudent soldiers fought the North Korean army

for 11 hours inthe school. The film reproduceshow the soldiers allowed the 3rd Division
headquarters stationed inthe place as well as neighheing support units, police and
administrative agencies, to safely evacuate and the citizens of Pohang to escape. While the
historicalacctn cy of the fil md3s depi cti on studentsokliorsat ed, i
were killed in action, four were missing, and 13 were taken prisoner. During the final engagement
depicted in the film, these lines are spoken. As Oh Jdmogn, the leader of the student soldiers,

lies down under a hail of bullets, the North Korean Major, Park Murang, approaches him and says,

&I had hoped that there would be no such misfoi
Korea, and | was born in North raa. ... I'm sorry, Comrade Oh Jahge o m. 3
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The film deals with the tragedy of young stude
i nternational Col d War . At the same ti me, it pr
tragedy is & bbarheyestaeedayansformed by war i nto d
they have no choicetihior tlo Ma&jcdnacrea shai @t, h esro.meA P e
are just born in the South, and some people are |
birth hasgi derctoinfei mati on of friend or foe, creat.

When7llnt o thepmrEé mieer ed at S aGubolredr IUn i Avedistiaryi um
2010, Professor Brexpee nCukm rnegasn  sat ul dei @edsip, h gacsasteesds e d
condiitni oanhse K®&Kroe &@m Wars an uni mportant country to
t he Korean War had an enor mouffd ndmpal¢t adm eAme hiec 4
Wan,he Uni te@lemsSaeatependi ng skyrocketed and accel
overseas bases.

3. Mhrunakar a armgaitsisoni maztd bdiamagl ohdheth apewbesen usir
t heir pmoiwkiot arryshape the order i n WNohead etahset sAistiuagt
on the Korean Penilndmillsi $ ht Dha amor epenti nesnwlia o n me
iznsecurity, mi strust, rivalrdgi, steotri somphy di mpt
North and South lwtnéeéwmsr daleingriment £ dof power at

threatens sustainable peace and sdowmgruietsst iiom t he
t hat r unhsi st hprroeusgetnava tciaonrn peopl e and communities a
Andow nca he international community foster sustai
compl exities anThrmwlgthi ptlhee scer ikseeys 2questi ons, t he
compl ex cpermsiims wlna tfhreom a geopol i ti calalderngpeect i
and efforts for the ecumenical community.

4. This presentation can Tlee sfuimrmatr iisse dt h ant t hea eexce
Peninsula and in Northeast ®&oiad Warpiime@diaht ¢ on
War ménty refeseatedtpeydeebogical riesdeddie of tl
attitudes that intensified political and militar
and the Soviet Unihtdar BddWat s labrl Infebnstsaal Gotkyd fWel | e«
suspicion, mi strust and ideological conflicts, v
including arms races. In turn, this ment al i NSt e
contributed tteo pehaec @ nacnodepsiase®d oy Fnom this pers

e

n

presenter points -Coodtd tWaat eirm,t hNeorpdhetast Asi a,
Peninsula, is still experiencing politiaadl and m
t he att empRuss soifa CGbhids alJ atpopanbui | d up pgemeinrsudramament

under the shadow of the Cold War mentality. This
notm®re than seventy vyear sanmfAremi stthiec es i(gln9 5n3g) ,o f1
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Peninsul a remai gs mose w«fonttfeemtwomulsd ar eas

5The se@oomhe presentsert hatguesnew international
Northeast Asia as a feature of amddasyt'rsatego sl
peacebuilding on the Korean IFhe mirrdssul & oarae arl egglei
situat i pemiors utl meg this presentation wil!/| revi e\
of t haW&mwor elan ,iptalreaiptaulhaaw t he hegemonic occupat
of tSmendUt he Soviet Uni on, centred on the Kore
syst@mNort heast Asia, and examines the |l ogic a
t wo pomwkrtsheai r neighbour sf,ol@Hieia amrdajlapar,y vwhi
intervention of these powers has |l ed to increa
Kor,eavhi ch in turn has increased military tensi

The recent visit of Russian President VIadimir
representation of these tensi onwsn sPiugslendke athhge No |
on the Comprehensi wve &Ststae gl oe WaxRiussesN®amnt p

Korean Treaty of Friendship, >Goohi MNéi gvralso wardloipn
2000. AccordingTrtemattyh e etl exats eadf btyhde he DPRK, t he
and strengthen «coocpeurdatnigonagirn caulllt ufrieg | desd,u cian i c

and touri sm, not just military cooperation. Th
that the twiomsfiaresglsdhmdll strategic stability a
order, and strengthen stiffiAredgict eard wadticoalpec:

of armed aggression by another country (Articl

I n particul ar , 5 Arthsckeahysobactenfthae two sides

ar memvasion, the other side willdpt odpeidtehsomitl i t
deldgany accordance with the U.N. Chart grhiasmmndl irred e
predicts ddoaxthe Kbe k ai-opgerrantaitdmnaand csouppo-rt i n t
Ukr aWwar anas well as security issues on the Kor

Tr eaflye New Yo k2 07 7Jnerse upuwhbyl iosfhed ta cflles, eventu
whe revival eafa anuC@ atad p Meedfgeen bet ween North Kore
fraught gl obal mo me n t( Kop ceak e dC hantnhhehr ef Baugemt)am . e s
at mosphere, raspdihret od eswetn,t ewoul d deepen -t he pol
North-Koenee8out h-Ksdmean, further complicating t
Korean Peninsul a.

6.The thirdye@pbasgiksaroan t he needadbiromalpraceécucme

response to this geopoliticaThishiprtedeanttahtei amt
the efforts and issues of the world Christian
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Peni nsulga ofbragmoa al pescpiebeés vehel t n@@lnv etmeent of
Korean War, parti @ulpekdtya ttehnee ncto namr olvheer skoarlean Si
Wor |l d>®&ddpted by the Centr al Committee in July 1
ecumenical thiplkziaoabi pnsegcledthsad eACCtalhel Whe groundwo

for civil discussions on the issue of peace on t
Assembly (1983), t hdruosutgihc et,h diehat caegneainbdidk DBIfF Cr e at i o
which | memboehueneetdtdr essing the challenges and i ss
| ater at Tozanso, Japan. The sisgonniei r eahcmeefi hpes

bet ween North mndhwroaulbbklce&anekelas,s and di alogue bo
estabbeswéaec&nd t he Korean nCKEFdtmi addeEdgd oemat it he
and QGGQCgsolidarity and prayers for peacef ul reun
statements and cdmmai dhray ef cropd o &f doantt spted atc @ otuhse

ways. For exampl e, tGbAh Hétth AssEmbitayam, t hediCa,
i ssarmdof fici al70OstYaetagmemtf teefr ¢« he Armi stice: A St a
PeacehenKor eaxr ePaefnfiinrsmmilnag t he ¢ ommihtumemte soft oAdiha

peni nsul a. However, the global ec-mmkntaal sabdmmon
nucl eari sa¢ g.ooMkso ft tehespeaker pointed out, overco
confl i eeniomsulha requires a strategic approach an

makers themboldi cf .gestur es

lappreciate Dr Chunakear ssimonpmmaacuea eandssgdhuarsi tayndi s
peninsula and woul d Itihkrgeuee st sblas ewit hle yoll bwbdmg s
perspective.

1) The pveatddataes2o he War dgnse nsttaillilt yat wor k in the
Kor ean Pwehniicnhs ufluar,t her perpetuates geopolitical ai
Even at the dhivciroi Ve vmi n dgdfd te&S oauntdp et&hpi Fnekainndgo mi nat e
and they are experiencing an epistemol tHgisecal it gl
mi strust, and ideol ogiigc amlucd emfrl it etsg sf wmerld Mcaratr mal
i ntKkeorr ean reconciliation and c ocoopnetrraibbiuotwee r Vb me cC &
this Cold War mentality?

2) The presdihtezerchanged geopolitical environment
the prospect of increasingly polarising politic
<Treaty on the Compr ehexnlsdtvee ent rRUxegiiac idBmd t Ner
exepcted to intensify the exi s tRusghlbceotnhf | Kocrteuaa,l a ne
Sout h-lKsmpan ogernsbhlkea. Thi s i s pewmnoitn sounllay, abnuti saslu
significantt hResbbka atVarbheedt po gielnittiaarly nconfl i cts in
From an international perspective, whatCQGeal i sti
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anecumeni cal networks in each columd hegsropmplee x
i ssues?

3) As an ecumemitchad urestpaolmlsee security situatio
calls for the cof@induéChAesed footsdafithef ®r a pe
t he Korean Peninsubbobadni ardali tli ewnelto, tihtesies al
commitments and efdeati sndkinr t heaetmag@t Yefaes Aft e
the Armistice: A Statement for Recx(mRdi2l3i)gt itone
member churCChesl dfhet lecumeniec aldceda ety i ng

campafiogrn peace on the NKoQKaanbleemi psomati ilge pe a
at the national l evel through various peace e
meetsiingdowever, the Chriemai am, @d&a ddtermdmsgimeimden t
grassroots ecumeni sm. What are the ways and st
popul arise the Christian peace and unification

I would | ike@itvo ngo bdUhuwdnen klayy a once again for hi
provided i mportant insights for deepening the
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS

d mp

tChanges in International Order and Peacebuilding
for East Asia and Korea"

Presentation_

Impossibility/Possibility of Peace on the Korean Peninsula
— Dr. Kim Sungkyung (Professor, University of North Korean Studjes

1.

The internationabkocietydgregime established after World War Il has become inoperable. Among
the permanent members of the U.N.'s Security Council, which was created to prevent war and
maintain peace, wars are underway simultaneously in Europe and the Middle East, where Russia
andthe United States are directly related. The WTO, which is a symbol of the liberal trade system,
virtually stopped working when U.S. President Trump advocadedAmericaFirst policyand
unilateralism. After World War Il, the international political poweattprevented at least a global

war has beendismantled, and the liberal trade system represented by globalization was
transformed into protectionism. Then, th€OVIB19pandemic broke out and the global value
chain collapsed, and competition among counsiover technologyhas made it so that there is

no longera distinction between allies and friendly countries. In the pasivé can say thathe

U.S. took over global police power and provided security, maintaining its hegemony and
maintaining overwhelnmg economic power, the world is now in the midst of an era of chaos in
which the management of the hegemonic power is no longer working. dtithe power and
resources to operate the world, the U.S. seeks to maintain its last influence by advodatitige
ideologcal philosophie®f both liberalism and totalitarianism (Taeseo Cha, 2024). Although the
power of the United States has weakened, the power to confront it is far away and the balance
of power between the United States and China is still unstalaedthe sounds ofrupture are
heardthroughout the world.

A significant number of international political scientists predict that the unstable power
relationship between the United States, a declining hegemonic power, and China, which failed to
build an overwhelming power due to various internal problems, will likely continue for a
considerable period of time. Although the United States is mobilizing all of its allies to keep China
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in check, it is unlikely that China, the world's market and factorifl give in. Ultimately, military
instability is likely to result in competitive relations between the United States and China,
especially with Taiwan and the Korean Peninsula being weak.lidlaintaining influence over
Taiwan is crucial for the United &tes, which seeks to keep China in check by advocating an
Indo-Pacific strategy While China, which claims'One Ching"as its most important national
identity, is striving to prevent the US from influencing the Taiwan Strait. The problem is that as
tensions between the US and China escalate over Taiwan, the likelihood that pressure between
the US and China will erupt on the divided Korean Peninsula is gradually increasing. This is due
to the fact that the level of security cooperation between South Korél@e United States and
Japan has risen to the level of a quaalliance, and there is a high possibility that a cooperative
structure between North Korea, China and Russia will be formed in response. The possibility of
another war on the Korean Peninsukhigher than ever since the postold War, recalling that

the Korean War was a combination afcivil war within the nation andan international war in
which both sides of the Cold War clashed.

Rising tensions between the two Koreas should also be takeém account. Throughout théime
since theHanoi No Deal and the COVIL® pandemic, North Korea has gradually increased its
level of criticism of South Korea, and announced that irt€orean relations have virtually
collapsed. Finally, in January 2024, Chairman Kim Jongpersonally defined inteiKorean
relations as "two hostile countriesat war,” and declared that there is no longéo be any
reunification of the same people. The Yoon Suk Yeol government, which emphasizes a "value
alliance" based on freedom, later defined the North Korean systsna "totalitarian force" and
pointed it out as an obstacle to theeunification of the Korean Peninsula. As thaycrease
hostility and hated for each other, both the South and the North are striving to increase their
military power Both the North which possesses nuclear weapons and the South which has
bought all kinds of hightech weaponsare declaringtheir willingness torepel an accidental
military conflict. There is a growing possibility that the crisis, which started with criticism against
each oter, will turn into uncontrollable violence and war.

2.

During the postCold War period, the two Koreas faced an opportunity for exchange and
cooperation. As the Berlin Wall fell in 1989, and the Soviet Union was dismantled in 1991, and
there was the tansition to the Eastern Bloc system in the early 1990s South Korea was given
the opportunity to develop diplomatic relations with the former Soviet Union. South Korea, which
started to establish diplomatic relations with the former socialist state, saatithe system of
competition between the two Koreas was virtually over. North Korea faced the worst situation
domestically, suffering the death of North Korean leader Kirsuhg in 1994, natural disasters
from 95-98, and the worst food shortage from 92000. Internationally, it fell into diplomatic
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isolation due to the regime change of socialist countries that were once of the pillars of the Cold
War. North Korea's choice in a situation of inferiority was to develop nuclear weapons, maintain
its system though an asymmetric military strategy, and move away from isolation with the
international community.

Nevertheless, due to the pressure of the pe§told War, North Korea actively engaged in inter
Korean dialogue and agreed on int&orean exchanges and cooperation through the June 15
Declaration in 2000. The Kaesong Industrial Complex construction projedtich began in
earnest in 2000, started with the entry of South Korean companies in 2005 and became a
symbol of interKorean economic cooperation until it was suspended in 2016 due to North
Korea's fourth nuclear and missile tests. The Mt. Geumgang teajept, which was started in
1998 led by the Hyundai Group, was also suspended in 2008 due to the killing of a tourist at Mt.
Geumgang. In addition to economic exchange and cooperation, the 2000s, when social and
cultural exchanges such as academics, ediocg arts, and sports were active, froze in the 2010s,
and in South Korea, the conservative government showed a defensive stance on kKdezan
exchange and cooperation, and the increase in North Korea's nuclear and missile capabilities
caused the actuainter-Korean exchange and cooperation to stop completely from 2016, when
the Kaesong Industrial Complex closed.

The memory of interKorean dialogue, exchange, and cooperation lasted a considerable amount
of time. This indicates that there was a belidfidt peace on the Korean Peninsula could be
established if the two Koreas resume exchanges. Furthermore, the experience of a "democratic
revolution" in which South Korean President Park Geun Hye was impeached by the power of
Koreadds ci t i ziensthatthafiozmridterkoregn eetatiorstcould be transformed
again. The Moon Jae In administration, which emerged after the impeachment, began to actively
engage in interKorean dialogue based on a high government approval rating, and the 2018
Pyeongclang Olympics led to three inteKorean summits and three North KorddS summits.

The sudden start of dialogue gave the illusion that the resumption of inkarean exchanges

and peace on the Korean Peninsula would be possible at any moment, but neithéwth&oreas

have been able to create a qualitative transformation for peace on the Korean Peninsula due to
domestic and international pressures and environmental changes. It can be interpreted that the
functionalist approach of change through exchange ammbperation was the main direction that
enabled interKorean relations during the postold War period, but it has entered a stage where
even functionalist attempts are no longer possible as the international situation shifted to the
post-post- Cold War peod, which refers to the period following the postold War.

The "Unification Doctrine," announced by President Yoon Suk Yeol in his August 15 congratulatory

speech, has the characteristics of a new unification plan announced in line with the changes of
the times, and its main goal was to create a change in North Korea by using offensive methods.
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It advocated for the "Northward march of freedom" and contains a de facto "absorption
unification" plan to establish a liberal democratic system in the Northhaf Korean Peninsula.
The " principle of coexistence in which no one eats anyone, no one is eaten by anyone, no one
overpowers the other, and no one is overpowered by the other," which was clearly stated in the
1989 Declaration of Moon, Ik HwaHeo Dam (Apl 2, 1989), published by Pastor Moon fikvan,

who visited North Korea in 1989 to read the changes in the times of the p@sid War and
contribute to the reunification of the Korean Peninsula, has been undone by the South Korean
government in the name offreedom."

3.

The 1990s and 2000s were important times when qualitative changes not only in kKerean
relations but also in South Korean society took place. Since the establishment of procedural
democracy in 1987, South Korean society has adyivesponded to the liberal trade economic
order and focused on economic growth. Before the 1997 financial crisis, South Korea's average
economic growth rate exceeded 7% on average. In addition to halving the economic growth rate
due to the foreign exchang crisis, it was a decisive opportunity for the transformation of the
foundation of the South Korean economy, such as the overseas sale of-stateed companies,

the expansion of labor flexibility, and the opening of the financial market, into a neoliberal
economy. The South Korean economy, which is closely integrated into the global economy,
achieved quantitative growth, but internally, people's lives were rapidly devastated due to
extreme competition and labor market flexibility. Survivalism, which can dedined as a
neoliberal custom, became a categorical order, and the rapid destruction of social solidarity and
social consensus on social values led everyone to an individualistic life. According to Kimm Hong
joong, who has continued to study the social mai, the decisive moment that the 'mind of
authenticity', which dominated Korean society in the democratization era, was transformed into
the 'mind of survivalism' was the fulbcale adoption of the neoliberal system in the late 1990s
and early 2000s (2005) The problem was the effect of neoliberal customs combined with a
divided society. The conservative camp's discourse on ierean exchange and cooperation
referred to as, sunconditional §, created a tre
trend of calculating exchanges with North Korea as economic gains and losses played a decisive
role in weakening the legitimate approaches such as national identity and reunification.

The neoliberalization of society has gradually eroded the foundations of democracy that Korean
society had achieved so far. For instance, as the democratic and civil movements entered the
2010s, their trend rapidly contracted, and the labor world becamih&gic in the face of capital

as the gap in interests between the differentiated working classes became sharp. Although the
institutional and legal frameworks gradually advanced, social cooperation, consensus, and
intervention for mediation were neutraled. As 'fairness and justice' emerged as the most
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prioritized social values, discrimination against the seemnomic weak was justified, and
fundamental questions about the social welfare system implemented as a complementary
measure for an equal sociegmerged. An era in which inequality for foreigners and refugees is
regarded as ‘just inequality’', or that the disability movement violates the rights of the-non
disabled, has emerged in which strange logic prevails. Naturally, South Korean society's
dissdisfaction with an inclusive attitude toward North Korea and humanitarian aid were also
expressed, and even the policies advocated by the progressive governments to overcome them
were completely bound by the framework of ‘peace that makes money' or ‘uaiion that brings
wealth'.

Vi

As the global economy stagnated due to the 2008 global financial crisis, Korea's average
economic growth rate plummeted to around 3%. It was called an economic crisis, but it was only
a crisis for the poor. The concentratioof wealth intensified, the middle class collapsed, and the
poor moved beyond daily jobs to be converted into platform workers. Despite the crisis of social
justice, neoliberal logics such as 'free competition' and a supposed 'meritocracy' spread further,
and most began to take discrimination based on individual abilities for granted. In a situation
where everyone is driven to their own personal survival, the influence of grand narratives such
as reunification and national identity has rapidly weakened.

The momentum for peace on the Korean Peninsula in 2018 made this atmosphere more apparent.
Following the PyeongChang Olympics, President Moonida@nnounced the postponement of
South KoreaU.S. joint military exercises and proposed North Korea's padichn in the
Olympics. North Korea, which had reached stability in its nuclear and missile capabilities,
accepted President Moon Jam's suggestion and sent a team to the PyeongChang Olympics.
The Moon Jaein administration decided to create a unified ween's ice hockey team as an
opportunity to resume interKorean dialogue and to create an atmosphere for reunification in
South Korean society. However, the Moon Jee administration faced a very embarrassing
situation as criticism emerged that it violatatie individual rights of the team and a significant
amount of public opinion reacted negatively to the suddenly created women's ice hockey team.
The deterioration of public opinion surrounding the unified women's ice hockey team was
unexpected to the govenment, not only because inteKorean sports exchanges won the full
support of the people in the past, but also because of the effect the human drama on sports
games.

This case is significant in two ways. First, the era when it was acceptable for the gianfringe

on individual rights in the name of 'great intention' is over. Not only has consensus on national
identity and nationstate issues of national reunification and national reconciliation gradually
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faded, but there is also a widespread sociamatsphere in which even if the majority agreed to
such a 'great intention' to some extent, it would not tolerate it violating individual rights or
freedoms. Second, the sense of heterogeneity and distance between the two Koreas has
increased considerably,nd among South Korean citizens, who have achieved significant
economic and political success, North Koreans are no longer considered as part of one Korean
people or part of a divided nation. In a survey on unification consciousness released in 2023,
43.8%of respondents said that unification is 'very' necessary and 43.8% said that it was 'slightly'
necessary, and indifference to North Korea is also on the rise (Korea Institute for Unification and
Peace, 2023). More problematic is that the percentage of r@sgents who say economic value

is more important than unification is higher. For example, according to a survey by the Korea
Institute for Unification, 22.7% of respondents said unification is a real wish, 16.8% said
unification should be achieved at albsts, 18.3% said unification is the immediate goal, and only
8.7% said unification issues take precedence over economic issues (Korea Institute for Unification,
2022, 41). In other words, when the issue of unification costs arises, a negative public op$nio
overwhelmingly high regardless of generation, region, and gender.

In addition, the global expansion of Korean pop culture, which began in earnest in the201s,
served as an opportunity for South Korean citizens to imagine a new kind of nativerahtive,

or perhaps a country and nation, represented bynationalism, in which North Korea, was
deleted. North Korea and its people, who are economically incomparably underdeveloped and
living under a totalitarian state that is hard to find in the wdr are not perceived as part of the
community. It is also a natural result that the people of the South and the North, who have been
divided for more than 70 years, do not feel connected to each other. As South Koreans have
devoted themselves to living fotheir own survival in their soci®conomic positions, the
tendency to not think of peace on the Korean Peninsula or improving i@&rean relations as
deeply related to their lives has been strengthened. The improvement of kKerean relations
began b be approached with a simplified economic value, and a social climate of relative
indifference to the issue of division and the value of peace was established.

5.

Even for North Koreans, the postold War period was an opportunity for great changéose

who survived the worst food shortages had to realize that the state's planned economy was no

longer working, and most of them maintained their survival through a grassroots market
economy called/angmadangin the face of an economic crisis, Nortlotea sought to overcome

it by focusing on increasing military power, but behind this system, a changed consciousness and
daily practice am&ah/gdoNaenigt h( wkaotrcehainnsg oyfouts own b
place. Since the 2000sJangmadandras becone an indispensable part of the North Korean

economy, and furthermore, combined with the staled planned economy, it has been
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transformed into a new form of hybrid economy. What is interesting is that the consciousness
of North Koreans was equipped with @nsiderable economism and survivalism. Again, rather
than an orientation toward 'national identity' or 'reunification’, there is a strong sense that
individual survival is more important than anything else.

The d&Civilized SociPadhlsitc NRitrisotnd3, aindde a sP ewhpil ced sh i
continuously since 2012 when Chairman Kim Jamgappeared, can be interpreted as ideologies
and policies that take into account the changed perceptions of North Koreans who value
economic survival. With thdesire for a stable economic life growing and the consumerist desires
of market forces centered on the market becoming stronger, unilateral injection of only the
state's political ideology has become ineffective. Chairman Kim Jamg response to the
massive flood in the Yalu River area of North Korea in the summer of 2024 is another example
of how he is actively working to improve the lives of the North Korean people and win their
hearts. Bringing people who have lost their homes due to flood damage yongyang, going
directly to the flood site on a lifeboat to console the people, and mobilizing soldiers and young
people to quickly restore the flood damage can be interpreted as efforts to win the hearts of the
people who aspire to a better economic life.

It is not yet clear whether the current situation in which North Korea is concentrating on

economic development based on nuclear capabilities will provide a better life for the people.

However, the fact that Chairman Kim Jongn is attempting to reflect tle needs of the people

mobilizing state capabilities for economic development, and as the recently signed North Korea

Russia Agreement established cooperation in the economic and science and technology sectors

this means that conditions for the North Korearegime, which is concentrating on economic

devel opment, are gradually improving. This means
Korean col | aps e t-enterigesl m Sguth Korelan disdourde,asdeing eonfirmed in

North Korea.

6.

The people of the two Koreas, who have lived in a state of armistice for more than 70 years,
seem to have significantly weakened their desire or will to overcome division or to reunify.
Various sociecultural phenomena captured in South Korean societyré@tent years can be
interpreted as South Korean citizens having chosen a path of "extinction” on their own without
the ability to find any more hope in a neoliberal society. For example, those who have lost hope
for the future, r éthedo.linthegQOEChsuikde rate bsti3be lopvésttataé o
fertility rate in the world, and 50% of the world's deepfake videos including production and
distribution in South Korea, rapid aging, and the pace of regional extinction, show that Koreans
have cecided not to continue themselves. South Korean society, which is deeply frustrated with

70 NCCK 100



Il cwl mrc ?lbbMpfcglgecq gl Gl rcpl _rgml _j Mpbcp _I b Nc_ac sgjbgle

reality, seems to have lost the strength and capacity to face problems such as peace on the
Korean Peninsula and reduction of military threats. The situation is ntteloéor North Koreans,

who are busy surviving day by day. Some of them think that it is a better direction for the future
to achieve economic development through exchanges with China or neighboring countries rather
than reunification with South Korea, wdti is too heavy in economic life to dream of resistance

to a society where freedom is not guaranteed and there is a large economic gap. People of the
two Koreas may have already given up hope that the they could achieve their goal of reunification
even bebre the policies or ideologies such as the "hostile tstate theory" and the
"Reunification Doctrine" emerged. The distance and hostility between South and North Koreans
are also closely related to the international situation that has changed into a-jpost- Cold War,

but on the other hand, even if the surrounding situation changes in the future, it could act as a
force that merely continues division and violence.

The situation where interKorean dialogue is cut off is likely to continue for a consatde period

of time. External conditions will inevitably be negative for intKiorean relations so long as the

US China strategic competition intensifies. If so, what South Korean society should do now is
focus on managing military conflicts and preventingr while at the same time developing the
capacity for societal peace. Political polarization, economic inequality, and easing of generational,
regional, and gender conflicts do not seem at first sight to be directly related to peace on the
Korean Peninda, but in fact, they are the most closely related social issues. This is due to the
fact that the risk of war and violence increases as these problems are piled up and people's lives
are pushed into a state of nompeace. It could also be possible to estih peaceful relations

with North Korea through the process of restoring a collapsed society and reaffirming
agreements on social ethics and accountability. To this end, it is necessary to take the prevalence
of despair and extinction that currently domate South Korean society and revive it with hope

and life. Frantz Fanon, who discussed the subjectivity of postonialism, and Ichiro Tomiyama,
who interpreted it, emphasized that in the moment when the colonized are overwhelmed by
passivity that a pointan be created where they actively practice [this revival]. Ichiro Tomiyama's
concept is a d&stopd3 where passivity and acti

d

dzstartd3 intersect (lchiro 2023 forceférpeaceCanbe curr e

found is the place where all the posCold War experiments ended in failure, but at the same
time, another possibility left in between can begin. Now is the time to gather in the middle of
this time to find the start of another begining.
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Presentation_
The Korean Peninsula in a Crisis of War, Civil Society's Efforts

Toward a Peace Settlement
— Ms.LeeYoungATeam | eader, Peopledds Solidarity Participat

Militarism is intensifying around the world and conflicts and confrontations between the U.S. and
China are intensifying. It is alsotime when the risk of nuclear war is considered the highest
since the Cold WarA current war, which began with Russialavasion of Ukraine, has been
continuing for three years with ngignof a ceasefire, and Russia's "threattbé use ofnuclear
weapons has been steadily raised. Russia, which has receatigivedattacks from Ukraine on

its mainland, has said severaifrtes that it plans to reviséts doctrine that contains the principle

of nuclear use. As the war is prolonged and solidified, the suffering of the resideittsn the

war is increasing. According to the United Nations Human Rights Watch of Ukraine (HRMMU)
the number of civilian casualties from February 24, 2022 to the present (as of May 2024)
reached 32,989. Of these, 2,041 are children.

The situation of the Palestinian genocithy Israel, whicthasintensifiedsinceOctober last year,

is even more disdsous. Israel is committing war crimasith blatant disregard of international

law. The indiscriminate bombardment of Gaza, regardless of residences, schools, shelters, and
hospitals, has killed more than 41,000 people in Gaza so far, and the numbiiosg&injured is
95,000. 10,000 victimshave beerburied in the rubble and could not be found (as of September

9, 2024).

Against this backdrop, the possibility of a nuclear war in Northeast Asia is also constantly
increasing There igdiscussion among the palic that if another war occurs in the world, it will be

the Korean Peninsula. Robert Gallucci, who was the-N@&th Korea negotiator in 1990, pointed

out that, "we should at least keep in mind the idea that a nuclear war could occur in Northeast
Asia in2024. Professor Siegfried Hecker, a North Korean nuclear expert, and Robert Carlin, a
researcher at the Middlebury Institute for International Studies, also mentioned, thatink Kim
Jongun has made a strategic decision to go to war."

The Korean Peninsula ia Crisis of War

The Korean Peninsula sstuatted inan area that can lead to armed conflict awar crisis at any
time and maintainsa constant threat of nuclear war. All dialogue channels are cut off, each
belligerentdefines the other as the enemy, and a gngth-vs-strength confrontation without an
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exit is prolonged. Even the September 19 military agreement, which had served as a safety pin
to prevent armed conflict in the border region, waeutered and the risk of accidental conflict,
incidents and misjudgment leading to war has increased.

Thethreat of nuclear conflict on the Korean Peninsula has erupted in the midst of an unstable
armistice system and an arms race that has lasted for more tfi@nyears. North Korea has
developed asymmetric nuclear and missile forces to overcome the overwhelming dominance of
South KoreaUnited Statesallianceover North Korea. South Korea, the world's 11th largest
military expenditure, spends 1.6 times as muahNorth Korea's total GDP on military spending.
With the superiority of the South Korean and U.S. governmedgsonventional forces
overwhelming to North Koreahey will not stop trying to make up for this military inferiority
with nuclear and missile capdities unless the circumstances change.

The Yoon Suk Yeol government is strengthening extended deterrence by emphasizing 'peace
through force'. The scale and frequency of US strategic asset deployments have increased
significantly, and as a result, tleeale and frequency of R@BK)US joint military exercises have
also increased. The main contents of tlenualjoint military exercise between South Korea

and the United States are preemptive attaskon North Korea in case oédn emergency, an
operationto remove the leadership, and the input and increase of laggale US troops and
strategic assets assuming an-allit war.

Military cooperation and military exercises between South Korea, the U.S. and Japan are also
rapidly advancing to the stagene sep away from an officiamilitary alliance. In March 2023,

the Yoon Suk Yeol government unilaterally announced the "third party repayment method" as a
rough-and-ready method that ignoredthe requests of the victims of Japanese forced
mobilization forthe sake of military cooperation between South Korea and the U.S. and Japan.
Since the declaration of Camp David, South Korea, the U.S. and Japan have regularized joint drills
under the pretext of North Korea's nuclear and missile threats and have been sharisgjle
warning information in real time. In June, the South Korgas: Japan joint military drill "Freedom
Edge" was held, and in July, military cooperation was institutionalized through the "South-Korea
U.S:Japan Security Cooperation Framework (TSCB¥peration memorandum (MOC) in order

to deepen the confrontation in Northeast Asia.

The Korean Peninsula is in a stateadfypical security dilemma. The likelihood of being attacked
and of an accidental armed conflict increases as countries focus oreasing theirdeterrent.

The level of threat is increasingly breaking its limits. Military drills with nuclear war in mind are
now being conducted competitively on the Korean Peninsula. The first government drills
assuming a nuclear attack from North Kathat took place was thanost recentkKorea U.S. joint
military exercise, which began on August 19, in the Ulji Freedom Shield after adopting the Joint
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Statement on Nuclear Operations Guidelines on the Korean Peninsulain July. In September 2022,
North Korea also announced a nuclear force decree listing the goals and conditions for the use
of nuclear weapons, and mad&e option of preemptive nuclear strike official. In April, military
drills using nuclear weapons began under the pretext of a nuclear tenattack. With the
possibility of a preemptive strike open to both South Koré¢lae U.S.and North Korea, even an
accidental armed conflict will inevitably lead to disastrous consequences.

Above all, the problenhas beenthat all dialogue channels were cut off, and the September 19
military agreement, which was a buffer for armed conflict in the border region, was broken. There
is currently no way to prevent accidental clashesder the current system. It is urgent to
establish a communication channel to prevent accidental clashes. All possible measures should
be taken, such as stopping military action that can lead to conflict near the border region and
establishing an early warning and communication system to prevenidactal clashes.

To do this,first, the war mustend. Fear of war has become a daily occurrence on the Korean
Peninsula for the past 70 years. An arms race and a show of force, which began with hostility
and distrust, returned to another distrust and ritdry threats, followed by a vicious cycle. This
vicious cycle is also part of the Korean Peninsula nuclear issue. Since the Korean War, there has
never been a time when the fear of nuclear weapons has dissipated on the Korean Peninsula.
For 70 years, thegovernments of the parties to the Korean War and related countries have
attempted to subdue or overcome their opponents by showing off or using military power.
However, none of them have succeeded, resulting in side effects suc¢hasicious cycle othe

arms race and a security dilemma.

South Korea, the United States, and North Korea should immediately end their military threats
against each other and restore the dialogue charmn&outh Korea and the United States, which
have an overwhelming economiand military advantage over North Korea, should take
preemptive measures to reduce threats. The problem cannot be solved by demonizing North
Korea and imposing sanctions and pressure alone.

Civil society's efforts teend the war andestablish peace on th Korean Peninsula

Itis also our right and responsibility to entlis longwar and turnthe armisticeinto peace. Korean
religions, civil society organizations and international organizations have been conducting the
"Korea Peace Appeal" since 2020. Rather than waitingagfoagreement between the leaders or

on actions of the governmenfor issues of peae on the Korean Peninsula or leaving them to
secret decisions by a small number of "security expertal intention was to let citizens step
forward to raise theirvoice for peace and play a role of driving peace. In addition, grevious

74 NCCK 100

d mp



Il cwl mrc ?lbbMpfcglgecq gl Gl rcpl _rgml _j Mpbcp _I b Nc_ac sgjbgle

government souft to create international public opinion in support of the endf-war and
peace based on the dynamism and widespread solidarity of Korean civil society.

Over the past three years, the campaign focused on the Declaration of Peace on the Korean
Peninsulawhich contained four demands®End of the Korean War and the sign a peace
agreement® Realize a nuclear weapefnee Korean Peninsula and worlfd Resolve conflicts
through peaceful dialogue and cooperation instead of sanctions and pres&uravest in the
safety of citizens and the environment to break out of the vicious cycle of military competition.

In 2023, the campaign was expanded and launched again with the '70th Anniversary of the
Armistice on the Korean Peninsula’, and more than 700 civil societanizations, seven religious
groups, and about 80 international partners participated in the campaign. Reflecting the
escalating military crisis, we added the following demands to the peace deataratt End of

the hostile forces and improve inteKorean ad U.S:North Korea relations% Stop military
cooperation between South Korea and the U.S. and realize a peaceful coexistence on the Korean
Peninsula and Asia

Through the dedicated efforts of thee organizations, the campaign has been able to produce a
variety of activities and achievements over the past three years. It has drawn declarations of
support from various figures at home and abroad, including politicians, religious circles, academia,
and culture and arts circles, and created support and corssenon the need for peacand an
endto the war on the Korean Peninsula in the National Assembly and local councils. As a result,
85 lawmakers, 460 heads of local governments, local council members, and superintendents
signed the Korean Peninsula Peace [@eation. In addition, resolutions calling for the end of the
war on theKorean Peninsula have been adopted by local councils across the country, including
Gyeonggido, Gangworndo, and Incheon. This is a valuable achievement that lesn difficult

to realizein civil society at a time when dialogue and negotiations have stopped and no progress
has been made. And although it was not adoptedgeid to the National Assembly's proposal for

a resolution calling for the establishment of peace on the Korean Raramarkingthe 70th
anniversary of the armistice agreement in July 2023.

Religious leaderBom institutionssuch as the World Council of Churches (WCC), Pope Frafcis

the Vatican and the Dalai Lama have sent messages in support of peace on theakdteninsula,

and representativeamongNobel Peace Prize winners (Rima Bowie, Shireen Ebadi, Tauwakkul
Karman), award groups (ICAN, International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, IPPNW,
International Society for Nuclear War Prevention, and Pugwashf&ence) and former UN
Special Rapporteur on North Korean Human Rights Thomas Quintana also joined the signing.
The transition to the Yoon Suk Yeol government has put a lot of obstacles inwag of our
campaign. The campaign had no choice but to foouws activities oncriticism ofthe Yoon Suk

Yeol government's "peace through strength,” "the North Kors the main enemy," "the
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immortality of the war" and "preemptive strike" policies and urge the government to change its
policy. / Respect andmplementation of the interKorean and NorthUS agreements® End

of hostile relations® Request the transition team to actively pursue a peaceful Korean
PeninsulaWe issued a joint statement urging the suspension of the RO& joint military
exercises andeasing of military tensions on the Korean Peninsula to the Korean and US
governments. On July 27, the day of the signing of the armistice agreemeatsent a letter to

UN SecretaryGeneral Antonio Guterres asking him to actively participate iniegthe war and
establishingpeace on the Korean Peninsula.

In October 2023, the campaign concluded its activities by delivering the aigresof the Korean
Peninsula Peace Declaration and campaign results involving more than 200,000 people over the
past three years to the UN Secretariat and representatives of each couhbtigging attention to

the seriousness of the war crisis on the KoreanniResula andcalling for the international
community's efforts to prevent armed conflict.

The goal of the campaign was to publicize the fact that the Korean War is not over yet. Until now,
the international community had regarded the Korean Peninsula issnlg as a nuclear issue.
However, it can be said that the campaign focused on publicizing the igstiee belief that the
fundamental solution to the conflict on the Korean Peninsula lies in improving bastationships

The Korean Peninsula at therassroads of war

The current situation on the Korean Peninsula is more precarious than in 2020, when Kwerea
Peace Appeal Campaignwvas launched. Due to the Russidkraine war, Israel's genocide of
Palestinians, intensifying UShina competition, andntensifying interKorean hostility, the
Korean Peninsula issue is becoming marginalibedh at home and in the international
community. The international community, such as the European Union and the United Nations,
is exhaustedand uninterested in the Krean Peninsula issue. The only issue of interest is
‘improving human rights in North Koreathile understandingof and trustin North Korea is low.
However, it is nothelpful to think about improving relations and improving human rights in an
integratedmanner.

Meanwhile, militarism, which advocat&s ‘peacethroughforce’ around the world, is increasingly
strengthening, and the politics of each country are becoming extreme and intensified.
Inconsistent defense, diplomacy, apalicies towardNorth Kaea that change depending on the
administrationmake the situation difficult, and even in the face of a war crisis, there is no
consensus or cooperation that transcends political factions. In addition, the reality is that people's
fatigue and cynicism ar@ncreasing inregard tointer-Korean relations, which have been on a
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roller coaster for 70 years.
However, as the war crisis intensifies, paradoxically, interest and participation in preventing
armed conflict on the Korean Peninsula and restoring dialogh@nnels aralsoincreasing.

<KoreaPeace Action>Peace througHhaying down arms, talkingand endng hostilities

In the 'age of war', the most necessary thing now is to increase consensus on the need for peace
and gather the voices of those who opposear, seek reconciliatigrcooperation, and peace. In
addition, it is necessary to constantly think about effective methods and means to spread these
voices and create consensus.

At the end of 2023, the participating organizations the campaign agreen the end of the
campaignwith a plenary session, but considering the increasingly serious situation on the Korean
Peninsula, it is necessary to continue activities to warn of a war crisis and urge peace. In response,
the <Korean Peace Action> held a latlting ceremony on June 25 and is continuing its activities

by discussing future goals, plans for activities, and orgaugibased on the achievements of
existing activities in the glection of 'opposition to war, prevention of armed conflict, and peaceful
resolution'. Activities including® On/Offline Monthly Peace Action& Border Area Peace
Actions A& Advocating for a Policy to Resolve the Korean Peninsula Crisis in the 22nd National
Assembly & Strengthen International Network Cooperation and Advoca® Emergency
Actions will be carried out into 2025.

The <Korea Peace Action> will continue civic participation by overcoming fatigue and cynicism
about the possibility of peace on the Korean Peninsula. The situation on the Korean Peninsula
has deterioratedas both the South and the North have been engrossed in 'pethceugh force'.
However, as the crisis escalates, consensus on the necegsitpeace and the importance of
dialogue and cooperation will inevitably increase. Although citizens' fatigue anctisym are
increasing in matters on the Korean Peninsula, and peace issues are not directly linked to
problems in daily life, it is necessary to spread awareness, thathing is possible without peace'

and belief in the possibility of peace on the Kore&eninsula. We must not neglect efforts to
persuade and increase consensus among citizens by consistently talking about the fact that
resolving conflicts through dialogue, cooperation, antprovement ofrelationshigs is the most
realistic way to overcome the current situation. We will provide a place for cultural and
educational participation where we can meet various citizens.

On the other hand, the 21st National Assembly failed to fulfill its role geweerning baly, such

as cooperating across political factions or intervening in the government's policy decisions to
change the situation, even in the face of an escalating war crisis on the Korean Peninsula. This is
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due to the fact that the National Assembly itselfflited its own authority and roleclaiming that

the 'diplomatic domain is the president's domain'. However, it is crucial that the National
Assembly gather citizens' opinions on how to establish peace on the Korean Peninsula, resolve
nuclear threats, andmprove inter Korean and neighboring relations, and actively intervene in
government policymaking and execution. Civil society should play a leading role in the National
Assembly so that it can fulfill its role, and the newly formed 22nd National Assemillymake
efforts to enable bipartisan cooperation between the ruling and opposition parties.

The need for peace and resolution of the Korean Peninsula war crisis must be addressed by
the international communityThis is because uilding peace on the Kean Peninsula reduces
the likelihood of armed conflict and mitigates the arms race in the ABecific region, wherave
havethe most serious arms race. We ask that you join us in the journey for peace on the Korean
Peninsula and furthenore peacein Northeast Asia.
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OPENING WORSHIP

Sermon dx Small Step for Reconciliatiog Rev.Park, Wonrbin

(aksu Church, NCCK) I nt dsl

We welcome everyone who came here to mark the 100th anniversary of the National Council of
Churches in Korea. In particular, we would like to express our deep gratitude to the Christ brothers
andsisters who came from abroad due to the love of Christ. This year marks the 74th anniversary of
the outbreak of the Korean War and the 24th anniversary of the intéorean joint declaration. My
mother defected to South Korea during the Korean War. My motakso died a few years ago after
missing her rich and peaceful hometown before the war. One of the elderly on my mother's side, who
is now over 90 years old, is alive, and she is uncomfortable, so even if the road to visit her hometown
opens tomorrow, shewill not be able to step on her hometown with that body.

It is an honor to be invited to such a precious and meaningful event today, but | am only afraid and
nervous to speak in the capacity of NCCK International Committee Chair. | am neither an expert
reunification issues nor have the ability to present a highly international political engineering solution
that provides clues to strained inteKorean relations. However, | am here to share the stories of
'‘North Korea' that | have experienced so fandto hope that small 'North Korea' stories that are
nothing new will be shared in abundance and activity again.

The strong anticommunist education | received from an early age was the only channel for-p@st
generations like me to contact North Korel cartoons that were popular as a child, North Korean
leader Kim Hsung was described as a pig exploiting the people, and not even a handful of freedom
was allowed on the land of the North. It was a period when the ideological framework held that North
Korea was an inferior and cowardly enemy and that all responsibility for the division lies with the
North. My college days were a battlefield of ideological conflict. Since | went to college in the late
1980s, | was confused by different information andstarical perceptions about North Korea. My
friends and | took to the streets to join the demonstration, saying that the cause of division lies in the
United States, and the campus was filled with flames and tear gas two or three times a week.

When | wasn college, information about North Korea was so far apart from my previous education
that the best rational response | could do was 'stop judgment' and 'reserve'. Having encountered such
extreme differences in positions toward North Korea, | could not jadghat was right or wrong. In

my view, the progressive camp calling for reunification was obsessed with the messianic desire for
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reunification to happen immediately, and the ruling government still viewed North Korea as a hostile
force and those who campghned for reunification as North Korea's frontiers. Both camps seemed to
have a deeprooted prejudice that dialogue was unnecessary because they knew how the other side
was.

For me, who was practicing a long suspension of judgment on North Korea, another experience of
North Korea was not 'knowledge' or 'ideology’, but ‘people’. Around 2010, when | was teaching at
university, a North Korean student took a course | was teachifigs student was a female student
much older than her peers. In class, | did not ask any reactions or questions about the subject | was
teaching and remained silent with a very nervous look. At the end of the semester, | had the
opportunity to eat with arother person who knew the student better than me. On the spot, | came
across the student's personal situation for the first time. It was about the fact that in her late twenties,
that is, 10 years older than South Korean students of her age, this studeatied, had a child, and
entered through China.

When asked what the hardest thing was, sshe told me that he wanted to see her daughter she hads
left in China, and that he was saving money to pay brokers for it. Not North Korea, which |
encountered onlydeology and books, but one's 'story' shocked me a lot. How much have we missed
so far, buried in numbers, ideology, and huge discourse? What kind of heart does God have for this
woman who had no choice but to live such a curved life at a young age? I'mrash of it, but the

only small goodwill | can do for this student was an A+ grade.

The second North Korean woman | met while ministering was a woman in her40g]j older than

the first student | met. After escaping from North Korea, she met a Chinessbhnd, married him,

and had a child. A few years later, with the help of a missionary, she came to Korea. The Chinese
husband gave up his daughter and is now living diligently defending his faith with his daughter, who
is a college student. The deacon tighared her story about 10 years after living in faith together with

the Republic of Korea, which came across with the threat of life in a dramatic way, and in the church

| served.

One of the things that is difficult to endure in Korea is the compettigystem, says the deacon, who
defected from the North. She says with a smile that she has gotten used to the capitalist format over
time. As the conversation deepened, she expressed a careful evaluation of South Korean society. She
said that she was tellig it only to me because | was a pastor. | was grateful that it meant that she
had a comfort zone with me. The evaluation that she carefully confided as a secret was the belief that
North Korea is much worse off and poorer than South Korea, but North Ktv@ma system that is
ideologically and morally superior to South Korea in terms of the whole country. There is no basis for
judging whether this belief is the belief of one person | have met or the universal perception of all
other North Korean defectorsyet the two meetings with North Korean women left a stronger shock

and impression than any education and knowledge | have ever received about North Korea.

North Korea identified South Korea as a hostile country in December of last year and has cuk off a
routes for dialogue. It has now cleared the table to talk to each other. We find that wars don't start
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all of a sudden overnight, when we look back on wars big and small throughout history. We live in a
painful history after a series of wars that lead great destruction due to long hostility, seemingly
trivial quarrels, and misunderstandings and distrust caused by disconnection of dialogue. So, itis hard
to know how grateful and precious this service is, where the Christian brothers and sisters whe ca

to the Korean Church at this critical time come together.

There are few weapons that can overcome the fear and anxiety created by the other person who
cannot meet or talk. Therefore, it is more important than ever to share the lost trust and goodwill
through dialogue with North Korea. Trust is built through relationships with the other person, but at
the same time it is also the attitude of life that | must protect. We must not be 'buried in anxiety' due
to a lack of information about the other persoin addition, one must constantly and clearly convey
one's good will and trust to the other person. We must trust that the other person will eventually
provide the corresponding trust and goodwill through these tireless and persistent dialogue efforts.
In fact, without faith, this trust and goodwill can be said to be an 'escapade’.

Many of Christ's siblings here have shown examples of adventures that are impossible without faith
to the Korean church. The division, conflict, and the resulting disconneatifosialogue are not only

a problem between South and North Korea, but a global phenomenon. Not to mention international
politics, the domestic political landscape of each country is also deepening due to different ideologies
and economic inequality. Untilow, Korean Churches have been stimulated a lot through the spiritual
challenges and practices that the German Church has shown in the process of reunification. This year,
which marks the 34th anniversary of German reunification, we think about whethern@e
reunification can be the only role model on the Korean Peninsula. The recent difficult situation in East
Germany, the inherent anxiety of the European Union in 1992 and the appearance of one country,
two systems between China and Hong Kong startind 897, gives us deep thoughts on how big side
effects the hasty "reunification" and "integration" can bring.

| desperately want the Korean Peninsula to go on a journey of peace like Germany, but | am worried
that the reality will be like the PalestiniaBaza. This is because, unlike in Germany, where dialogue
toward peace once initiated leads to overcoming division, dialogue and negotiations toward peace on
the Korean Peninsula have too many obstacles. In addition, there seems to be too much gap in the
discussion on reunification within the Republic of Korea. The discourse of "absorption unification”
based on the superiority of the capitalist system and the discourse of "federal reunification" that
recognizes the distance that is not narrowed and seeksxisnce are now at odds.

| want to hear wisdom here about how the brothers and sisters of the German Church, who have
already experienced reunification, have not given up talking with their "bad friend" and have
developed into a "better relationship” ahey have done so far. | ask you to share a small "story of
peace" about how Christ's siblings around the world, as well as the German Church, have overcome
the conflicts, divisions and wounds they experience every day in your place. So, rather thampirese
Germany's reunification as a single "teaching" for the reunification of the two Koreas, | hope that the
rich stories will be shared about how the brothers and sisters of the world practice peace in their
respective situations. Reunification is not@lt leaving our future to the flashy rhetoric and hypnosis
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of politicians called "jackpot" or "prosperity," but rather, | hope that the church will take the lead in
sharing the knowhow of the ecumenical brothers and sisters as "peacemakers" to help @alit
establish policies for peace.

Today's text is the word of Jesus, which shows the first step toward reconciliation. Before entering the

temple, it means to think about whether there was any discord. The following words say that when you

meet the peson who accused you, make up on the street and adjust your reconciliation so that you

don't go to trial. Jesus' teaching, which makes these demands that seem almost impossible in the real

world, is deeply linked to the identity and the way of existence thae Christians must live in this world.

(Matthew 5:9) BBlessed are those who make peace, the

Reconciliation is an important first step toward peace/shalom. The step toward peace is our practice
that we must strive for befoe any religious ceremony. Everyone here is God's workers who have been
called peacemakers. | pray that by practicing our small steps toward reconciliation in our lives, we will
be the disciples of Jesus who came to true peace in the land of war, divisiog,wounds.

God, on this 100th anniversary of the National Council of Churches in Korea, please fuel us all as
peacemakers delivering peace. Amen.
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PANEL PRESENTATION

Refl ection on 50 year s, People to
Towards Peace on the Korean Peninsuld/

Presentation_
— Rev. Shin Seung MifDirector, Christian Institute for Study of Justice and Development)

1.Looking back on the last 50 years

Park Chunghee, who took power in a coup in 1961, oppressed the people's g@mocracy
movement labeling it as an an8tate, and precommunist. Following the incident of the National
Federation of Democratic Youth Students (MDP) in April 1974, the NCG&nhmed a human
rights committee in May that year. Korea's first civil rights organization was born. Following Park
Chunghee, Chun Dochwan violently suppressed Gwangju citizens' fslemocracy movement

in May 1980 and seized power.

The NCCK, which pacipated in the hardships of the people through the human rights and
democratization movement of the 1970s and 1980s, realized the "reality of the people wherein
democratization is impossible without peace and reunification" through the painful experience
of the Gwangju Democratization Movement in 1980, and organized the Reunification Research
Committee in 1981. The democratization movement led to the peaceful reunification movement.

It is not an exaggeration to say that the NCCK has actually led the pehgefinification
movement of Korean Church over the past 50 years. For your understanding, we will look back
on the next four stages.

1) Birth (19841987): talk of peace and unification amid repression.

In 1981, despite the severe oppression of the military regime, the NCCK organized the
Reunification Research Committee with the cooperation of the German Church. The WCC and
CCA member churches, which actively supported the democratization movement, aelsoted
themselves to supporting the NCCK's peace and reunification movement. The 'Northeast Asia
Peace and Justice Conference' held in Japan's Tozanso in October 1984 under the auspices of
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the WCC was the starting point. The Tozanso Conference, where thatSouth and the North
were invited at the same time (the North did not attend), became the starting point for the
Tozanso Processes, which presented the directions for the peace and reunification movement
on the Korean Peninsula to the global Church, amih this opportunity, the global Church
became active in solidarity with the Korean Peninsula's peace and reunification movement.
Finally, in September 1986, representatives of the intéorean churches met for the first time
since liberation in Glionv8tzerland, where they an emotional feast.

2) Expansion (19882007): Spreading the peace and reunification movement widely.

After years of preparation, the NCCK announced in February 1988 Declaration of the Korean
Churches on National Peace and Reuntfima (88 Declaration), which is the great charter of the
movement for peaceful reunification. In the 88 Declaration, it declared, the "Five Principles of
Reunification" (independence, national unity, peace, humanitarianism, and public participation)
and ircludes a confession of hatred and hostility. It also declared 1995 as the Jubilee and
announces specific guidelines for implementation of church renewal and peace education, joint
prayer for peace and reunification alongside the global Church, solidarith the other
denominations, and expansion of solidarity with the six national churches of South Korea, North
Korea, the U.S., Japan, China, and Russia.

Former Unification Minister Lim DoAgon of the Kim Dae Jung government emphasized in a
lecture at the PROK General Assembly 2005, "The 88 Declaration was one of the most important
reference materials for the Kim administration's reunification policy, and the spirit of the 88
Declaration is well reflected in the June 15 Int€prean Joint Declaration."”

In 1988, the second Glion meeting agreed to keep the week just before August 15 as, "The Joint
Prayer Week for Peace and Reunification of the Korean Peninsula,” and the following year, the
WCC Central Committee decided that the member churches would be earking on it.

The leading role of the Korean Church toward peace and reunification was followed by a visit to
North Korea by Pastor Kwon Hkyung, NCCK general secretary, and an interview with President
Kim lksung in January 1992. A total of 60,000 church members aritizens participated in the
'Inter-Korean Human Chain' event organized by the NCCK on August 15, 1993, and closely
connected the 48kilometer path from the Christian Hall to Imjingak with the hope of peace and
reunification. In addition, as North Korea $erfed great damage from floods and famine since
1995, the NCCK, along with the global Church, actively participated in humanitarian support and
cooperation.

3) Maturity (2008-2019): Maturity amidst Crisis
In 2008, when the global Church's interest in th€orean Peninsula was shrinking and inter

84 NCCK 100



N_l cj Npangk tPrcdrjgc ar g ml ml 3. wc_pyg*Qnmcgnn_jpcgrrwm Ncmnj c
Rmu_pbdqg_ac ml rfc | mpx | Ncl gl gsj _

Korean relations were strained again, the WCC, the NCCK, and the Korean Christian Federation
(KCF) organized the "Ecumenical Forum for Peaceful Reunification and Development Cooperation
on the Korean Peninsula" (EFto revive the spirit of the Tozanso Process. The EFK developed
into a platform that drives the global Church's interest and participation in peace on the Korean
Peninsula thanks to the WCC's decision to hold the Busan General Assembly.

In October 2015 EFK held its first steering committee meeting on the Korean Peninsula
(Pyongyang) and announced the Pyongyang Appeal. In this appeal, representatives of the inter
Korean and global churches called on the international community to stop political strifieral
North Korean human rights issues, lift sanctions on the North, and conclude a peace treaty.

The WCC Busan General Assembly adopted the Declaration on Peace and Reunification on the
Korean Peninsula and urged for an end to the war, the suspensigaiof military exercises, the

lifting of sanctions on North Korea, the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and Northeast
Asia, and a humanitarian solution to the separated family issue.

The NCCK also attracted active participation from churches adaine world through the 'Peace

Train' and the 'Signature Campaign for a Korean Peace Treaty'. In April 2016, the NCCK adopted
the 'Korean Peninsula Peace Treaty', which consists of Chapter 7 and Article 16, and resolved
domestic and international campaigns

4) Reflection (2020-): Preparing for a new leap forward.

Due to the COVIBL9 pandemic that began in 2020 and the strained int&orean relations, the

two Koreas and the global Church have not had any meetings in this time period, but the NCCK
and the global Church launched the "Global Prayer Movement for PeatieeoKorean Peninsula”
from March to August 2020 as they reflected on 70 years of the Korean War. As a result, they
published "The Light of Peace.” In addition, they released a statement opposing the war and
calling for an "enéof-the war and a peace agesent" alongside all churches from countries that
participated in the Korean War.

In July 2020, the NCCK declared the 'People's Peace Agreement' signed by more than 100
churches and civic groups, concluding the international campaign for a Korean Peaaty T
(including Orthodox churches in North America, Western Europe, Japan, and Eastern Europe),
which began in 2015. In addition, it took a period of reflection to make another leap forward,
focusing on expanding the space for communication with-site churches and increasing peace
sensitivity.
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2. Critical Reflection

The Protestant Church in Korea has produced a religious ideology of conflict and antagonism,
and division theology, rather than spreading the spirituality of reconciliation and peace during
the years that the division system was maintained. Peace and faation on the Korean
Peninsula is a long way off without a deep reflection on this divisional theology.

Even in difficult circumstances, the NCQie¢ntered movement for peace and reunification has
done its best to remind the Korean Church of its prophetic responsibility, expand solidarity with
civil society, and persuade the government. Recently, int@reanrelations have deteriorated,

the situation around the Korean Peninsula is very hostile, and the Korean church's vision and
passion for peace and reunification are also cooling down.

It is time to return to the essence of the gospel and reflect on how wen achieve a theological
transformation for peace and reunification.

1) Preemptive Love: We must break free from the endless vicious cycle of fighting violence with
violence and irrationality that rationalizes the desire to kill each other. The thyears of the
Korean War reminded us of the truth that we cannot achieve peace and reunification by force.
Only the way to forgive and love each other will pave the way for peace pcosperity and
reunification.

2) Blessings of Difference: Since the @ion, the two Koreas have each lived in a uniform society
that violently suppressed "being different.” A culture of uniformity, which still does not
acknowledge differences, exerts great influence throughout our society. We meet God, who in
the story of the Tower of Babel, turns human attempts to "unify" into nothing and makes human
language and culture diverse.

Diversity is not God's punishment, but God's blessing. Reconciliation and peace will come when
we seek "unity in diversity" across boundaries.

3) Sharing grace: True sharing is about sharing and growing together with God's unparalleled
grace. There are no eternal givers or receivers, and in God's grace, we are in a relationship of
mutual benefit that everyone must and must receive.

The restoration of trust between the two Koreas is not just about words. A miracle of
reconciliation and peace occurs when the other party shares their needs with each other.

Finally, I conclude my presentation with the following reflective questions and tasks.

1) Despite the efforts of the leadership of the Church's peace and reunification movement, why
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is the separation from the local churches becoming increasingly distant and difficult to
communicate with? Expansion of the base of the peace and reunificatrovement

2) Why is our daily life moving away from peace when it is said that democratization is established
and human rights and peace are respectedhcreasing peace sensitivity for everyday peace

3) The world already has a common destiny, so whgusryone only looking out for themselves,
becoming increasingly insensitive to the pain of their neighbors? Making peace for the world
beyond the Korean Peninsula

4) Why are our young people leaving the church, why is the church not talking about [feace
Developing youth peace and reunification leadership

5) Why can't we convince the government (not even a dictatorship) despite the cooperation and
solidarity of so many civic groups and groups?Expanding negotiating power with the
government

Theenvironment inside and outside for a permanent peace settlement on the Korean Peninsula
is deteriorating. The two Koreas have again defined each other as enemies, completely shutting
down the door to communication, and largscale joint military exercisesetween Korea, the

U.S., China, and Japan are driving the Korean Peninsula into another tinderbox. The worsening
relationship between the U.S., China, and Russia, plus the Russanian War, and the Israel
Palestine War are pushing peace on the KoreaniRsula further into a crisis.

However, we cannot let go of hope for peace and reunification. This is because peace and

reunification are the only ways for the two Koreas, and furthermore, the Northeast Asian
community, to live.
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Presentation_
— Rev.Detlev Knoche*

Respected General Secretary of NCCK, Rev. Kim Jong Seng,

respected General Secretary of the WCC, Rev. Prof. Dr. Jerry Pillay,

respected General Secretary of the CCA, Dr. Mathews George Chunakara,

dear representatives of the NCCK Memighurches,

dear international del egates and participants o
Conference,

dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

First, | would like to express my deep thanks to you in the National Council of Churches in Korea

for your invitation not only to be part of this important ecumenical consultation on the one

hundredth anniversary of the National Council of Churches in Korea but also for the invitation to

take part in this panel p r e s enjoy iatd do that together a vy . | dzgm
with Rev. Shin Seung Min. A long friendnd companionship binds us together. We served

together as ecumenical officers of our churches in ems and my church always supported his ideas

and projects for peace on the Korean penitau

(Consultation of NCGKCFEKD EKHN in Arnoldshain February 20Qfphoto D.Knoche)

Tal king about People to Peopledds Solidarity towe
my presentation without remembering a good old friend which is wietiown to all of usdLutz

Drescher. He passed away in the beginning of this year. He haylslese biographical ties with

Korea and since his years as liaison officer at EMS we developed a very close relationship which

turned over the years into a deep friendship. I learnt a lot from him andffer suredencouraged

people in the EMS fellowspj in my Church EKHN and in our partnership relations with PROK

" Chair, Evangelical Mission in SolidaghEMS, Ecumenical Liaison Officer of the Protestant Church in
Hesse and Nassau [EKHN] and Director of the Ecumenical Center of EK#HBIKGW [Evangelical Church
of KurhesseWaldeck]
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and especially with the Gwangju Presbytery to
Peace on the Korean Peninsula. Until the end of his life, he was closely connected with people

who were and still are passionate about democracy, peace and reunification on the Korean
peninsula.

Let me continue with some personal remark. My relationship to Korea and to our partners in
PROK started more than 20 years back. From the beginning we haéethmain topics:
democracydhuman rightsdpeace on the Korean PeninsuiReunification and the experiences

in Germany after the 9 of November 1989 when the wall between East and West Germany
came down.

I was born in West Germany in October 1958. | was quite three years old when the Wall
between West and East Germany was erected in 1961. | grew up in a family that only had very
distant relatives in the former GDR, but never had any relations with them or other people in
East Germany. From the veryefinning, my parents were advocates of Willi Brandt's so called
sOstpolitiktf, a policy aimed at reconciliation
would also have been prepared to recognize the former GDR as an independent-séagiesition

that was tantamount to treason, especially for conservatives. That was the spirit in which | grew
up. Hopes for reunification never shaped my biography. It wasn't an issue, not even among us
young people, and at school it was only mentioned in passing.mk@mand my generation, it was

a complete surprise when, after the peaceful revolution in the GDR on November 9, 1989, the
Wall came down and reunification began.

It was only in our partnership with the PROK and in the encounters with you brothers atersis

in Korea through the World Council of Churches, the EMS and the EKD that | encountered this
deep longing for peace and reunificationalso on the Korean peninsula. Alongside the other
topics | have already mentioned democracy and human rightsit has deeply influenced my
commitment to the partnership.

As the EKHN's Asia Secretary and later as the Director of the Ecumenical Center, | was involved

in organizing events, meetings, consultations and solidarity campaigns and as part of your
commitment & Korean Churches to peace, we promoted particularly encounters between
Christians from North and South Korea. The church convention (Kirchentag) in Germany first
opened spaces for that and during a Consultation in Seoul in 2001, it was decided to hoidta |
consultation with representatives of the North Korean Christian Federation KCF. At the end of

the visit of a delegation of the EKHN church board to Korea in September 2001, it was stated:

s5The EKHN wants to st rengt hbetween NorghawedSouthbdreas r e cC (
by supporting the EKD's planspossibly organizing the next consultation togetheand through

iIts own activities. [t will examine whether It
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This special commitmentound its first expression in the hosting and support of the EKHN for

the sl nternational Church Consultation on the

Process on the Korean Peninsul af, whi chcalt ook
Academy Arnoldshain. Delegations from the National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK) and
the North Korean Christian Council (KCF) met with representatives of the German churches and
mission organizations, the Korean Church Convention in Germanyratididual representatives

of the World Council of Churches (WCC), the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC), the
Conference of Christian Churches in Asia (CCA), the national church councils of Japan and the
USA as well as Protestant churches fromn@da and Switzerland. During this consultation, |
learned that we Germans can play a role as partners in solidarity and criticism in our Korean
brothers' and sisters' search for ways of reunification, based on the unifying historical experience
of (havingbeen) divided. And for you, dear brothers and sisters and the people here in Korea

in the South and in the North it remains important to this day that we remember how painful

their division still is and do not stop praying for them and accompanyingnthen their path to

a just peace.

This was the beginning of a phase for EKHN which was and is formative for our ecumenical profile
and the relationship with our partner church, the PROK. Just one year later 2005, we hosted a
small delegation from North Kea and our PROK partner Presbytery in Gwangju. The occasion
was the Frankfurt International Book Fair where Korea was the guest of honor, and the days
together stood according to Verse 1 of Psal

pleasantitiswe n Godds people Iive together in unity.f{

m

The accompanying program of the I nternational

Ro
pl a

1:

B «

North and South Korea as guests in the Protest:

experiences, hopes and aspiratioopeople on the Korean peninsula that was the central focus.
Gaining an insight into culture and Christian life in both parts of Korea and into Korean life in
Frankfurt. Despite all the differences in the sogmlitical framework conditions, it became
obvious that Christians in North and South Korea and in the RHifein region are united in their
political responsibility as Christians in their respective living environments and in their hope for
a reunited Korea!

As part of this program, there was alsohistorical encounter and dialogue between the Korean

poet KIMChiHa and the theologian JErgen Mol tmann.

leading figures of the democracy movement and was one of the most radical opponents of the

military regime inthel 9 7 0 s . Hi s political satire tThe Five
and later to the death row. Worldwide solidaritfi ncl udi ng t hat of t he

Moltmanndensured that he was finally released in 1980.
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Wit h his Th eméndigitynano éncotragpdenthiny Edfmitted young theologians

in their civic engagement and also strengthened you, our Korean brothers and sisters, in your
resistance against the military dictatorship. Moltmann had a special relationship with Korea. In
1982, le published the central texts of Minjung theologes M/ nj un g. Theol ogy of
God /i n Sauth Korealy

What made the evening particularly exciting was that although both authors knew about each

other and had referred to each other in their thinkingnseveral occasions, but they had never

met in person until that day. JErgen Mol tmann
an advanced age. In our obituaries, his relationship with Korea was once again particularly
honored. KIM ChHa passed aay in May 2022 (08.05.2022).

In 2008, we again hosted an important International Consultation in Arnoldshain on "Peace,
Unification and Social DevelopmentModels for the Future on the Korean Peninsula”. At this
conference, we were able to bring togethetakeholders who work with the DPRK in various
areas: In politics, in culture, in science and in development cooperation. Seeing what is possible
and how much cooperation has already taken place was a revelation for everyone from Korea
and for the delega¢s from churches around the world. Of course, this has changed significantly
for the worse in the current political situation. But we have a reminder of what was possible, and
we can carry the hope that it can be possible again.

After the consultation, ame et i ng of the GEcumenical Forum f
Devel opment Cooperation on the Korean Peninsul
unable to attend the founding meeting in Hong Kong in 2006. The 2008 meeting gave them the
opportunity to help finalize the plans for an Ecumenical Forum. Delegates from all NCCK member
churches were present and it was jointly decided that the Forum should have a dual focus:
Peace/Reunification and Development Cooperation.

To this day, we in the EKHN arequd that we were able to host this historic event in Arnolshain

-a place where much ecumenical history was wri:t
1957 have been formulated in this place. They laid the foundation stone for the later Eucharisti
fellowship of all Lutheran, Reformed and United Churches in Europe in 1973 (Leuenberger
Konkordie).And in 1970 the special fond to the Programme to Combat Racism came into
existence by a decision of the World Council of Churches during a meeting indsimain.
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In the last years since the Busan General Assembly of the WCC 2013 we deepened our People

to Peopledss Solidarity towar dsing?heglabal campaigt he Kor e
for a Korea peace treaty initiated by NCCK and the Reconciliation and Reunification Committee

under the guidance of Rev. Shin Seung Min. Reconciliation and reunification on the Korean

peninsula are more burning than ever and stabiind peace in this region are highly endangered.

It was therefore obvious that in summer 2019 NCCK together with the civil society in Korea and

abroad launched a Korea Peace Appeal (KPA). Last year in JanuantlyINCCk: expressed

this again with yar statement “Hope for the Korean Peninsula from the heat of war to

coexistence with the warm breeze of peac@he KPA campaign is still running, and it needs our

prayers and support.

S 33 9% AU 2|

8} %

(2004 Visiting Gwangju May 18th
" National Cementaryphoto D.Knoche)

In Germany, and especially in the EKHN, this would not be possible without the close cooperation
and support of Korean Christians and the Korean Congregation RKia@. For many years now,
they are inviting us to a solidarity concert for theepple in the DPRK during Advent. Korean and
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German musicians present a higtuality musical program on this evening. Among other things,
the proceeds were used to buy wheat for a bread and noodle factory in Pyongyang.

(Unveiling the statue remendring the
scomfort WomenYyY gpw@0 I n Fr
- D.Knoche)

It was the courage of the Korean congregation and the Protestant Church in Frankfurt that made

it possible to publicly erect the peace statue
(women and girls forced into sexual slavery by the Imperial Japanese Army in occupied countries

and territories before and during World War II) in 2020. Of ef Marchdl nt er nati onal Wo
Daydthe Peace Statue was unveiled and presented to the publi¢h®ydeputy church president

Rev. Ulrike Scherf. The statue stands for the suffering of people around the world who have been

and still are exposed to sexualized violence in wars. It admonishes the rights of women in war
situations. On the base of the peastatue is written:

" Hundreds of thousands of girls and women were sexually enslaved by the Japanese military in

the AsiaPacific region from 1931 to 1945 as-salledc o mrf o r t wo men . The P
commemorates the inhuman suffering resulting frothese war crimes. Courageous women

broke the silence and publicly stood up for the recognition of their rights and digriihe Statue

of Peace for the victims of sexualized violence all over the world calls upon us to work for the
protection ofall peopldd r om vi ol ence. 5

Coming to an end: over the 50 years times have changed again and again, but reconciliation and
reunification on the Korean peninsula are more burning than ever and stability and peace in this

region are highly endangered. At present iteds a lot of hope, prayers and convincing work for

a peaceful future of the Korean peninsula! And it is important to pass this hope on to the next
generati on, the young people in Korea. The gr
sHope is théebffead of

Thank you very much for your attention.
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Response_
The Peace Movement of PROK Women

-Centered on PROK Womendds Association
— Rev. Hwang Hyutju (General Secretary, National Women Association of PROK)

1. Introduction

The movement of Korean Christian women has consistently flowed toward life and peace, only
changing its form from time to time. Therefore, it is not possible to distinguish only one part as
a peace or reunification movement. Today, focusing on the movemémt peace and
reunification between the two Koreas in a narrow sense, | would like to briefly examine the
perceptions of women by time, how the movement has changed, and what movements are now
heading toward, focusing on the PROK Women's Association.

2. The content and changes in the movement by the times

T 19 glofetemd peace, one body

Considering its role in bringing Christianity to our society, where the culture of death has been
prevalent since the late 1970s, the PROK Women's Association elgt¢alchange all directions

of the movement to a life and culture creation movement through a policy consultation held in
February 1980 As part of this movement, peace was determined to be a necessary condition
for life, and in order not to fall victimd the great powers, we must strive for the peace and
reunification movement as well as life movement.

In order to spread this peace and reunification movement, the Church women will appeal for
participation in the movement with their hearts of mothers, apting the message, "We know as

the mothers of Korea", at the 1984 General Assembly, and conducting various campaigns such
as the "Prayer for Peace Movement," "Promoting Peace Lectures at the General Assembly of Each
Association," "Not Using Violent War @on Toys," "Recommending Women to Participate in

the Church's Reunification Research Committee,” and "Requesting Solidarity Prayers from

! As discussed at the policy council in February 1980, after contemplating what it is that humankind, who
was made in the image of God, lives right before God, a movement to create a culture of life beyend th
culture of death prevailing in this land was launched. In response, <30 Years of Christian Women's
Movement of the Korean Christian Church Council> says that it is the beginning of the Christian
environmental movement and life movement that the Koreanu@th developed. p. 38
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Overseas Churche$."

The annual general meeting theme was then set as "Peace," and the work was continuously
carriedout to reaffirm, "our position on peace and reunification" with prayers and declarations.

In 1988, on the occasion of the 60th annivers
Position on Peace and Reunification” was announced in the name of 1,00 peants. It can be

said to be a declaration containing concerns and concrete actions about reality, which consists

of, "the reality of division and sacrifice / confession of sin / principles of peace and reunification

/ our practical tasks for peace am@unification”.

After that, in 1989, the "Peace and Reunification Committee” was established within the National
Association organization and tSReunification an
members across the country, both of which are vaneaningful and pioneering.

In the book's greeting, it emphasizes that, "this book is written originally by us, not because we
collected existing information,” and emphasizes that women themselves will no longer play an
auxiliary role in independence movemts, but rather in the way of peace. It also contains
concerns and practices from various angles, including the Bible, politics, education, military, and
women, as shown in the table of contenfsWhat is meaningful as a peace movement is that it
presents an accurate analysis and alternative to how the wounds of the Church's division process
and the harsh experiences of communism have affected our lives since then. In addition to this
textbook, mog of the curriculum of the lay community curriculum conducted by the Women's
Association at the time includes the awareness of the issue of national division and peace and
reunification.

Since 1982, the prayer movement, which started by organizing membgtise nation's Women
Theol ogi ansdg Association into a prayer communi
1,650 branches nationwide for one day a month in 30 regional groups. It has been established

2 |t was announced at the 1984 General Assembly, asking mothers in the land to join the spread of the

peace and reunification movement and participate in the prayer movement. Some of the contents are as

follows:
"Mothers of KoreaMothers, let us build an altar and pray for the alleviation of tension on the Korean
Peninsula and the peace and reunification of our people in this volatile era when the threat of nuclear
war is rising at gunpoint at this time of tension.”

3 sReunificatim and Women Table of Contents

1.1. Necessity of National Unification / 2. Reunification Ideas of the Bible and National Unification / 3. Why
was it divided? / 4. What is wrong with divisiori? Political Affairs and DivisioA Establishment of
Reuwnificationand National Economy From anticommunist education to education to overcoming
division” Problems in military culture and the role of life movemet Women and ethnic division
Z and church and national division / 5. The processafnification discussin / 6. The situation of the
world'sdivided countries / 7. Understanding North Korea / 8. Our task for reunification
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as a daily prayer exercise in which a churctsiouth Korea and a region in North Korea are paired

and this is continued until now. This prayer meeting is not just a prayer for peaceful reunification

of the Korean Peninsula, but also a peace prayer for the peace of God's Shalom to reach the
Earth'scommni ty from individuals. Women Theol ogi ansd
a year can also be considered a very meaningful exercise in that the prayers of the members

continue.

In addition, each church created a reunification bank accounts and matlon system in
preparation for reunification during this period to raise funds for North Korean mission work, and
the donations collected here are still used for North Korean mission work.

A 1 9 gNadgsalization and the Peace and Reunification Mowsrh

In the 1990s, the "Christian Parent Movement" was launched as an effort to overcome the
limitations of division and prepare for peace and reunification. Adopted in October 1993 to make
life movement, which started in the early 1980s, the movement hasiif action plans. With
emphasis on "living a life of reunification jubilee,” the movement will stage "for reconciliation and
unity," "Having a bank account for peace and reunification," "Overcoming camimunist
ideology," "Abolition of the National Sedtyr Law," "Knowing the reality of North Korea,"

"Exchange with North Korean compatriots," "amiar and antinuclear weapons,” and "Cutting
down defense spending.”

This movement is significant in that it contains specific actions to pray and practice iiies,

but it is an active peace movement to overcome violence caused by division though

reconciliation and unity, rather than arttommunism or security.

In order to alleviate the pain and suffering of North Koreans who suffered greatly from floods in
the mid-1990s, they also made an effort to provide humanitarian assistance in various ways. In
1998, they collected 8,000 bags of 8kg of rice and sent them to the North via Incheon Port for
the NCCK's Peace Rice Support Movement. Since then, this experfes reminded the women

of the need to establish relationships through continuous support and mutual exchange with the
North.

Since the mid1990s, during our general meeting, North Korean Christian women have been
continuously invited to meet for interkKorean women exchange several times, but it has not yet
come to pass.

B 2 0 0Medgnt:

In the 2000s, while the economic situan in North Korea reached its worst point, the political
relations between the two Koreas had eased, and humanitarian aid projects were actively taking
place. Such interest led to solidarity among women, and in 2000 the North launched the
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Women's Solidaty for Children's Helping Church (participation from 10 denominations and 18
church women's organizations) to unite women beyond individual denominations.

It is noteworthy that the meeting was not just about humanitarian aid to North Korea, but later
spread to an antiwar pro-peace women's prayer meeting to build peace in a broad perspective
and a movement against dispatch of troops.

And from this point on, as the number of North Korean defectors descending on South Korea
increased, they had a "meetingithr defectors" to help them, and they recognized the increasing
number of North Korean defectors as a goal of mission, not just supporting North Korea.

Since then, peace and culture trips have been conducted once or twice every two years to pay
attention to the issues of war and division, conflict and enmity in North Korea, South Korea, or
other parts of the country, including the sites of division, and to find out what we should do.
Although the passage has now been blocked, various peastated field pograms such as the
Geumgangsan Prayer Association, Pyeongtaek Daethueju April 3, North Korea's
denuclearization, the massacre of Koreans on the Great Kanto Earthquake, and the massacre of
civilians in Golnyeonggol (Daejeon), etc. have been activaigied out so far.

In collaboration with the PROK denomination and the NCCK, humanitarian assistance has
continued to be provided in as many ways as possible, including food support, milk powder
support, masks in case of COVII®, and bread factory supph starting with support for mobile

X-ray screening cars and followp parts packages for tuberculosis patients at the 3rd Central
Hospital in Incheon in 2002, coal briquette support, and making and sending scarves of love.

After the de ativh Geufngammgtinalulyr2008,tthe plahned inté¢orean support
project for North Korea had been unilaterally terminated due to the sharply strained ikerean
relations, and most North Korearelated projects lost momentum. In addition, a series of
wartime situations such as the Yeonpyeong Battle, the Cheonan incident, and the development
of nuclear weapons, violent responses such as the May 24 measures taken by the South Korean
government and the closure of the Kaesong Industrial Complex, and aboviesidbws that our

lives, including further SouttSouth-Korean conflict whenever these things happen, shows that
we are still not out of the division system. Looking at reunification in the long run, PROK women
feel desperately that we need to build ourmer strength through peace education, even if it is

a little slow.

Through these concerns, we are not only making efforts to share and communicate with North

Korea from various perspectives, but also to prepare for reunification, and to develop peace
education to reduce the gap that will arise from soewultural differences after reunification.

Using the Korean Women Theol ogiansd Newsl etter
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Korea Correctly” to introduce North Korean proverbs, food, and inténgstulture, or to contain

false news facts about North Korea and North Korean defectors that are prevalent in our society,

and since 2012, it has created "Learning North K
encourage members to pay attention tcaeh other's culture in their daily lives.

(A) In solidarity with friends of love, they have carried out a project to send scarves to North

Korea through a nosprofit organization, sending about 3,000 scarves and hats directly raised

by members across theountry through Eugene Bell, healing the pain of North Korean defectors

through the North Korean regime's trauma healing center and helping them settle in South Korea.

I'PROK Womendids Solidarity

In talking about the peace movement of PROK women, there eveot only the Women
Theol ogi ansdd Associati on, but also the Women Ed
Association, which were grouped into women's solidarity in PROK, so they were able to continue

the peace movement separately. Appropriate suppartd roles leading each other through the

organizations of lay believers, pastors, and elders have been well distributed, so they have

become good guides for each other's peace movement.

3. In Conclusion

From the beginning, Christian women as wellRROK women have played a role in serving the
world through the transformed selfawareness through the gospel. However, | learned that some
of the past women's movements discovered while preparing for this presentation were
uncritically accompanied by theathomination's movement without including as much insight
into society and selireflection.

Starting with the establishment of a new movement for life and peace in the late 1970s, it is very
surprising that the peace and reunification movement, which ha®earried out through
various gatherings, including the General Assembly, has been carried out with peace as a priority,
and the peace and reunification movement that has been carried out through the website and
educational materials has continued. | thirthis was possible because our Christian women
changed and matured over time, expanded their perception of peace on the Korean Peninsula
to world peace, and made it clear that in order to bring peace to us, we need to move toward
overcoming the sense ofidision and social integration.

However, we should still recognize that women cannot be free from the mission methods of
conservative Christians who encourage hatred and confrontation in the hiterean
confrontation in hopes of reunification by absolipnh or the collapse of North Korea, and the
Church's negative role in inciting and reproducing false news as time goes by, and we should be
more faithful in carrying out independent women's lives and peace movements so that we do
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not fail to transcend theperspective of men in the past or commit the errors of uncritically joining
whatever the current trend is.

Just as the PROK Women have taken a step forward in their life movement to overcome the
culture of death in our society by realizing that the isible chain of division binds us so that we
may not go any further, we should continue the existing peace and reunification movement
through prayer and education, but actively respond to what we need and what God wants us to
do in this time period.

I NTERNATI ONAL CONFIBEREINCEANMNOR/ EIRRBEARY OF THE NC! 99



N_| Npcgclmt/_Pgdj car gml ml 3. wc_pg*QnNcgnn_jpcgrrwm Nc mnj c
Rmu_pbg_ac ml rfc | mpx | Ncl gl gsj _

Response_
The Korean Peninsula Peace Unification Movement:

New Imagination for a New Era
— Rhee Han BeetFormer WCC ECHOS member, Presbyterian Church of Kored(PCK)

Before beginning my presentation, | would like to express my gratitude to dwamenical
colleagues and seniors, both domestic and international, who have long dedicated themselves to
the cause of peace on the Korean Peninsula, and to the National Council of Churches in Korea
(NCCK) for their systematic efforts to uphold this valle particular, | want to acknowledge the
work that has continued for over 40 years through the Tozanso Process to build peace on the
Korean Peninsula. Thanks to the preceding efforts of many, we are able to continue discussions
on peace for the peninsulagflect on the present, and dream of hope for the future.

Since serving as a delegate to the 10th World Council of Churches (WCC) Assembly, | have been
involved in the ecumenical movement as a member of the WCC Youth Commission and an Youth
advisor for he WCC Central Committee. Domestically, | have been active in the Presbyterian
Church of Korea's Youth Association and participated as a member of the NCCK's Reconciliation
and Unification Committee. | was also fortunate to have the opportunity to engagmeetings

with the Ecumenical Forum for Korea (EFK) and the World Campaign for a Peace Treaty on the
Korean Peninsula. Until recently, | worked as a civic activist with the National YWCA of Korea.
Based on these experiences, | will proceed with today'ssentation.

Where is Our Movement Now?

The current situation regarding peacebuilding between North and South Korea is not particularly
hopeful. The peace and unification movement for the Korean Peninsula is facing crises on
multiple fronts. The most pressing issue is the sustainability of thevement itself. Public
perception of unification has shown significant generational differences. According to the "2023
Unification Awareness Survey" published by the Institute for Peace and Unification Studies at
Seoul National University, the overall pentage of respondents across all generations who
believe unification is necessary stands at 43.8%, while 29.8% believe it is unnecessary. However,
among those in their 20s, the figures are markedly different, with only 28.2% seeing unification
as necessar, while 41.3% believe it is not. Among the younger generation, known as Generation
MZ (born between 1985 and 2004), the proportion who consider unification necessary has
steadily declined, now standing at 30.6%. What we need to consider from these remihst
simply that young people are uninterested in peace on the Korean Peninsula, but rather whether
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the peace and unification movement that has continued until now can still be relevant and
effective for the younger generation and the generations to cernm the face of this reality.

The discourse on peace and unification, led primarily by the NCCK, has long focused on the
macro level issues of peace and unification. While transitioning to a peace regime is undoubtedly
a critical task, the cultural sprélaof "peace sensitivity" has not received as much attention.
Though we aspire to a movement based on true solidarity between people, the current peace
and unification movement seems far removed from this ideal. We need deep reflection on who
is shaping thediscourse and movement for peace on the Korean Peninsula today, where our
movement starts, and where it is heading. Have we moved from the center to the margin? And
if so, as Rev. Seunlylin Shin asks, are we even reaching the margin?

Regrettably, my expgence with the peace and unification movement has been one of a-top
down approach, from the center to the margins. The current movement is more exanien,
focusing on single events rather than fostering ongoing, deep peace sensitivity. Instead ofydeepl
reflecting on peace and transforming lives, the movement has centered more on urging
participation in campaigns for political system change. However, as the results thus far have
shown, this type of movement cannot persuade or engage the younger germmmator can it
inspire them to participate in the peacebuilding process.

Why is Our Movement Unsustainable?

We need to reflect on why our movement has not developed in a sustainable direction. First, |
believe it stems from a lack of diversity in the gresses of building and implementing the
movement. The more diverse the actors involved in planning, executing, and evaluating peace
movements, the stronger and more meaningful the outcomes. However, the current peace and
unification movement of the NCCIs being directed and shaped by middkged or elderly men

who have long been dedicated to this movement, and this decismaking structure is
inherently very vulnerable to securing the sustainability of the movement. The most certain way
to ensure a sustmable discourse and movement that connects with young people is to
guarantee their "meaningful” participation in the entire process.

Secondly, the emphasis on the discourse of "unification" complicates sustainability. A peace
movement tied to unificationas a prerequisite struggle to develop a peace discourse beyond
system change. Although peace on the Korean Peninsula is geopolitically intertwined with the
fate of other East Asian countries, the peace movement bound to unification discourse faces
difficulties in aligning with other peace movements, making close solidarity more challenging.
Achieving peace on the Korean Peninsula does not necessarily require unification as the only
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method. When we understand that my welleing is connected to yours, in gdarity with other
East Asian nations, the flames of peace can spread from small places to larger areas.

What Realities Should Our Movement Reflect?

The Korean Peninsula is still heavily influenced by the Korean War. Some may wonder, "What?
We are stillaffected by the Korean War, not by current wars and disputes in neighboring
countries or by South Koreadds military issues?"

on Korean society is the ongoing " coa€nGultuiec t . Acc
Wars Across the World: How Countries Perceive Their Divisions," South Korea stands out among

countries for its extreme internal divisions, with high levels of conflict regarding
progressive/traditional thinking, income, wealth disparity, gendeducational background,

political party support, social class, generation, religion, and urban /rural areas. In this light, the

"gender conflict" that has surfaced in recent years in South Korean society can be understood as

just one aspect of the mangonflicts embedded in the society. Ultimately, the root of all these

conflicts lies in the ideological divide stemming from the Korean War, with the history of

unresolved conflict continuing for over 70 years. This chain reaction of lingering conflicts no

only causes great psychological suffering but also poses a real threat to the people of Korea by

undermining their sense of security in daily life.

Therefore, speaking of peace on the Korean Peninsula must go beyond simply ending war and
physical confratation or changing political systems. We must make efforts to heal the
unresolved wounds and seeds of conflict from the Korean War with new imagination. Through a
just and peaceful methodology, the vision of a society that can unite in diversity must para

of the peace movement for the Korean Peninsula.

New Imagination for a New Era

The NCCKdis movement, as wel | as the Korean ecume
influence on Korean society, is gradually losing its impact, even within theoth To regain its
influence, we need new imagination and the will to apply it.

First, the actors of the movement must change. Peace created by everyone can begin with the
restoration of the peopledds agency thwuoughout
movement must revive grassroots activism by raising up peace activists who are driven by hope.
Decisionmaking structures must also change. When people of various generations and genders,

and those from diverse backgrounds, are included in the decisioa K i ng pr ocess, t he
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peace movement for the Korean Peninsula can develop into a more influential movement.

Second, the methods and content of the movement must change. Political slogans that are
shouted once and then forgotten are only oneff events. Movements that incite fear are no
longer effective. At the 10th WCC Assembly, a resolution was adopted to "participate in a creative
process for building peace on the Korean peninsula.” We must move beyond -earitred
movements and develop movementkat nurture peace activists who gradually expand peace
starting from their own lives. Spreading peace sensitivity is crucial. When we talk about peace at
various levels within a broad spectrum, we can finally understand that the issue of peace is not
fragmented but interconnected. This perspective is essential for not only peace on the Korean
Peninsula but also for understanding that we must unite to build peace in East Asia and beyond.

Finally, we need a new roadmap. Beyond the NCCK's 100th anniversdrha 40th anniversary

of the Tozanso Process, the peace movement for the Korean Peninsula faces new challenges.
For a sustainable Tozanso Process to be realized in our time, we must expand our thinking
beyond the methods we have been using and embracevnehallenges. We need a lostgrm

plan that looks 40 years ahead. And young people are strong in the face of new challenges.
Before the COVIBEL9 pandemic, EYCK received funding for Bread for the world and planned a
youth exchange program between South KareNorth Korea, Germany, and Cambodia with EMS
and the Cambodia Peace and Conflict Study Center. Although the program was canceled just one
month before it was set to take place due to the pandemic, we found hope in the process. | have
seen that peacedreaming youth, a movement led by youth, and a peace movement creatively
driven by youth in new ways are all possible.

In the future, | hope to see a peace movement for the Korean Peninsula that continues the spirit

of the Tozanso Proce3sone that sparkles wih passionate hope, is filled with new imagination
and creativity, and is sustainable.
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Response_
People to Peopledis Solidarity by Youtt
: The Unification Movement of the Ecumenical Youth Council in Korea @nday's

Challenges
— Mr. Kim Jin suGeneral Secretary, Ecumenical Youth Council in Korea (EYCK))

Ecumenical Youth Council's Activities for Korean Reunification

The Ecumenical Youth Council of Korea (EYCK) is dedicated to fostering peace on the Korean
Peninsula through the efforts of People to People. EYCK, which is a collaborative body of national
youth associations affiliated with the National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK), regards
reunification of North and South Korea as its primary missione Trganization's founding
purpose, as stated in its constitution, is "to contribute to the realization of the nation's aspiration
for reunification by overcoming division caused by foreign powers in a seliint and peaceful
manner." Since 1976, EYCK lastinued its ecumenical youth movement to achieve this goal.

As mentioned by Pastor Shin Seumgin, EYCK has consistently fulfilled its role as Christian youth,
performing its duties throughout every moment of the church's reunification movement.

Sincethe beginning of the 1987 regime and the 1988 Declaration, EYCK has devoted most of its
resources to reunification efforts. It has | oi |
movement and has worked with various universities and youth organizationmomote people

driven reunification. EYCK has organized joint Easter services and youth Jesus festivals in
numerous cities across Korea every Easter and fall. In 1995, marking the 50th anniversary of

liberation, EYCK declared the year "Reunificationl@abl issuing several declarations and hosting

the "95 National Youth Jubilee Conference." Through these organizational efforts, EYCK has

inspired youth's consciousness about reunification and led several joint actions utilizing an

organic network betweerregions and the nation. In essence, EYCK has shared the journey of

solidarity between People and People from the perspective of youth.

To this day, EYCK continues its activities for peace and reunification on the Korean Peninsula. In
2019, it conducted tke "Pilgrimage for Justice and Peace in Korea" with youth from around the
world. The Pilgrimage for Justice and Peace (PJP) is an international program initiated by the
10th WCC Assembly in Busan in 2013. The PJP program, which took place across various
continents, was uniquely conducted on the Korean Peninsula in 2019. About 90 youths from 15
countries visited sites of pain on the Korean Peninsula and participated in the 2019 World Council
of Churches' joint prayer service for peace and reunification onKloeean Peninsula. A significant

visit included the DMZ in Paju. Through this pilgrimage, youth witnessed the realities of division
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firsthand and joined in prayer for peace and reunification.

The Reunification Academy, held for ten years since 2015, $& aloteworthy. EYCK, in
collaboration with NCCK, PROK, and PCUSA, has been conducting the Christian Youth
Reunification Academy annually. The academy includes lectures on history and current issues
and visits to sites reflecting the history of division.Has been held in various locations, including
regions outside Seoul, and adapted to online formats during the COMPandemic. Particularly,

last year's and this year's academies included visits to Okinawa, exploring the intersection of
peace on the Kagan Peninsula, Okinawa, and Northeast Asia. This year, meetings were held with
members of the NCCK Reconciliation and Unification Committee, youth activists, and participants
in the Rebuilding Forum.

Challenges Faced Today

I would like to discusseveral challenges faced by today's youth involved in the reunification
movement, as outlined by the previous speakers.

1. Disconnection Between Reunification Discourse and Youth Generation

- Grand Narratives and Polig@entric Reunification Discourse: $® of relevance and
disconnection from daily life. The issue of division and reunification is undeniably a major cause
of contradictions in Korean society. However, the experiences of the youth regarding division
and reunification are often detached fromadly realities. For example, division is viewed merely
as a matter of war, military expenditure, mutual provocations, or political agreements. Recently,
provocative and aggressive contents like ambrth Korean leaflets and balloon releases
dominate the rews and social media. This makes social education on reunification exceedingly
difficult. The grand meanings of reunification, such as nationalism or peace in Asia, lack
connection with youth and are perceived negatively, creating a sense of fatigue aodrbmg a
political issue.

- Exposure to Hate and Violence Reproduction Structures: The negative impact of media and
education. Negative media portrayals contribute to disconnection. Materials emphasizing the
cost of reunification or economic disadvantagés individuals perpetuate this disconnection.
Moreover, mandatory military training for young men fosters desgated animosity towards
North Korea. Sensationalist news and media content related to North Korea, amplified by SNS
algorithms, contribute tadeological conflicts, generational conflicts, and gender conflicts, further
spreading aggressive anhorth Korean sentiments in a society rife with various conflicts.
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2. Resource Issues

- Lack of Persuasive Language for Church Congregations: Thisdexloot only theological
expression but also communication methods. While the Korean church's reunification movement
has a valuable history and legacy, the number of participating churches is still minimal. The
Christian language used to discuss peace asutial responsibility often fails to penetrate
ideological barriers, prosperity theology, and conservative fundamentalist factions. Thus, the
language for persuading the church's wider audience is lacking.

- Challenges in Reproducing Reunification MovemRasources: A major issue arising from the
loss of connection with church congregations is the "resource depletion." Securing human and
material resources to sustain the Korean church's reunification movement is challenging. Finding
Christian youth intersted in peaceful reunification is difficult, and there is a lack of structures
within the Korean church for "sustainable reunification movements."

Questions for Seeking Hope

1. Regarding Pastor ShinSeumg nd3s eval uati on of tpleparingfarmr ent per
new leap," this is an insightful assessment reflecting the urgent need for change. Given the

completely new NorthSouth relations and internal limitations within the Korean church, it seems

clear that previous methods are no longer viablEhus, there is strong agreement on the urgent

need for theological transformation. It is impressive that the three transitions suggested are

framed in universally acceptable Christian language. However, it is crucial to explore how to
communicate these &l uabl e t heol ogi cal resources wi th t !
Theological transformation should involve changing our language. Given the current lack of

language for effective communication with church congregations, discussions should focus on

how to engage fellow citizens and the church audience through new formats or approaches.

2. In the absence of reunification partnerships with the North, South Korean civic movements
have undergone and continue to undergo various transitions in the first halog4. It is
understood that discussions are ongoing within various organizations about how to rekindle
solidarity between People and People. To continue the reunification movement with youth who
are not persuaded by grand narratives of nationalism or stetted, it is essential to study the
challenges and necessary transitions faced by existing Christian reunification movements.
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PANEL PRESENTATIOR

tSThe Role of the Global Ecumenical Community for
A Permanent Peace Regimeoft he Korean Peninsul af

Presentation_

End of the Tozanso Process?
— Mr. Erich Weingartne(Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada)

My dear ecumenical colleagues and friends attending this centennial celebration:

It gives me great pleasure to be able tmntribute to this panel, even though | can't be with you

in person. My relationship with the National Council of Churches in Korea began half a century
ago. lwas in my 30s when | first travelled to Korea with my CCIA colleague Victordisiio by

the waysends his warmest regards and congratulations on your 100th anniversary.

There are numerous colleagues whom | met for the first time during that visit. In addition to the
NCCK General Secretary at the time, the Rev. Kim Kwan Suk, | am thinking pdstictilghee

Kyoung Bae, Oh Jae Shik, Kang Moon Kyu, David Suh, and Kim Yong Bok. All of these have sadly
passed away in recent years. Others from those first years are thankfully still alive, like Yong Bok's
wife Marion Kim, and my older brothers Park Sahpg, Ahn Jae Woong and Park Kyung Seo.

On that first visit to Seoul, | was the new staff person responsible for the WCC human rights
program. The timing could not have been more significant. South Korea was still under the
dictatorshipof General Park Ging Hee, and the NCCK was at the forefront of the human rights
struggle. Workingn complete secrecy, a small group within the NCCK had produced in a highly
detailed report of thehuman rights conditions under the Park Chung Hee regime during the year
1978

The story of how that report was researched, written, smuggled out of the country, published

by the CCIA, and placed into the hands of President Jimmy Carter prior to his state visit to Korea

in 1979, isascl oak and dagger  drly told Evehtumlty, 98 @olticaln e v e r
prisoners documentedh that report were released at the insistence of President Carter.

Does this have anything to do with the topic of this panel?
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Yes, it very much does. Korea taught me how intimately related humghts and peace really
are. There can be no peace without justice, and human wellbeing can never be guaranteed
without peace.

Those of us who were naive enough to believe democracy would be restored after Park Chung
Hee'sassassination were bitterly dippointed. The military coup by Chun Doo Hwan two months
later showed that dictatorship could always be justified by the need for national security in face
of the threatfrom North Korea.

The NCCK began to tackle the issue of peace and unificationtah@ when this was outlawed
astreason under the National Security Law. Risking severe punishment, Korean church leaders
made thecourageous decision to ask the WCC to contact North Korean Christians on their behalf.
This is theessence of what happened ifiozanso 40 years ago.

So what was the role of the global ecumenical community in that period of Korean history? | will
sum it up in two words:solidarityand accompaniment

By solidarityl mean trusting our counterparts, assisting them in their struggleghout the desire

to control. By accompaniment mean standing by and sharing the pain and struggles of the
Koreanpeople. We needed to acknowledge our own complicity in the division of Korea. We
needed torecognize our responsibility to join the Koregeople on their arduous march to peace.
Over the past 40 years, we assumed that peace in Korea has to be linked with some sort of
national reunification. The concept paper of this conference lists numerous ecumenical
statements over theyears in which peee and reunification are almost seen as synonymous. The
expectation thatreunification is inevitable was reinforced when the two Germanys reunited 34
years ago.

Unfortunately, those hopes were premature. The influence of geopolitics continues to strangle
reunification efforts. And the urgency that used to exist among divided family members has
begun tofade as the Korean war generation gradually disappears from the scene. Young Koreans
see no benefitin such a union.

Last December, when Kim Jong Un anmaed an end to North Korea's reunification policy, | was
at first in disbelief. Did he really just set aside one of the founding principles of North Korean
selfunderstanding?t seemed almost sacrilegious. What happened to their foundational slogan
sKois@®@mae ?{ Or-repediad istatement that South Korea reof the enemy, but rather

the victim of USaggression?

Should we consider these developments to be yet another example of a global descent into
chaos?
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| don't think so. On further reflection, how think that Kim Jong Un may have done us a big
favour.After all, has he not simply stated the facts of life? The two Koraagsseparate countries.
They arehostile toward each other. And unification is becoming less and less desirab&ztbar
side for a variety of cultural and economic reasons. In many respects, reunification just
complicated the peaceffort. What is wrong with twoseparatekoreas engaging in a permanent
peace regime?

I am aware that the NCCK has a Committee for Reconciliation Rednification. If we omit
reunification, what remains?

To my mind, what remains is the heart of the matter. Reconciliation is the central corempf
peaceprocess. Without reconciliation, peace is a hollow arrangentflike an armistice, where
wounds continue to fester, where military threats swallow resources for warfare rather than
welfare.

Have we come to the end of the Tozanso process? If Tozanso implies efforts toward reunification,
we may have to give it a decent burial. But the real genius of thezanso process is that it has
brought North and South Korean Christians into direct, sustained, and creative corffact
accompanied anénthusiastically supported by a cloud of ecumenical withesses worldwide. That
can and shouldertainly be celebrated aan historical achievement.

What about the role of the global ecumenical community in thisw situation? | personally

believet he wor ds tsolidarity and accompani mentdtq re
that change however dark and drearit may seem, is a gift from God, the harbinger of new life,

new opportunities.

I was pleased that just | ast year both the WCC
andpeace,f rather than tpeace and significant.f i cati on.
This is the time to think creatively. That includes those of us representing the global ecumenical
community. Forty years ago, when it was impossible for South Korean Christians to contact their

North Korean counterparts, it requiredon-Korean ecumenical institutions to build the requisite
bridges.Currently those bridges have collapsed. We may need to build new, more robust bridges

to reconnect with the North Korean Christians Federation, with whom we now share a 4
decadesold partneship.

I'm personally too old to suggest a blueprint for how to build these new bridges. Are there any
engineers of the younger generation willing to accept this challenge?

Once again, happy 100th birthday, NCCK.
God bless you, and keep the faith!
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Presentation_
— Mr. Peter ProvgDirector, WCC Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA)
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Response_
— Rev. Ute Hedrich

Dear Moderator, Rev. Dr. Bae Hyun Ju,
Dear Fellow panellists,
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Allow we to start withgreetings of our Bishop, Petra Boss¢uber, who together with our head

of department for the ministries aboard, the right Rev. Frank Kopania, who is sitting here, have
the situation on the divided peninsula of Korea deeply in their hearts and minds ast and

pray that the God of life may renew all creation, but also create new opportunities for peaceful,

de-escalating, farreaching communication and at least steps towards each other and an end to

all provocation.

This is a dream, a hope and a cleaotivation, so that we never give up the search for a just

peace in our long, strong and intensive history togethetO consultations between NCCK and

EKD. 50 years agehalf the age ofthe NCCKt he first consultatiron too
a placewhere many men and women from South Korea came to work in the mines, in hospitals

and in other fields of work, where children grew up, children who now live in both our societies

and cultures, who are "cultural mediators" who can interpret and exptaamother important

point of our close cooperation. Rev. NHwa Kong from the Germaspeaking congregation is

one of the examples of KoreaGer man congregations, especially
a team has now published a KoregBerman hymn book a souce of spiritual foundation for

the common struggle for justice and peace.

Pastor Detlef Knoche and Pastor Shimlmost witnesses of the first hours have told the long
and special and rich story of interaction, of being interwoven in each other's lives

Hebrews 12 calls the connected communities and people the cloud of withesses, and indeed we
stand in this cloud as we celebrate the birthday of the NCCK and our commitment to one another.
And in this cloud of withnesses we are all connected: those whudigone before us and us today,
wherever we are, and those who are about to join us.

Hebrews 12 calls the connected communities and people a cloud of witnesses, and indeed we
stand in this cloud as we celebrate the birthday of the NCCK and our commitriteoe another.

" Executive Secretary/ Head of the Middle and Far Est, Australia and Pacific Desk/
Protestant Church in Germany/ Evangelische KirchBeéutschland EKD
ute.hedrich@ekd.de
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And in this cloud of withesses we are all connected: those who have gone before us and us today,
wherever we are, and those who are about to join us.

And at this point | would like to remember Lutz Drescher in particidanost of you or dmost

all of you have met him, worked with him, even travelled to the North of Kordse has shaped

our work within the EKD with his knowledge, with his presence between the two countries, he
has created the structure for the visits packed with many dir@ncounters. My predecessors
travelled to you with Lutz and all of us gained a lot, the bishops as well as the partnership people
- | have read many reports and articles by him and at least we have talked together several times.
Therefore, at this point &hort moment of silence to remember Lutz and how he has shaped our
communication between South Korea and Germany and each of us.

A moment of silence

Truly a very special person in the cloud of witnesses for all of-uBhank you.

Today | would likgo remind us of two women from this cloud of withesses who can guide us
even today.

Do you know Gesine OLtmanns or Katrin Hattenhauer?

Some, | suppose many not? Until recently | didn't know either.

Around this time, 35 years ago, Katrin, 20, had studtbdology but dropped out, was also an
artist and activist in Leipzig. Gesine, 24, had never been able to get a job or a place to study
because of her political activism. Both found their place, their space, in the Ni¢dtahe in
Leipzig, where they megvery Monday at 5 pm for the peace prayer in the then GDR. They were
young, unhappy with their limited prospects in life, the fact that they were prevented from
making their own decisions about their lives, ... only the church offered a place to distss,
dream, to hope and to solidarise.

One Monday in early September 89 there was a big fair, the Leipzig Fair, which still existed, and
so many Western TV and radio stations were in the city, and normally the Stasi police would be
less harsh than on othedays on those who practised civil disobedience.

So they managed to smuggle 4 banners into the church that said "For an open country with free
people".

Until that day, the church had always been used for Monday prayers and then people would
leave, trying to avoid any contact or direct confrontation with the GDR police, who were always
nearby. But on this day the two women were so brave and took the bansed put it up outside

and marched soon : the police came, destroyed the banner and pushed the young women
media reporters were present and soon after it was on the West German daily news that many
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in the East could see depending on how far they werérom the border.

That day the demonstration continued and from that Monday on it grew bigger and bigger:
people stood up against a government that pushed young women around,

- that did not see the value of every human being and did not understand the call and the urge
for freedom and an end to separation.

While in the SED government it was mainly men who were actitiee resistance on the streets,
the mass demonstrations lgan with the courageous and wefilanned act of two women-
Katrin was arrested a week laterfor a month and when she was released from priseishe
couldn't believe what had changed and how big the movement had become: the streets and
churches were fulbf people.

Gesine and Katrin's story is one of the heroic stories of those days: Strong, courageous and not
at all shy women took the first step to make the demonstration publicdidn't know that before.

And they never expected according to intervigvs with both of them- what their action would

lead to- perhaps they did not even have the hope that they would one day be free.

There is no copy and pastel know: Such an action would not lead to the reunification you and
we have been waiting for sahg! But the strong initiatives of the two women could help us to
strive more strongly for actions and activities as we formulated in the common statement of our
consultation in 2023: Transforming Division and Making Peace For a joint pilgrimage of the
Geman and Korean churches towards justice, reconciliation and unity.

On p.4d1 quote:

S5 Continue accompanying the churches of NCCK a
member churches and ecumenical partners from both Korea and Germany to comeéftege

order to advance towards reconciliation and peace. Online seminars and personal exchanges, for
example from churches, Universities, diaconial institutions, and during pastoral education should

be fostered and initiated, as well as volunteers' pragrs. The exchange of youth, students,
theological lecturers, pastors, diacons, and other volunteers and ecumenical encounters in
Germany and Korea should be encouraged £~.

new topics and issues should be tackled such as intergenerational justice, climangehsexual

violence, gender and diversity, or woillfe balance. Ways and means of interaction should be

sought for taking up these and ot her Jssuestl
In our boundless and bordecrossing cloud of witness, we have challenged each other with these

ideas,now let's work on them and include them in the overall goal, praying that God will help us
to find the right and appropriate response for lasting peace on the Korean peninsula.
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Response_
— Rev. Dr. Toshimasa Yamamoto

First of all, | would like to express my gratitude to the NCCK and organizers for their kind
invitation to me to be part of this significant epoeimaking conference. As one who has been
concerned about and involved with Peace and Reconciliation in Nortt Baia, | am especially
glad to see that this historical conference is taking place. It is very timely and appropriate at this
point in time and | am strongly hoping that we are continuing this tradition of bringing the
ecumenical family together to dis@s our reality, visions, dreams, and a feasible strategy in
relation to peacemaking in the Korean Peninsula and in North East Asideel very much
honored and happy to share my presentation with you.

Since my time is limited, let me briefly share somiemy thoughts and experiences on the given
theme of this session from the stand points of the Japanese context.

Historical responsibility of Japanese Churches.

It is a historical fact that Japan was directly involved in the peninsula as its colonizer for 35 years,
and that the Korean Peninsula was divided by the United States and the Soviet Union at the end
of World War Il. When we look back at our history, itsva 1967, that the Kyodan, (United
Church of Christ in JapaCCJ), the largest Protestant denomination in Japan and also a
member church of the NCCJ, issued a "Confession of Responsibility during World War 11" which
stated that

" In the name of Kyoda, we issued a statement at home and abroad in which we approved of
and supported the war and encouraged prayers for victory. Indeed, even as our country
committed sin, so we too, as a church fell into the same sir:  Now, with deep pain in our
hearts,we confess our sin and ask the Lord for forgiveness." In addition to the "Confession of
Responsibility " by the Kyodan, many member churches and organizations of theINGRe
repented and confessed their sins and asked for forgiveness from God andeighhors in Asia.

It has been a clear mandate that churches in Japan are seeking to live the gospel of reconciliation
with sisters and brothers in Korea.

NCCJ's involvement with democratization process in Korea

The NCCJ's relationship with Korean Peniasin the recent modern history is highlighted and

" Chair, Asian Rural Institute, President, National Council of YMCAs of Japan, Former General Secretary of
National Christian Council in Japan
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underlined with the involvement of the democratization process in South Korea. According to
the "Letters from South Korea", which was a {&ar long series of moving stories carried in the
Japanese montlyl magazine, "Sekai," from the May issue of 1973 to the March issue of 1988, it is
clear that NCCJ was with people of South Korea and with the NCCK as a counterpart. These
articles told the world about the Korean politicians, religious persons, writers, janchalists,
students and workers who stood up against their nation's military regime in pursuit of restoring
democracy. The letters were written by a certain anonymous "T. kt"that time, this
underground correspondence was organized by a Christimupgrin Korea, antdy "T. K." in Tokyo

and they compiled the documents together with others then wrote the "Letters from South
Korea." In 2003, the Christian group in Korea held a press conference and disclosed the whole
story of the underground project.T. K." was finally identified as Dr. Chi Myugganwho died

two years ago.

"Letters from South Korea" was a great achievement for Korea's democratization movement, and
at the same time, it was a product of unprecedented solidarity between the Christidnkapan

and of Korea. The whole scope of the project needs to beagpropriated in light of the church
history of these two countries. It also was the product of a global ecumenical Christian network
since so many people, including missionaries and iiddials from Europe and North America,
were involved and committed to this ecumenical accompaniment project.

Tozanso Process and NCCJds ecumeni cal i nvol

As a part of our peace building efforts, the NCXJprovided symbolic ecumenical spaces for the
WCC sponsored "Justice and Peace in Northeast Asia" conference held in October 1984 at the
YMCA's training facility, Tozanso in Gotemba, Japan.

The conference served as a starting point for clarifying the direction of the ecumenical
movement on the issa of reunification of the divided Korean Peninsula. The conference and
subsequent developments are collectively referred to as the "Tozanso Process,” which has
become the tlingua francatf, common | anguage of
conference, in 1985, a WCC delegation visited North Korea, and in 1986, a U.S. NCC delegation
visited North Korea. Also in 1986, the WCC hosted a conference in Gullion, Switzerland, where
Christian representatives from North and South Korea attended and sharelly Communion
service symbolizing reconciliation. The theme of the conference was "The Biblical and Theological
Foundations of the Christian Concern for Peace. "The statement of the second Gullion
Conference in 1988 proclaimed 1995 as the "Year of debifor the liberation and reunification

of the Korean Peninsula.
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In May 1987, the NCCJ sent three representatives, Mikio Sumiya, Masaaki Nakajima, and
Munetoshi Maejima, to North Korea to visit the Korean Christian Federation (KCF) and exchange
views onthe possibility of exchange programs between NCCJ and KCF.-tadace trust
building efforts had been initiated between Japanese and North Korean churches. The Korean
Christian Church in Japan also began exchanges with the North Korean church in Jalyd8h

a six member delegation visited North Korea. In the midst of the rapidly changing Cold War
situation between East and West, efforts to address the Korean Peninsula were made throughout
the 1990s as a central issue for the ecumenical movement inadadhe NCCJ and the Korean
Church in Japan, as well as other ecumenical movements in Asia and around the world, began to
provide humanitarian aid to North Korea in response to the massive flooding in North Korea in
1995. NCCJ was closely working with NC@KCC / ACT and other ecumenical families to send
humanitarian aid to DPRK from 1995 to 2002.

The building of peace and reconciliation in East Asia, which has been addressed as an important
pillar of the Tosanso Process, has materialized into solidariyvities from a humanitarian
perspective. During that time, NCCJ also actively organized and participated in ecumenical
conferencesseminars, workshops, prayer gatherings in relation to humanitarian aid to DPRK and
peace and reconciliation on the Koregeninsula.

After a few yearsd experience i n -pasedagemtiesng f ood
began to realize that the causes of the food shortage in North Korea went beyond natural

disasters and lack of agricultural input. Along with ecumahiorganizations and other

humanitarian agencies, NCCJ also shifted the concept of aid, from food aid to development
assistance. NCCJ participated in variety of development projects initiated mainly by development

NGOs in Japan.

Article 9 of the PeaceConstitution for A Permanent Peace Regime of the Korean
Peninsula

It is important to note that the article 9 of the Japanese Peace Constitution plays a vital role in

War Responsibility in Postwar Japan. Clause 1 of
renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation and renounbe use of force as means of

settling international disputes . Clause 2 B fo
right of belligerency. t 11t is widely pointed ou

Japan's promise to never aga@mbark on military aggression overseas. It is the life insurance for

Asi ans. Japand3s present Constitution was develo
Japanese people for their aggression against other Asian countries, particularly Korea aag Chin

in which an estimated 20 million people were killed and many lands, including our own, were
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ravaged by war. Since it came into effect on May 3, 1947, the Japanese Constitution, particularly
the war renouncing Article 9, had long been considered sacnotaHowever, following a series

of proposals by conservative and righting politicians, the Diet had set the stage for
amendment but so far not successful for the revision. In light of the geopolitical tensions in East
Asia, particularly in North and SthuKorea and between China and Taiwan, in addition to Russia's
invasion of Ukraine and Israel's genocide attack in Gaza, voices for the revision of Article 9 has
been increasing on the part of conservatiyeliticiansin Japan. In light of thge situation,NCCJ
organized the & World Inter Religious Conference on Article 9 in Okinawa, from Feb 20 t8'22
2024. The first conferencethe AsiaEcumenical/InterReligious Conference on Articles@as held

in Tokyo from November 29 to December 1, 2007, when | vetii GS of NCCI has been more

and more evident that violence dominates this world. We are standing at the crossroads of two
choices, whether we choose life and create a culture and mechanism of lasting peace or we
choose the road of destruction andpsead a chain of violence and war.

As we all know, various coalitions and networks of people's peace movements have emerged
thanks to the recent development of the internet and SNS. However, we also see more
conservative and rightwving politicians increasing around the world. They alsoga@ing more
support from people with populism and exclusive, intolerant political agenda. Now, the global
ecumenical peace movement is faced with the challenge of transforming this alliance into more
solid movements with welldefined objectives, stratégs and constituencies. | sincerely hope
and pray that our deliberations, discussions, and decismaking will bear good fruit in order to
promote lasting peace in Korea and lift up our ecumenical involvement with the Korean Peninsula
so as to enhancéhe globalecumenical network in this region.
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Response_
— Mr. Dereck Dunkurn(Director, Global Ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
and United Church of Christ)
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PANEL PRESENTATION

sfrhe Ecumeni cal Communityds Proposal s
on the Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia: Concrete Alternativest

The Ecumenical Commitment to Peace

on the Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia
— Rev. Dr. Setri NyomWCRC Interim General Secrefary

Introduction

We live in a broken worldMillions of people are sufferindnjustice has become the norm rather
than the exception. Major conflicts around the world have led to untold turmoil, displacement
and suffering- some for decadesThe Korean penisula has not been spareiven the broken
world in which we find ourselves, we truly need justice, peace, healing and reconciliation.

As we celebrate 100 years of the witness of the Korean churches through the NGGK.
appropriate to use thioccasion to give thanks to God for the contributions the NCCK has made
towards justice and peace in this region of the world as well as to assess how far we have come
and what can we do ecumenically to give new signs of hopée give thanks to God for the
impact of the NCCK and its member churches accompanied by the World Council of Churches,
the World Communion of Reformed Churches, the Council for World Mission, the Conference of
Churches in Asia, and other ecumenical bodies in the quest for peace vstltgu

In this brief presentation, | will trace a few of the actions of the World Communion of Reformed

Churches and build on that the commitment to peace on the Korean peninsula and the Northeast
Asia region, and how this is a major contribution to jiestand peace in the world.

Some Actions of the World Communion of Reformed Churches (WCRC)

The World Alliance of Reformed Churches has been very committed to peace and justice in the
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Koreanpeninsulaand this region for many decadekn the interest d brevity, let me trace some

of our actions only from our twentysecond General Council which incidentally was held in Seoul,

Korea in August 1989.

The 22nd General Council, Seoul Korea
In the August 1989 General Council of WARC, delegates heard howlitigon of Korea had

caused great suffering with more than a hundred thousand orphans and about ten million

separated from familiesThe fact that no peace treaty was signed coupled with the constant
threat of the use of nuclear weapons were of major c@ng, leaving people on both side in fear

and limited freedom.

These were some of the key points that led the 22nd General Council to make a very clear

statement and declaration as follows:

120

Reformed churches from around the world are gathered in Seoul, Korea, Augizt 1589

to seek reconciliation with God, with one another, with creation, and among peoples and
nations in the 22nd general council of the World Alliance of Reformed Churdinethis
context we cannot ignore the painful division of the Korean peninsula, the pain and suffering
which it causes to the Korean people, and the serious threat to world peace which it
represents. As a matter of urgent priority, the WARC general couoails our member
churches in Korea in a strong commitment to reconciliation and reunification on the Korean
peninsula.

We take this act on because of our conviction that God intends unity and reconciliation; that
Korean people have suffered far too lorigom a conflict among the superpowers which has
resulted in the division and oppression of the Korean people; that the pain and suffering
caused by the separation of families for over 40 years resulting from the division of Korea
must be ended; that the nilitarization of the Korean peninsula caused by its division is a
serious threat to world peace; that the division of Korea has become the occasion for the
denial of human rights and democracy in both North and South Korea which is contrary to
the will of God for justice and human rights.

The 22nd WARC general council declares its strong commitment to reconciliation and
reunification in Korea and pledges its support to Christians in Korea and elsewhere who
struggle to achieve this important goal. To thahd the WARC general council declares:

1) That it endorses as its own the "Declaration of the Churches of Korea on National

Reunification and Peace" adopted by the National Council of Churches of Korea in February,
1988, the "Glion Declaration on Peacrdathe Reunification of Korea " produced at the
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meeting of North and South Korean Christian leaders with those of other nations in
November 1988, and the July, 1989 statement of the World Council of Churches Central
committee entitled "Peace and the Reuiaiition of Korea".

2) That it shares with WARC member churches in Korea, students, teachers, and all those
who courageously and persistently struggle for justice, democracy and reunification, its
solidarity and strong support for their witness for peae@d reunification in Korea.

3) That it urges all WARC member churches to participate in the "World Day of Prayer" for
peace and reunification in Korea on the Sunday nearest August 15 each year from 1990
through 1995.

4) That it encourages the WARC genksecretariat to take initiatives for a "World Church
Jubilee Pilgrimage" for peace and reunification in Korea from Augubb61995.

5) That the general council declares its opposition to any law and structures that contradict
the principles of peacand reunification enunciated by the Korean Churches.

6) The general council urges all member churches to pray for those who are in prison
because of the struggle for the peace and reunification of Korea.

This was the real beginning of a renewed commént which has stayed with the Reformed
family of churches which | serve until todaBetween that Council and 1997, we sought to be
faithful to the commitments we made.

The 23rd General Council in Debrecen Hungary (1997)
On the second day of the Gener@louncil, there was a joint presentation by the delegation from

the Korean Christian Federation of the Democr af
from the National Council of Churches of Korea (NCCK) in which they reiterated a fervent wish

for the reunification of the Korean peninsula, pointing to their oneness in Jesus Christ who is the

head of the church.

In addition the 23rd General Council in Hungary made the following decisions:

1.launch a "task force for emergency relief' to those starving and to protect the quality of
life in North Korea, if possible, through ecumenical networks for two consecutive years from
1997 to 1999;

2. participate in relief efforts by supporting diaconalission work of the Korean Christians
Federation and Christians in the DPRK;
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3. continue to support the development of the diaconal mission theology of jubilee and the
theological foundation for peace, reconciliation and reunification of the divided people

4. promote the improvement of relations between the global community and the DPRK,
including lifting the 47yearold economic sanctions against DPRK since January 28 1950,
by the USA;

5. advocate the transformation of the Korean armistice agreementoird new peace
mechanism by the Republic of Korea and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea,;

6. explore the creation of new institutions to complement the work of the ecumenical
movement for mutual support for peace;

7. support some 500 house churcheim North Korea through establishing sister relations
between them and South Korean congregations; and

8. encourage the churches in the DPRK to be in fellowship with the world Christian
community.

These decisions were followed up through differenbntacts with the then WARC member
churches and partners agencies.

An i mportant theol ogi cal devel opment was made
participation in WARCA&s 23rd Gener al Counci | . H
NorthKoea as a d&Di aconal Mi ssion Churchti was affirr

the North Korean Church was very helpful, because there was a controversial debate on the
nature of the Christian churches in North Korea at that time.

The 24th GeneralCouncil in Accra, Ghana, in August 2004 simply affirmed our commitments
and we have continued to pray along with Koreans and engage in actions towards peace and
reconciliation Notably we have been receiving the joint prayers and publicising them amomg ou
member churches and encouraging our member churches to walk alongside Korean churches in
North and South through these challenging times.

The WCRC which was established in June 2010 as a result of the Union between the Reformed
Ecumenical Council andhé World Alliance of Reformed Churches has a commitment to
communion and justiceOur commitment to communion is a call to greater unity and solidarity
among our member churchedhis calls us to deepen what we have done in walking alongside
our churchesn Korea.Our commitment to justice ensures that we raise fundamental questions
about the existing situation which continues to lead to pain and suffering for our sisters and
brothers in KoreaSo the World Communion of Reformed Churches will continuetisding by
Korean churches for peace and reconciliation. Specifically three resolutions were made:

a. The General Secretary request the United Nations to reconsider its position on economic

sanctions against North Korea and allow humanitarian assistance to the people of North
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Korea.

b. That the General Secretary with the Presidium visit Seoul and Pyongi@ahave prayer
meetings for the reconciliation in the Korean Peninsula.

c. Arecommendation be made to change from the Armistice Agreement to the Peace Treaty
between the two Korean nations.

In the 26th General Council of the WCRC held in Leipzig, Geynidne Korean peninsula was
again on our minds. In ACTION 54, the General Council
1. instructed the Executive Committee and Secretariat, to convene a North East Asia
Ecumenical Peace Convocation, to weave various initiatives of the global, regional and
national ecumenical councils, to design an Ecumenical Accompaniment Process for Healing,
Reconciliation and Peaceful Reunification of the Korean Peninsula from 2017 to 2025 (80th
anniversary of the liberation from Japan and the division of the peninsula);
2. agreed that WCRC shall join in the Peace Treaty Campaign Movement as one of the
programmes of the above Ecumenical Accompaniment Process; and
3. instructed the Executive Committee and Secretariat to highlight the Korean Peninsula in
its programme on Jusce and Peace in order to actualize efficiently the above plans,
developing a common vision of peace in North East Asia as well as that of the world.

These are hopeful signs and opportunities in our quest for healing and reconcilidtienhave
not always done well, and often we have not followed up our commitments as much as we
should have doneHowever, the commitments remain strong.

Some similar actions of the WCRC

The WCRC commitment to justice and peace on the Korpaninsulais a part of our wier
commitment to justice and peace in Asia, and indeed in the world at laigeAsia, we have
accompanied the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan and others for justice and peace as well as in
their quest for selfdetermination.In Myanmar, we have accompanigtle churches in the
struggle for living and engaging in mission in their own country with dignity and pe#te.
Indonesia, we have sought to be a force for justice and peace in the regions which have gone
through some turmoil, and more recently, we are s$olidarity with churches in Bangladesh as
they go through a very challenging time.

Beyond Asia, we have also been a engaged in exposing and dismantling injustice and evil in
different forms in order to usher in justice, peace, healing and reconciliafitye. one which has
made the most impact is the fight against Apartheid in Southern Afrléar decades, churches

and civil society joined forces with South Africans in fighting the evil of apartheid. In this evil
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system of governmentsponsored oppressionral repression on the basis of race, many South
Africans suffered torture, unjust longerm imprisonment and deathMany lost loved onegf
including childrenWhat happened in Soweto on June 16, 1976, when students wanted to express
their rights, remaingtched in history as a symbol of this repression. This is just one example.

All these led the worldwide Reformed and Presbyterian family to indicate clearly that we cannot
simply sit by as onlookers in the face of such a demonic eMikny consultations wre held
especially in the 19703n 1982, the General Council in Ottawa declared that apartheid is a sin
and its theological justification, heresyhis status confessionis was a key step in promoting
reconciliation with integrity.It resulted in the immeéliate suspension of two of our member
churcheslt also indicated very clearly that the church would not condone evil in any form.

Given the decades of living under such evil conditions, no sane person would have thought
reconciliation was ever possiblbetween the race that dominated and the race that was
victimized.What was humanly conceivable was victims wishing for a time when they could bring
perpetrators to justice and simply make sure that the perpetrators too suffered at least some of
the pain they had causedThe intensity of the exclusion and pain that the apartheid system
caused was such that it would be easy to justify retaliatory actions supported by courts which
might bring some satisfaction that somehow the cause of justice was ser&er all, there are
many good examples of how courts were set up after serious atrocities to bring perpetrators to
justice.

What happened in South Africa after 1994 is a refreshing departure from actions that perpetuate
a cycle of violence, and a majaontribution to healing and reconciliation that can serve as a
model for us today as we seek new ways of fostering healing and reconciliation in 2009 and
beyond.The exemplary leadership of President Nelson Mandela, who himself suffered from 27
years of ufust imprisonment, constituted a remarkable step in leading the world on a different
path dthe path of reconciliation.

This was further strengthened in the establishment of the Truth and Reconciliation Committee
chaired by Nobel Peace laureate, ArchlmiptDesmond Tutu. Through this process, an opportunity
was offered for victims to be able to express the human rights violations they suffered and for
perpetrators to own up to what they had done and where applicable apply for amnédtys was

not an easyprocess.Neither was it meant to let perpetrators off easilit.represented a spiritual
journey that could look evil in the eye and go beyond it to healing and reconciliati@vas certainly

not without flaws. Many open questions are still being askeatly on the achievements of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commissidimcluding the notable absence of many South African white
perpetrators in owning up to their rolédowever, my aim today is not to do a critical assessment
of it. Mine is simply to pointo it as a hopeful sign for justice, peace, healing and reconciliatton.
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represents how in the face of responding to an evil system, an African community drew from the
meaning they attach to humanitgubuntu dand other spiritual resources to put ingte a process

for healing and reconciliatiorThe Belhar Confession which emerged in 1986 is a remider of our
commitment to faithfulness to God in this area.

Another example of WCRC commitment to justice, peace, healing and reconciliation alongside
others in the ecumenical movement is our work for economic and climate justice.

It is important for us to think beyond reconciliation within communities to the larger picture of

the state of our world. Healing and reconciliation is needed for particular comitres d for

example the Korean peninsula and many contexts around the glélmvever, unless we keep

an eye on the broader picture of injustice in the world our efforts will only achieve partial success.
Therefore, we need to constantly keep an eye onviadhe global economy today fragments
communities and distorts our abi | TThisycallgfor be go
reconciliation among people as well as bet ween
overt and covert greed undergirds aeconomic system which impoverishes many people in the

world and manifests a blatant disregard for being good stewards of the earth and its resources,
humanity wittingly or unwittingly is building up fragmented societieShe current global

economic crisidias brought this to the forefrontlt makes it possible for the economic powers

to utilize or collude with military might to keep conflicts in placéhe challenge is how we can

contribute to healing and reconciliation within societies given such rampajuistice.

This is not a time for lamentationl see this era as an opportunity to find new handles on
addressing the challengéiow can we put our hands together and address these issues of the
economy and environment before they destroy us? Many indiges spiritualities have taught

us that there ought to be harmony between humanity and the environmehtis reminds us of

the creation story in Genesis in which humanity is charged with being a good steward of creation.
This we have failed miserably in dmeed to take up.

Here | see hope in some critical work that is going drhe Covenanting for Justice in the

Economy and the Earth initiative of my own organisation, the World Communion of Reformed
Churches is one of the means of addressing thite Acra Confession is a key instruments

through which we can begin to challenge these forces that come to divide, steal, kill and destroy..

This work continues as WCRC, together with the WCC and the Council for World Mission, join
forces in the NIFEA movemerand as we create such opportunities as the GEM School for the
formation of a new crop of ecumeni cal product s
people would like to see such reconciling work in terms of a conflict between the Global South

and the Global NorthHowever, | would like to challenge us to see it as critical work that brings
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reconciliation between North and South based on a more just wohldieed, one that brings
reconciliation to all of creatioofhuman and norhuman.

The questionis: What does this have to do with healing and reconciliation in Koréh@ peace

and reconciliation we seek will be incomplete without attention to justice in the economy and
the earth.When people suffer as a result of lack of access to basic thiffged, health education,

etc. as a result of the way economy is arranged either globally or in a particular region, peace and
reconciliation can be elusive.

During the time of WARC, the WCRC tried to help the North Korean churches and people when
they were struggling to secure some food and aid when North Korea was hit by consecutive
natural disasters in the 1990s. But later, we felt strongly a need of systematic analysis on the
current economic system for exploring possible ways when a certain changseided. Therefore,
under the leadership of Dr Park SeotWyon, our then Executive Secretary for Department of
Cooperation and Witness, WARC initiated a thorough research work by having interviews with
over 70 experts including economists, political scienfistm former Eastern European countries.

A suggestive model of economic reform of North Korea was made through this research process.
This kind of work and study is still needed within any preparation process for the goal of
unification.

Some dreams fothe Korean peninsula

Our topic beckons that we speak of some ecumenical proposals for peace on the Korean

peninsula | prefer to talk about some dreams for peace in the Korgmminsula s o t hat | dor
yield to being presumptuoudt would be presumptuos for mew to offer proposalgrescribng

a pathway forward injustice, peacehealing and reconciliation for the Koregeninsula Many

leaders herehave made contributionsMany ecumenical bodies hawantributed in their own

way towardsto the search forhealing and reconciliation. In this section | simply share some

dreams forjustice, peacehealing and reconciliation in the Koregeninsula

My dreams draw from the Decade to overcome Violence that the WCC had from 2010 to 2020
aimed at the following:
1 work together for peace, justice, and reconciliation at all levdtscal, regional, and global.
To embrace creative approaches to peace building which are consonant with the spirit
of the gospel.
7 interact and collaborate with local communities, civil society actors, and people of other
living faiths, so as to prevent violence and promote a culture of peace.
1 walk with people who are systematically oppressed by violence, and to act in solidarity
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with all struggling for justice, peace, and the integrity of creation.
1 repent for our complicity in violence, and to engage in theological reflection to overcome
the spirit, logic, and practice of violence.

The DOV highlights and networks efforts by church@cumenical organizations, and civil society
movements to prevent and overcome different types of violence. It seeks to establish points of
contact with the relevant aims, programs, and initiatives within the United Nations Decade for a
Culture of Peacand Nonviolence for the Children of the World (20®010).

The stated reasons for calling this decade are very relevant for the KoRmaninsula.Churches

in Korea through the National Council of Churches in Korea and the Korea Christian Federation
and other channels have in their actions over the last few decades shown that they are indeed
working together for peace and justice and reconciliatittowever thedecade has come and
gone, and we are still where we werelow can we move in tangible terms? Thask at hand is

not only a responsibility of the churches in Korea (both North and Southg church ecumenical

all over the world should seek every means possible including working with the other elements
of the international community and civil society for peace, justice and reconciliatida.will all

need to join hearts and hands ikeepng the urgency to findjustice, peace, healing and
reconciliation for the Korean peninsula in mind.

This requires an analysid the current situation in theKoreanPeninsulaln recentyears as new
faces of violence are showing up, like UkraiReissia and what is currently going on in the Gaza
strip, we have seen the deterioratioin world peace We need to be aware that the cuent
relationship between South Korea and North Korea has been more tense and cold, compared to
gains of the last several yeatd/e need to redouble efforts to address the quest for a formal end

of the war through a peace accord rather than an armisticeistice, Peacehealing and
reconciliation should be lookedt from a broader perspectivggeo-political and geeeconomic
drather than simply South and North Koreg®rspective

The continued existing of a state of war and the division that it continteperpetrate between
families and communities constitutes violenceélealing and reconciliation for the Korean
peninsula is not an optiont is a calling which we embrac&he International community needs
to walk alongside our sisters and brothers inri€a to this end.This is the first of my dreams and
hopes for KoreaThe others as outlined here follow from this overall hope.

It is within this framework that | offer a few other elements of my dreams and hopes for Korea.

! The information here is taken from the WCC Decade to Overcome Violence teebsi
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1. There is a need to strengtheour prayers and contacts between the church in North
Korea, and the church in South Kordaam also aware of the commitment to prayer by
people in both North and SoutiThe National Council of Churches in Korea and the Korea
Christian Federation for exantghave been sending us information on prayers they have
been doing togetherThese efforts at praying together and calling on partners to pray
along give us a glimmer of hope for healing and reconciliatlbrs important that this is
shared with the Inernational community. When we disseminate it, we keep the issue of
peace and reconciliation in the hearts of people all over the world.

2. Advocacy for bringing a formal end to the war needs to be an important part of the
ministry of the churches working wit other elements of civil society.

3. ltwill be good to take practical steps to increase networking. What networks can be built
among civil society and communities of different faiths in order to address issues of
peace and reconciliation in the Korean pasilla?This needs to be primarily in the Korea,
but also internationally.

4. It is necessary to keep a focus on the families which have been divided and to do
whatever we can to respond to needs of sisters and brothers on both sides and to set
the example inresource sharing that honours Gadinot simply as charity, but as a
commitment to justice and a sign that we are serious when we pray that none would ho
without food, clothing, basic medical necessities, etc. People on both sides of the border
are family.Working for reconciliation is not an option, but an engagement we cannot
ignore.

5. We need to pay attention to injustice that is perpetrated when a situation of war persists.
Free association, access to food and other basic necessities such as health rahre a
education is the experience of many as a result of tAikis cannot simply be written off
as symptoms of conditions in one part of Koreghe question for people with a passion
for justice ought to be how we can address comprehensively the causes df fnjustice
and suffering.Yes, providing charity from time to time does alleviate some of the
symptoms.But we need much more than that. We need a clear commitment to ending
the war, and to justice for all.

The motivation for all these come from our dltian commitment and theological conviction
that our Lord Jesus Christ came so that all may have life in fulln@és.cannot rest until this
good news is accessible to all.

Justice, Peace, Healing aRconciliatiorare at the heart of our faith as Clistians.The signs of
hope are visibleThe work is challengingrhe opportunities are here with u§he question i

to be instruments of healing and reconciliation, will we be able to walk the walk that our faith
demands?

Thank you!
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Response_
— Mr. Mervin ToquergDeputy General Secretary, National Council of Churches in the PhilipiNG&P)

Last year, at the General Assembly of the Christian Conference of Asia, | was fortunate to
moderate a workshop orthe reunification of the Korean Peninsula sponsored by the National
Council of Churches in Korea. In my opening statement, | said: "the struggle for peace and justice
anywhere, in this case, the Korean Peninsula, is the struggle for justice and peacevdvezyr e {f
This phrase, passed down to me by fellow members of the Student Christian Movement, reflects
a simple and deep truth that our collective pursuit of peace and justice is interconnected.
Although 1 didn't originally know where this saying came fratmhas always resonated deeply
with me and continues to guide my understanding of international solidarity.

Right after | spokeRev. Dr. Park Do Woong the vice chair of the International Committee of
NCCK spoke and shared a quote from the Rev. MartimkoKing, Jrtsl nj ust i ce anywhe
threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a
single garment of destiny. Whatever affects on
that 3s wheom, i andamet 6l d myself ®BYou | earn som

Learning from each other is one of the most important facets of international solidarity. The

Korean people and the Filipino people have learned from each other through the years drawing

strengh and | essons from both peopledss struggl e fc
on justice. | am emphasizing the word people because the people are the essence of international
solidarity. Rev. Dr. Sharon Rose Joy RDiremdes, one of the Gener8lecretaries of the NCCP

that | had the pleasure to serve through the years stated that:

sl f we are to have peace, we must wage war aga
The Bible declares: Be not conformed to this world. In other words, we tnefgct the standards

of the world and affirm that which is i mportani
showed that people were more important than sy

People are the agents of social transformationdaihe makers of history. And when | say people,
I am referring to workers, farmers, fisherfolk, indigenous people, students, pastors and other
ordinary folks, and most especially in todayds

Throughout NC@Krdsin the ssugglerinySoushrKdrea for democracy, the fight
against the dictatorship, and abusive government leaders, it has faithfully journeyed with the
people and fomented movements that persevered, struggled, and sacrificed. It was with the
peopk that they became relevant and victorious.
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Another legacy of NCCK is that it completely understands and practices the principle of
reciprocity as a key component in international
for human rights and peacin the Philippines through the years and for providing assistances to

families of victims of extrajudicial killings and for political prisoners. NCCK has also been active in

advocating for other peopl edds i ssuMysnmarnto vari ous
name a few.
I would also Iike to mention that | was in awe o

protests against the World Trade Organization in Hong Kong in 2005. They were very organized
and very militant. | learned later that among the members of ttielegation were pastors and
church workers from the South Korean ecumenical movemdittis commitment to solidarity is
something | deeply admire and is something | reflect upon whenever churches engage in peace
and justice work.

This is the continuing cHienge for the NCCK and the ecumenical movement around the world:

to continue journeying with the peopl e™ This is
anniversary'God of Life, Renew All Creation in Your Love"(PS 104:30, JN 6:39 REV P1ib).

means joining and supporting the building of global mass movements of oppressed and
marginalized peoples (workers, farmers, indigenous people, migrants, refugees, youth, women,

LGBTQI, etc.) to challenge neoliberal globalization, unjust wars and all formspoésgion and

to advance peopledds individual and collective 1
ecol ogical sustainability, peace and peopl eds |
practicing reciprocity with other peoples around theond are also the key to the reunification

of the Korean Peninsula

Let us be renewed and inspired by the God of Life seen through people, young and old, who
are working for meaningful change around the world: The big mobilizations protesting against
the genocide of the Palestinian people; the movement of students in Bangladesh that
demanded a change of government; the young environmentalists in the Philippines opposing
the reclamation of Manila Bay and other soalled development projects; the movement of
migrants and refugees and the faith communities that support them in their call that migrants
rights are human rights. Let us be renewed and inspired by people rising up against US
militarism and intervention around the world.

Meanwhile, let us continueur international solidarity by promoting peopito-people exchange,

by immersing ourselves in the struggles of the oppressed and exploited people. This is learning
through interaction with each other and is essential in renewal.
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In closing, | would likéo also paraphrase another former NCCP General Secretary, Bishop Rex
RB. Reyes, Jr., who said that the churches should not be like monuments but be part of the
peopl e dis movement addressing the roots of po

destrudion, and injustice.

Maraming Salamat po!
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Response_
— Rev. Song Byung Kogice Chair, NCCK Reconciliation & Reunification comnjittee
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Response_

A Youth and Womendis Perspective
— Ms. Yowanda Yonggai®egional Executive, World Student Christiteration Asia Pacific (WSCF)AP)

I ntroduction: The Korean Peninsuladiss Unres:

The Korean Peninsula has been in a state of armistice since 1953, a reality that many young
people may not fully grasp. The war has not officially ended, and#ok of a peace treaty means
that tensions remain, threatening both the Korean people and regional stability.

However, the reality facing young people today complicates their engagement with issues
like this. The economic system often pushes us towardiiridualism, with a strong focus on
profit and personal achievement. Young people are increasingly overwhelmed by competition,
overworked, and driven to meet life goals. In this highly competitive environment, we often
experience feelings of inadequacy atisecurity, constantly comparing ourselves to others

in both personal and professional aspects of life. Technology, while helpful, also contributes
to these insecurities, with social media fostering unrealistic expectations and societal
polarization.

These pressures not only foster a senseadtachment from global issuelsut also make it more
difficult for young people to engage meaningfully in collective efforts like peacebuilding. We are
often caught in a cycle of overwork, competition, and striving fiodividual success, which leaves
little room to reflect on broader social and geopolitical issu€se result is a disconnedtom the
realities of ongoing conflicts, such as the unresolved state of armistice on the Korean Peninsula.
This detachment caread to misunderstanding or indifference, making it even more crucial for
us, as youth, to raise awareness and address these barriers.

Recognizing and addressing these challenges is the first step toward empowering young people
to be more involved in creating lasting pead®y shifting focus from individualism to collective
action, we can channel our creativity, digital fluency, and entpatoward building bridges across
divisions. As young people and women, we have the power to lead the way in advocating for a
peaceful resolution to the ongoing conflict in Korea. Despite these challenges, our generation
must rise to the occasion and ensaithat peace is not just an aspiration but a reality for the
Korean Peninsula and the wider region.
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WSCF APd&s Peace Initiatives: Practical Engag

WSCF AP has been actively engaged in peace initiatives in Korea and Northeast Asia, providing
platforms for youth and women to lead the way in peacebuilding. One significant moment in

WSCF APd&s advocacy for pe apdl20ddiwhénthe orgamizatmra n Peni n
issued astrong and prophetic statementalling for the governments of North an8outh Korea

to return to formal peace negotiatioiss t at ement on Korean Penanr)

The statement called on both sides to buitidust through mutual respect and cooperation, urging

them to avoid further military escalation and instead focus on constructive dialogue. WSCF AP
emphasized thahuclear rhetoric and military actior’ssfrom any sid@ would be catastrophic for
both the Peninsula aththe world.

In addition to the local dynamics, the statement placed the Korean conflict in a broader
geopolitical context. WSCF AP critiqued the U.S. "Pivot to Asia" policy, which sought to militarize

the region in r espons elhetstaten@ht calied aipeadovimypaoplegy | nf | ue
globally to oppose this militarization and instead advocate for diplomacy and dialogue.

1. I nternational Christi an S tBulding ort teigistattreeatc e Sy mp
WSCF AP organized the Internationdl € i st i an Studentsdd Peace Symp
Do, South Korea, to commemorate th&0th Anniversary of the Korean War Armistice
Agreemen{Concept Paper P e a c e Cheistah youth from across the region gathered

to reflect on the unresolved status of the Korean conflict and their role as peacemakers.
The symposium provided a platform to discuss faittased approaches to peace,
emphasizing reconciliation and cooperation.

2. Peace Building & Dialogue Program (2018h August 2018, youth and students from
across Asia Pacific met again in Seoul for a wémhg dialogue and peaebuilding program
titled "A Prophetic Call for Peace: Ecumenical Students and Youth for SustainalaleePe
on the Korean Peninsul@oncept paperP e a ¢ e (Qomnuigqe 2018) Thisprogram
brought together participants from Australia, Japan, Myanmar, Taiwan, and South Korea,

among others, to explore how youth could advocate for denuclearization and
demilitarization.

The 2018 Communigé issued at the end of the program was a powekftollective call
for peace. It advocated for the release of political prisoners, denuclearization, the
removal of foreign military forces, and a formal peace treaty to end the Korean War. It
also stressed the importance guth involvement in the peace mcess urging young
people to continue raising their voices for sustainable peace on the Peninsula.
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3. HRJP Program (2024)This year, WSCF AP continued its commitment to peace through
its Human Rights, Justice, and Peace (HRJP) Programthe Philippine€Concept
Note HRJP 2024The program established a youtted human rights network, addressing
regional human rights issues that intersect with peacebuilding efforts. The initiative

focused on empowering youth leaders to advocate for justice and peace, further
connecting these effrts to the unresolved tensions on the Korean Peninsula and
Northeast Asia.

4. Taiwan Ecumenical Forum and Asia Human Rights Network WS CF AP®&s i nvol

extends beyond the Korean Peninsula to broader regional efforts. As a member of the
Steering Committee for the Taiwan Ecumenical Foruand the Asia Human Rights
Network, WSCF AP continues to engage with critical peace and detiérmination issues

across Northeast Asi a. These forums are cruc

geopolitical situation and broader human rights challenges, reinforcing WSCF AP's
commitment to regional peace.

5. Youth Peace Summit (2025).0ooking ahead, WSCF AP is organiziivgath Peace Summit
in Taiwan in 2025, which will bring together young Chréstileaders to address regional
peace and security concer(iSraft Concept Paper Y ). This summit will serve as a

platform for young people to engage with isssesuch as Taiwan's right to self
determination and the ongoing conflict on the Korean Peninsula. By equipping youth with
the tools for peacebuilding, WSCF AP is ensuring that the next generation of leaders will
continue to push for sustainable peace inghiegion.

Concrete Proposals for Youth and Womends

In recent years, we have witnessed a rise in hostile acts between North and South Korea, such
as the exchange of balloons containing trash and inflammatory messages. These acts, although
symbolic, reflect deeper misunderstandings and growing animosity leetwboth sidesMuch of

this hatred stems from a lack of understanding, and as young people, we are often detached
from the personal stories and pain caused by the war and the division of famNiesy of us,
including myself, have not experienced the tedy of war firsthand, which creates a gap
between us and the reality of this conflict.

It is easy for us to feel disconnected from these issues, especially in a world that pushes us to
focus on individual goals, overwork, and competition. However, thip gan lead to
misunderstanding and indifference, making it even more crucial for us to raise awareness and
actively engage with these issuesNe need to address the root of the problein

I NTERNATI ONAL CONFIBEREINCEANMNOR/ EIRRBEARY OF THE NC! 135

E |


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rsJvVaiPR_BMjaRlkLlcorI0585wgFR1twUZGLD1iHc
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rsJvVaiPR_BMjaRlkLlcorI0585wgFR1twUZGLD1iHc
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MYcDkQPQI6Njnudrr9vOv98h3IMXqzgnNC-TQxviSyg

N_l cj Npangt PRf_cc gCaskcl ga_j qgAMkknaimgrw g dmp Nc_ac
ml rfc I mpc_I Ncl glgsj_ _Ib Lmprfctgr ?29g_8 Amlapcrc ?2jr

misunderstanding and detachme®tand work towards fostering empathy andnderstanding
among ourselves.

By working together through peace efforts, we can heal these divisions and bridge the gap of
misunderstanding. These efforts can be achieved through:

1.Innovation and Digital Diplomacy
0 Proposal As young people, we caeverage digital platforms and social media to advocate
for peace. Our generation is particularly adept at using technology to amplify our voices
and promote crossborder communication in regions like Northeast Asia, where traditional
diplomacy is often caostrained by political realities.

0 Concrete Action We can create online forums, webinars, and podcasts that encourage
dialogue between youth from South Korea and other conflaffected areas. By sharing
stories and insights, we can raise awareness abbetpain of division and the importance
of peace. These platforms can serve as spacesefducation, storytelling, and solidarity
focusing on peacebuilding initiatives that resonate across borders.

2. Youth as Bridge Builders

0 Proposal We, as youngeople, can be the bridge builders who engage in peace missions
or exchanges that foster peopi¢o-people diplomacy. We can engage in broader regional
initiatives that foster understanding and peace.

0 Concrete Action Organizepeace building workshops or cliural exchange programs
hosted by ecumenical organizations, where youth can develop skills in empathy,-cross
cultural understanding, and conflict resolution. These exchanges can help build empathy
and shared goals for peace across the region, creatingdadgty among young people
facing different forms of conflict. By fostering relationships in this wider context, we can
build networksthat strengthen peace efforts on a broader scale.

0 Through these exchanges, we cdweak down the barriers of misunderstaling and
reconnect with the emotional history of the war and its impact on families.

3. Education for Peace and Reunification
0 Proposal The ecumenical community can help by promoting peace education that
addresses conflict resolution, reconciliation, atite historical context of the Korean
conflict. This can be one way we, as young people, can close the knowledge gap that may
make us feel detached from these issues.

0 Concrete ActionLaunchpeace education programis churches, student movements, and
Chritian organizations that teach nemiolence, restorative justice, and historical
reconciliation. By hearing the stories of families separated by the war, we can better
understand why reunification and peace efforts are essential. These programs can equip
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us with the tools we need to drive change and become advocates for peace.

4. Grassroots Activism

0 Proposal Young people like us are often at the forefront of grassroots movements,
challenging the status quo and promoting peace. We can still engage iorecthat push
for broader peace initiatives.
Concrete Action Mobilize youth through ecumenical channels tadvocate for

O«

demilitarization and disarmament in Northeast AsiWe can organize youthted campaigns

that focus onpeacebuilding at a regional levetalling on governments and international
organizations to pursue peaceful resolutions to tensions. These movements can also raise
awareness of the ongoing division of Korea and the need for a peaceful future, even in the
face of political barriers.

Cal to Action: Youth and Women as Agents of Change

We, the youth and women, are not just the leaders of tomordwe are the leaders of today.

By actively participating in peacebuilding processes, we can create opportunities for sustainable
peace on the Koran Peninsula and beyond. Our creativity, digital fluency, and empathy can help
bridge the gaps of misunderstanding and address the root causes of division. Together, we can
break down the barriers that have historically prevented peace and work towardstaré of
reconciliation and hope.

As we reflect on our collective responsibility, | want to remind us that the future of the Korean

Peninsula and Northeast Asia depends on our willingness to engage, advocate, and act. In the
words of the 2018 Communigtj we are calledto bas p e a ¢c e nmtljusttspethcekeeper s
ensuring that everyone has a role in the peace pro¢€ssmmuniqe 2018).

Let us take inspiration from therograms and initiatives that have brought us together and
continue to push for peace, justice, and reunification. Together, we can help transition from a
fragile armistice to lasting peace, making the Korean Peninsula a symbol of hope, not division.

LONGLIVE INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY!

Thank you.
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Response_

Peace in Korea and East Asia through Diakonia
— Rev. Dr. Lee Seung Ye@lice Chair, NCCK Diakonia committee)

1. Introductory Word

| offer my wngratulations on the 100th anniversary of the founding of the National Council of
Churches in Korea (NCCK) and gan behappy together.l amalso honored to participate in this
meaningful international conferen¢éandgivethanks to God.

| wasselected as an scholarship studefur the NCCK and for the WCE85 years ago in 1989,
receiving an ecumenical scholarship from the German Church through Diakonia(iakonisches
Werk), | was abl® study amajor in Diakonign GermanyAs a result, | &s convinced that Diakonia
is the theology that is the most insufficielyt studied and most necessary for the renewal and
development of the Korean Protestant Churdhater served as the general secretary of the Social
Service Departmentinder the Presbyerian Church of Korea (PCKeneral Assembly, and as the
secretarygeneral of the Korean Christian Social Servicegammenical Diakonia organization and
affiliated with the NCCK, participag a little as the standing vicehairman of the Christian Satdi
Service Committeavhich has become one of the standing committees of the NCCK today, and he
still have myown responsibility and missioby virtue of the ecumenicalmovement. Therefore|
still run the Diakonia Institute and Diakonia Academy today.

2. Historical reflection on the Korean ChurdgDiakonia

Our Korean Protestant Church tdecome a church that enthusiastically contributes to the rapid
growth of the Church andglobalmission in a shorspan of thehistory of mission. Unfortunately,
however, the current KorearChurch has lost social trust, and not only has tiurch stopped
growing, but the trend is serious. In the case of tRECKS General Assembly, the status of the
Church as of December 31, 2023, last year, which was recently annanseery serious. THRCK
saw a loss 094,700 members ovethe year toreach only2,227,982total members It is estimated
that the number of church members could decrease to 1.6 million by 2030 at this rate, adding to
the shock.

| believe that thisChurch crisis phenomenon is not jutiie casefor PCK but a phenomenonthat
spans the Korean Protestant communityhe causes may vary, of course. Population decline is
common.A low birth rate andan aging population are serious as social problems. Karideenter

an ultraaged society next year in 2025. Above all, however, | believe that due to the lack of
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theological understanding of the gosptiis conservative evangelical understandiagd types of
ministry arethe biggest source of the crisis In other words,this isan overall problenwhere the
Church has focused on evangelism and mission centered on -saving through a narrow
understandingof the gospel. This, on the contrary, lackeah understandingof and a practice of
ecumenical social migsi work. Ina senseregarding theirsocial responsibility, social participation,
and social servicthey were halfhearted and neglected their responsibility

The National Council of Churche@sKorea(NCCK), the center of the ecumenical movement of our
KoreanChurch, has contributed greatly and led to the development of healthy social mission
policies anda healthyspirit for KoreanChurches, although it has been an organizatiassociated
with only a small number of denominations over the past 100 ygar

According tothe history of our Korean Protestant Church, developed throughthe Diakonia
mission workof the Westernmissionaries, such as medical missioeducation missios) disalility
missiors, and documentdon missiors. Therefore, with today's modernization, the Western
education system has been adopted to cultivate talents, foster international figures, contribute to
the development of society and the country, and the introduction of the Western hospital system
has led to the internatioal level of providing health and medical benefits to the people with werld
class medical technology.

Strangely, it is true thathe Korean Protestant Church has developed and grown quantitatively by
dividing into various denominations that compewith each other, but it isalsotrue that for the
process of becoming a more matuféurch there isstill a lack of education and practideward a
Diakoniamindsetand theologyamong workers of faithin.

As a result, the publicity of the churchas weakenedthrough alack of understanding and
theological education on social missionary work and lack tlok practice. As the public
responsibilities of public Church,includingthe human rights movement, social justice, social peace,
the environmental movementand social service havaeasedo grow with anygreat influence that
could leave aimpresson onthe people's emotiongr on Christians themselvethis isconsidered

to be the cause of the loss of social trust.

Of course, despite being arrested, detad, tortured, and subjected to various disadvantages under
the previous difficultes of a military dictatorship, the NCCK has strived to realize the
democratization movement, unification movement, social issue countermeasures, human rights
movement, socibjustice, social peace, and ecological justice. However, it is true that there are still
many pastors and believers who are uncooperative asiting on the sidelineswith
misunderstandings and distorted views because there is no consemgube theologcal and
religious level among pastors andrgregationmembers of member churches.
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Considering the future of the Korea@hurch, the task of peacefuleunification will be the most
important task as the pain of division continuggt the problems of the dw- birthrate and aging
society, the polarization of the rich and the poor, the destruction of the global environmental
ecosystem and the environmental problems caused by climate abnoriesditealsoserious. There

are many serious and diverse social problems in a multicultural society such as discrimination
toward foreign workers and marriage immigrants who come to liggetherin Korea, human rights
issues, and refugees who defected from North Karélthough theChurch cannot solve all these
problems, it cannot overlook the taski)e mission andhe responsibility of serving peopi® who

the Churchmust pay attention helping to solve ther problems Moreover, the issue of peace on

the divided Koean Peninsula and East Asia is not just a problem for Korea. The issue of diplomacy
and military security with the four major powers surrounding the United States, Russia, Japan, and
China is still a serious national task.

3. A Practical Case of Ecumieal Diakonia

The NCCKaddresseda difficult situation in the 1990s, in which about 3 million people died of
starvation during the secalled "March of Suffering” due to food shortages in North Korea. Through
the cooperation and participation of its membgin the event of an explosion at Yongcheon Station
or other disastesthat caused massive damage, thieCCkhas been able to continue its cooperative
exchange projects to support disaster situations in North Korean soci#fy.should notehat the
consenative denominations affiliated with Evangelitsah amongthe Korean Protestant Churels
have privatdy joined forcesalongsidethe NCCK, mordocusedon progressive denominatianto
conduct exchange and cooperation projects for developmenilorth Korearsociety for 20 years.
This project shows that Pastor Hong Jeomyil, who has been the secretargeneral of the Inter
Korean Sharing Foundation for 20 years, has worked hamdsupport and exchange cooperation
projects for developmentvith North Korean soety by mobilizing variousnajorfunds.

The NCCK's ecumenidaiakonia practice at the Asia regional levehs alsavorked with churches

in Japan, Hong Kong, and Taiwan to formDakonia roundtablethat helped with the 2008
Myanmar tsunami disaster. In the wake of Japan's Sendai tsunami and the Fukushima nuclear plant
explosion in 2011, the East Japan Disaster Relief Committee was fassdecumenicabiakonia
roundtable to actively participate in disasterelief through cooperation with domestic
denominations. In addition, in cooperation with tiidational Christian Council afapan(NCCJ) in
Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapattegy participated in disaster relief at the level of ecumenical
Diakonia. In 2013,e Dikonia Roundtable was organizéyy a par Korean Protestancommunity

to addresghe Leyte provincedamagecaused by the Philippine Super Typhoon Haiyan, and various
disaster relief projects werereated by forming the Korean Church Philippine Disastkelief
Association as a coalition of progressiaed conservative denominations.
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Digonian practices for disaster relief at the paglobal village level include disaster relfeflowing
the 2010 earthquaken Haiti, earthquakes irSyriaand Turkiyeas well as Ukraine wareliefthrough
2022-23.

4. The Basis and asksof the Imperativeof Ecumenical Dieonia

The meaning of tis commemorative project as théNCCKcelebrates its 100th anniversary is
important, but | wouldalsolike to point out some tasks and needs to be clearly identifiegise
awareness aroundandon which we mustwork harderas we move into theuture of the Korean
Churches andhe globalChurch.

First, the essential mission of th€hurch is Di&onia. It must never be neglected. Individual
Christians andeach churchmust strive for this, but asunited organizationthe Churchis an
institution that must take the lead in tisinitiative in the spirit of Diakoniavithout fail.

Second, since most denominations within the Korean Protestant Church share conservative and
evangelical tendencies in their theological foundations, and the majority of pastors and believers
among NCCK member denominations also have conservative tendenggsnust continue to

work harder to address the lack of theological understanding of social missions and Diakonia to
promote and spread the understanding of social mission theology and Diakonia theology. Efforts
should be made to include this in the curtilum at the theological universities directly managed

by the member church denominations.

Third, the Diakonian spirit of reconciliation is crucial to Diakonian theology. This spirit should be
applied equally not only to domestic issues but also to co@i®n projects with North Korea and

to Diakonian practice at all levels of the global community. This Diaconia of reconciliation is based

on a theology of the cross emphasized in Martin Luther's Reformation. In other words, the love of

God andtheloveobned3s nei ghbor are inseparable. To | o\
onedss neighbor s, and to |l ove and serve them is
the most important thing that emerged from the events of Jesus Christ's momentousidea the

cross is that this was the Diakonian event of reconciliation, in which Jesus established a history of
reconciliation between God and us humans. Therefore, the work of serving among people around

the world who serve God as a [parent] is not onlyxamanitarian motto throughout the world, but

at the Christian level, it can be said that the Diakonian of reconciliation is practiced to overcome all

kinds of discrimination.

Fourth, all the ministry of the NCCK is carried out at the level of sociasimiswork. Among the
theol ogical grounds for this social mission wor
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Nati onal Christian Council's Soci al Creedff that
of the Korean Church must nevdre forgotten. Furthermore, we need to study and find various

subjects of service that have proliferated in this era, and to serve and satisfy their needs. Johann
Heinrich Wichern (1808.881), a pioneer and a trailblazer of social mission work and Diakénia

the Evangelical Church of Germany, argued for four concepts of love: love for finding, love for

helping, love for devotion, and love for salvation. I think it is necessary to practice Diakonia to make

good use of this spirit.

Fifth, it is the Propheti Diakonia Spirit that was claimed by the World Council of Churches (WCC).
The 1986 World Diakonia Congress in Larnaca, Cyprus, was held at the level of an ecumenical
response to a number of issues of concern that had arisen from the progress of huméiaatiain,

which was driven intensely by industrialization, urbanization, and modernization in the 1970s and
1980s. The council's final message, named the Larnaca Declaration, represents a significant
transformative position in its content. The declaratiomhich began at the outset by stating that,

"I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly," (John 10:10 NRSV) expresses three
important transformational perspectives, stating that Christian community service (Diakonia) is a
life of service in acordance with the purpose of Jesus' coming to this world. First, it revealed
theologically where ownership of the world's resources lies. It all comes from God. Second, the
transformational perspective expressed is the recognition that if an attempt ismatle to change

an unjust structure and system, it constitutes the action of an accomplice. The third important
conceptis the expression: "prophetic Diakonia." The declaration lists the most pressing issues facing
the world at the time, including politicatepression, economic injustice, social alienation, and
cultural oppression, etc. and it reminds us that the people of the world are fighting against
economic, political, and military organizations that are like Goliath, and it greatly appreciates the
struggles of young people and women who are usually unfamiliar with the front lines of the struggle.
In other words, the Larnaca Declaration clearly expresses the connection between social mission
and Diakonia and expresses the need for alifinistry or a lfe-theology with the goal of abundant

life. We can understand that struggle for life, justice, and peace in every continent of the world,
including opposition to the problems of unjust economic structures devastating human lives,
especially of the poor anthe oppressed, through th&iolence of economic and social structures

and oppressive power structures that sustain inequality and poverty, that opposition to this is very
much in line with the spirit of a social economy and a social enterprise. It connects the service for
the margiralized people, women, young people, and the powerless to a sense of prophetic service,
which is a good expression of the principle that Diakonia must progress to the point of the
realization of justice.

For the task of peaceful reunification of the Komedeninsula and the realization of peace and
justice in Asia, we should make good use of this spirit of Prophetic Diakonia.
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APPENDIX

A DECLARATION OF THE CHURCHES OF KOREA ON NATIONAL REUNIFICATION
AND PEACE

The Mission Tradition of the Korean Churches for Justice and Peace

The Reality of a Divided People

A Confession of the Sinaf Division and Hatred

The Basic Principles of the Churches of Korea for National Reunification

The Proposals of the Churches of Korea to the Governments of South and North Korea The Task of the
Churches of Korea for Peace and Reunification

The National Concil of Churches in Korea

We first offer praise and thanks for the grace and love of God, who has sent the Gospel of Christ to the
Korean peninsula, making known to us the death of Christ on the Cross and his resurrection, and enabling
us, through our fgh in Christ, to be accepted as God's children and granted salvation. We also give thanks
for the presence of the Holy Spirit in the history of the Korean peninsula and in the lives of all of our
brothers and sisters in faith, filling us with the missioommitment that will unify the whole church in our
efforts for the liberation and salvation of our nation.

We trust in one God, the Creator of the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1), and we believe that all people
are invited to become the children of Go(Romans 8:1417, Galatians 3:26, 4:7).

Jesus Christ came to this land as the "Servant of Peace" (Ephesiandl2)1Broclaiming God's kingdom

of peace, reconciliation and liberation to a world torn by division, conflict and oppression (Luke 4:18, John
14:27). To reconcile humanity to God, to overcome divisions and conflicts, and to liberate all people and
make us one, Jesus Christ suffered, died upon the Cross, was buried and rose again in the Resurrection
(Acts 10:3640). Jesus blessed the peace makedeclaring their acceptance as children of God (Matthew
5:9). We believe that the Holy Spirit will reveal to us the eschatological future of history, will unite us, and
will make us partners in God's mission (John 14218 16:1-314, 17:11).

We the churties of Korea believe that all Christians have now been called to work as apostles of peace
(Colossians 3:15) ; that we are commanded by God to overcome today's reality of confrontation between
our divided people who share the same blood but who are sepéed into south and north; and that our
mission task is to work for the realization of unification and peace (Matthew 5223.

Based on this confession of our faith, the National Council of Churches in Korea hereby declares before

the churches of Koreand the world ecumenical community, our position andtional unification and
peace. At the same time our appeal is directed in a spirit of prayer to all our Korean compatriots and to
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the leaders of government in both south and north.

The Mission Traditin of the Korean Churches for Justice and Peace

It has been more than a century since Protestants first preached the Gospel in this land, and during this
period the churches have committed many errors before the Korean people. And yet, through the
proclamaton of God's Kingdom, Korean Christians have made great efforts to realize the true hopes of our
people for liberation and independence. Our forebears in the faith, strengthened by the Holy Spirit and
guided by the Scriptures (Luke 4:189), preached the &pel to the poor, planted the hope of liberty and
independence among our oppressed people, and pursued the mission of national liberation and
independence as they shared the suffering of the whole Korean people under the slavery of the Japanese
imperial wle.

Korean Christians, however, could not find the true meaning of peace in the complacency and security of
a life bowed down in obedient slavery. Peace had to be the fruit of justice (Isaiah 32:17), and a peace
without national independence or human Bty was only a false peace (Jeremiah 6:18). The peace
movement of the Korean churches during the Japanese imperialist rule over our land was necessarily a
movement for national independence which shared the pain of our enslaved peaphational liberdon
movement which proclaimed the Kingdom of God and strived to realize this faith within history.

The Christians of Korea stood in the forefront of the March First Independence Movement of 1919, resisted
the policy of national annihilation by the Japaseimperialists, and shed martyrs' blood for their defiance
of the enforcement of shinto worship, a deification of Japanese nationalism.

After the division of Korea in 1945, the Christians of south Korea cared for the refugees, orphans and
victims of warwho were suffering under the reality of national separation. The churches received into
their midst the members of churches and of separated families who had fled from the north, offering them
love and support.

As the division became a fixed realitlictatorial military regimes emerged to repress human rights in the
name of security and to oppress laborers and farmers under the logic of economic growth; but the
churches of Korea mounted resistance to such oppression, through a faith which soughtgustd peace.

The human rights and democratization movement of the Korean churches in the 1970's and 1980's is
direct heir to this mission movement tradition for justice and peace.

The Reality of people in the Divided Korea

The division of the Korean pemsula is the sinful fruit of the present world political structure and existing
ideological systems. The Korean people have suffered as a sacrificial lamb caught in the midst of the
military and ideological confrontations and conflicts of the world's suypewrers.

In 1945, at the end of the Second World War, the Korean people were liberated from their slavery under
the Japanese imperial colonial rule, but were again shackled by the new fettetfseadlivision into north

and south. The line of division whiclwas established in the name of disarming the aggressive Japanese
imperialist forces became frized by the Cold War structure of the Soviet Union and the United States. The
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northern and southern parts of Korea separately established different governmentspaer the last forty
years their military, political and ideological antagonism and conflict has become ever more severe.

The Korean Conflict which began on June 25, 1950, brought about the tragedy of internecine war and
intensified the international cdffict. The quantity of bombs dropped on Korea during this conflict
exceeded the amount dropped on the whole of Europe during World War IlI; the entire peninsula was
reduced to ashes. This war resulted in 220,000 south Korean, over 600,000 north Korean, 0,000
Chinese, 140,000 American, and over 16,000 United Nations military casualties, and if the number who
died from disease during the war is included, a total of 2,500,000 soldiers' lives were sacrificed. If the
500,000 south Korean and 3,000,000 north Korean civilian casualties are added to this total, the blood

of six million persons was spilled upon the earth of this land (statistics from the Encyclopedia Britannica,
1970 edition). In addition, three million refugees and ten million separated familybaes were produced

by this conflict.

In the time both preceding and following the Korean Conflict, Christians of north Korea who confronted
the north Korean communist regime endured suffering and death, while hundreds of thousands of
Christians from thenorth left their home communities and churches and underwent the hardships of
refugee life as they fled to the south. During the Korean War a considerable number of south Korean
Christians were kidnapped or subjected to cruel, tragic executions. Commaugistpathizers became
victims of ideological warfare and were ostracized from society as "traitors".

The Korean peninsula, reduced to ashes by the war, continued to be entangled in the international political
conflict of the eastwest Cold War structure, ntual vilification, distrust and hostility between the north

and the south. Peace on the peninsula was destroyed, and the general belief grew that national
reconciliation would be impossible.

With the hardening of the "armistice linebriginally intendedhs a temporary measure following the signing

of the Armistice in 1953 into a "dividing line", the wall between north and south loomed ever higher, and
in this context of separation and confrontation the two systems in the north and south became ever more
hostile and aggressive toward one another. The mutual military rivalry has been accelerated to a state of
armed readiness that counts 840,000 troops in the north and 600,000 in the south, for a total of some
1,500,000 troops on the peninsula; and the nuedr weapons now deployed here or targeted upon the
peninsula constitute a destructive force more than sufficient to obliterate the whole Korean people.

The prolongation of the division has led to violations of human rights under both systems, in the méme
security and ideology; thus we have seen repression of the freedoms of speech, press, assembly and
association. And the complete suspension by both sides of postal service, travel, visitation and
communication has turned the two halves of Korea into ttveo most distant and different countries on
earth. The education and propaganda activities of north and south share the goal of mutual vilification,
each perceiving the other as the most hated enemy to meeakened and eliminated through the
competition ofthe two systems. As a result the people of both north and south are not only ignorant of
the life and culture of their fellow Koreans, but have been trained to believe they must not know about
one another. Both systems are teaching their people to seeithdood brothers and sisters as their most
feared enemy.
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Dialogue between north and south was begun in 1972, and the July 4th Joint Communique of that year
raised hopes for an opening that would lead to further dialogue, cooperation and exchanges. The Red
Cross talks between north and south were reopened in 1985, and although some separated families were
able to visit their home communities, their numbers were extremely limited, and dialogue and negotiations

remain fruitless.

Up to the early 1980's, soutliKorean Christians were unable even to verify the existence of a church or
Christian believers in the north; and their lorgfanding, deepseated mistrust and enmity toward the
communist regime- intensified and hardened as the division itself became harelé- kept Christians
blindly attached to an anticommunist ideology.

A Confession of the Sins of Division and Hatred

As we Christians of Korea proclaim this declaration for peace and reunification, we confess before God and
our people that we have sinnedve have long harbored a deep hatred and hostility toward the other side
within the structure of division.

1.The division of the Korean people is the result of the structural evil reflected in the world's superpowers
in their eastwest Cold War systemand this reality has also been the root cause of the structural evil
present within the societies of both North and South Korea. Due to the division we have been guilty of
the sin of violating God's commandment, "You shall love your neighbor as yourdétthew 22:3740)
Because of the division of our homeland, we have hated, deceived and murdered our compatriots of the
same blood, and have justified that sin by the political and ideological rationalization of our deeds. Division
has led to war, yet we Rristians have committed the sin of supporting rearmament with the newest and
most powerful weapons, plus reinforcement of troops and expenditures, in the name of preventing
another war. (Psalm 33:180; 44:6-7)

In this process the Korean peninsula has bewe dependent upon outside powers, not only militarily but
politically, economically and in other ways as well: it has been incorporated into the wast Cold War
structure and subjugated under that structure. We Christians confess that we have sinnadgdthe
course of this subjugation by abandoning our national pride and by betraying our people through the
forfeit of our spirit of national independence. (Romans 9:3)

2. We confess that throughout the history of our national division the churches ofdg&ochave not only
remained silent and continuously ignored the ongoing stream of movement for autonomous reunification
of our people, but have further sinned by trying to justify the division. The Christians of both north and
south have made absolute idotsf the ideologies enforced by their respective systems. This is a betrayal
of the ultimate sovereignty of God (Exodus 20:8), and is a sin, for the church must follow the will of God
rather than the will of any political regime. (Acts 4:19)

We confess that the Christians of the south especially have sinned by turning the @ntimunist ideology
into a virtual religious idol, and have thus not been content to treat just the communist regime in the north
as the enemy, but have further damnedionorthern compatriots and others whose ideologies differ from
our own (John 13:145; 4:20-21). This is not only a violation of the commandments, but is also a sin of
indifference toward our neighbors who have suffered and continue to suffer under thional division;
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it is, moreover, a sin of failure to ameliorate their suffering through the love of Christ. (John 13:17)

The Basic Principles of the Churches of Korea for National Reunification

So that God's Kingdom of justice and peace may come, wes@ans must practice the Gospel of peace
and reconciliation (Ephesians 2:14) by sharing in the life of suffering of our own people. Itis only through
such sharing that national reconciliation and reunification can be accomplished; thus we recognize tha
our concern and efforts for unification are an issue of faith. By overcoming the division which threatens
the life of the Korean people and endangers world peace, reunification becomes the path leading us from
conflict and confrontation to reconciliatiorand coexistence, and finally to one peaceful national
community.

Through a series of consultations beginning in 1984, the National Council of Churches in Korea has
established the following basic principles of the churches toward national reunification.

The National Council of Churches in Korea believes that the three broad principles articulated in the first
north-south negotiated Joint Communique of July 4, 1972, namely 1) independence, 2) peace, and 3) great
national unity transcending the differencen ideas, ideologies and systems should provide the guiding
spirit for our nation's reconciliation and reunification. In addition to these, we Christians believe that the
following two principles also should be honored in all dialogue, negotiation andraébr reunification.

1.Reunification must bring about not only the common good and benefit of the people and the nation,
but must provide the maximum protection of human freedom and dignity. Since both nation and people
exist to guarantee human freedomnd welfare, while ideologies and systems also exist for the sake of the
people, primary consideration must always be given to humanitarian concerns and measures, which must
never be withheld for any reason.

2. In every step of the discussion process jptan for reunification, the full democratic participation of all
the people must be guaranteed. Most importantly, participation must be guaranteed for the minjung
(common people), who not only have suffered the most under the division, but whiespite the fact that
they constitute the majority of the populatiort have consistently been alienated and excluded from the
decisionmaking processes in society.

The Proposals of the Churches of Korea to the Governments of South and North Based upon the above
principles, the National Council of Churches in Korea urges the responsible authorities in the governments
of both north and south to exert their utmost efforts for dialogue so that the following may be
accomplished as soon as possible.

1.For the healing of he wounds caused by division

a.First of all, the separated families, wh@s the victims of the division have endured akorts of suffering
during the past 40 some years, must be reunited and allowed to live together, and must be guaranteed
the rightto move freely to whatever place they choose to live.

b. Even before reunification is achieved, all persons living in separation from family members in north or
south must be freely permitted to visit their relatives and home areas for definite periodsamrannual
basis(perhaps at Chusok* or some other holiday season).
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c¢. The unjust social discrimination which still prevails against some persons because of their momentary
errors or the past records of their families or relatives, problems which inevitatslyse during the
solidifying of the national division, must be ended at once.

2. For the promotion of the people's genuine participation to overcome the division

a. Neither government, north or south, may exercise a monopoly over information about theoside,

nor monopolize the discussion on reunification. Freedom of speech must be guaranteed so that the people
of both north and south may participate fully and freely in the process of discussing and establishing
policies for reunification, and there ust be systemic and realistic guarantees of the activities of civilian
organizations engaged in research and discussion of the reunification issue.

b. Both North and South Korea must grant maximum freedom for people who oppose either system or
ideology tocriticize freely according to their conscience and faith, and both must abide by the International
Declaration of Human Rights and the United Nations' Human Rights Covenant.

3. For a great national unity of the Korean People transcending the differennddéas, ideologies and
systems.

If Korea is to realize national autonomy, the people of both north and south will have to transcend their
differences in concepts, ideologies and systems, and both populations must be able to clearly confirm for
themselvesthat they are one people sharing a common fate. For such a mutual confirmation, north and
south must be able to put firm trust in one another. It follows that those things which enable mutual trust
must become the most basic starting point for all effortérected toward reunification. To foster such
trust, all factors giving rise to mistrust and hostility must be eliminated, while mutual exchanges should be
expanded to broaden our base of mutual understanding and rapidly restore our sense of common ethnic
identity. Because all such measures aimed at fostering trust are the most essential part of the process of
overcoming division, even in the case that discussions between the official representatives of the two
governments do not show progress, or agreemeate not forthcoming, there must nevertheless be
nongovernmental channels through which the citizens themselves may seek progress.

a. North and South Korea must put an end to all mutual hostility and aggressive inclinations, and must
eliminate the exclusiem which leads to the slandering and vilification of one another. In addition, each
must modify its extreme, emotional censure of the other's differing ideology and system and offer in its
place mutually constructive criticism.

b. For the promotion of mutial understanding, north and south need unprejudiced, objective information
about each other's situation; therefore exchanges, visits and communications must be opened.

c. In order to restore the sense of common ethnic identity, nordouth exchanges andooperative
research must be promoted in such academic areas as language, history, geography, biology and natural
resources; while exchanges must also be carried out in the areas of culture, the arts, religion and sports.
d. Since economic exchanges betweparth and south will not only benefit the people but will also provide
opportunities for mutual understanding, they should be opened to the greatest possible extent.

4. For reduction of tensions and promotion of peace between North and South Korea

a.Inorder to prevent war and reduce tensions on the Korean peninsula, a peace treaty must immediately
be concluded to terminate the existing state of war. To this end, it is urgent that negotiations be opened
by the governments of North and South Korea, the itéd States, China which participated in the Korean
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Conflict, to replace the Armistice Agreement with a peace treaty which also includes aaggnession
pact.

b. At such time that a peace treaty is concluded, a verifiable state of mutual trust is restbetdeen

north and south Korea, and the peace and security of the entire Korean nation is guaranteed by the
international community, then the United States troops should be withdrawn and the United Nations
Command in Korea should be dissolved.

c. The excesive military competition between North and South Korea is the greatest obstacle to peaceful
reunification and is moreover counteproductive to economic progress. Therefore, following negotiations
between north and south, mutual military strength must heduced and military expenditures must be
cut, with a switchover to industrial production for peace.

d. Nuclear weapons must never be used under any circumstances. North and South Korea together must
block from the start any possibility of the use of nuelearms on the Korean peninsula. This means that
all nuclear weapons deployed on the peninsula or aimed in its direction must be removed.

5. For the realization of national independence

a. The must be no foreign interference or dependency upon neighborsuperpowers in negotiations,
conferences, or international agreements between north and south; the Korean people'gysgtrning

and subjecthood must be protected.

b. Both North and South Korea must either revise or abrogate all diplomatic agreementaaties which
undermine rather than support the life and interests of the Korean people. North and south Korea must
also reach mutual agreement in regard to all international alliances and associations, examining them to
make certain that the common goodf all Koreans is their primary objective.

The Task of the Churches of Korea for peace and Reunification

We believe that Jesus Christ is the "Lord of Peace" (Colossians 1:20), and that God's mission of salvation
and liberation for humankind is being rézéd also within societies that have ideas and systems different
from our own. Even though the confession of faith and the appearance of the churches of Christians living
in other social systems may be unlike ours, we believe that since they are bond#ttone God and the

one Christ, thereby they are members with us in the same Body(Corinthians-28).2

Within the last few years, in an amazing development, the world ecumenical community has greatly
strengthened this conviction of ours, by making conta with our sisters and brothers in faith in North
Korea, and bringing us news of them.

Again we give thanks for God's liberating action in the history of the Korean peninsula, and pray for God's
grace and blessing upon our sisters and brothers in thethavho are steadfastly keeping the faith even
under difficult circumstances.

Based upon this confession, the National Council of Churches in Korea, in order to fulfill its mission for
peace and reconciliation, to share in the suffering division has cduaad to respond to the historical
demand to overcome the division, now in a spirit of repentance and prayer announces plans to initiate a
movement for a Jubilee Year for Peace and Reunification, as follows.
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1.The National Council of Churches in Koreagaims the year 1995 to be the "Year of Jubilee for Peace
and Reunification".

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me
to preach good news to the poor.

He has sent me

to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight e tolind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord". (Luke 4:18)

The "Jubilee year" is the fiftieth year following the completion of a cycle of seven sabbatical years totaling
49 years (Leviticus 25:81.0). The year of jubilee is a "year of liberation". The proclamation of the year of
jubilee is an act of God's people which reveals their complete trust in God's sovereignty over history and
their faithfulness in keeping God's covenant. The jubilee year is dkiercoming of all the social and
economic conflicts caused by the repressive and absolutist political powers, internal and external: the
enslaved are liberated, the indebted have their debts forgiven, sold land is returned to its original tillers,
and seied houses are returned to their original inhabitants (Leviticus 254%); the united covenant
community of peace is restored through the establishment of Shalom based on God's justice. The Korean
churches proclaim 1995, the fiftieth year after Liberati@s a Jubilee Year, to express our belief in the
historical presence of God, who has ruled over those fifty years of histongdeed, over all of human
history; to proclaim the restoration of the covenant community of peace; and to declare our resolution
achieve this restoration in the history of the Korean peninsula today, As we march forward with high
aspirations toward the Year of Jubilee, we should experience a revitalized faith in the sovereignty of God,
who works within our people's history, anémewed commitment to the calling of God's mission.

2. As a part of the "Great March toward the Jubilee Year" the Korean churches will carry out a vigorous
church renewal movement aimed toward peace and reunification.

a. In order to fulfill their mission esponsibility for peace and reunification, the Koreahurches must
overcome their seHcenteredness and their preoccupation with ecclesiastical power, while greatly
strengthening mission cooperation for church unity.

b. The churches of Korea, proclaimitige Year of Jubilee, must reform their internal structures which have
restricted broad participation. Accordingly there must be a resolute opening and expediting of full
participation in lay mission activity which will include women and youth.

c.In orderto bring about economic and social justice in our society, the churches of Korea must continue
to perform a prophetic role.

3.As a part of the proclamation of the Jubilee Year, the churches of Korea, as a community of faith resolved
to achieve peace anceconciliation, will carry out a broad program of education for peace and reunification.
a.The churches of Korea will widely disseminate Biblical and theological peace studies and peace education
materials, and will promote research and exchange of infatimn among the various theological and
Christian educational institutions.

b. To increase concern among the churches for the national reunification issue, the Korean churches will
promote unification education which will foster recognition of the hist@igcsocial and theological validity
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of national reunification through an understanding of the structure and history of the division, as well as
through a deeper theological understanding of the problem.

c. Through theological reflection and commitment thié¢ Christian faith, the Korean churches will seek a
broader scientific understanding of the communist ideology and will promote research and education on
ideology as needed for substantial dialogue.

4. Through the proclamation of a Jubilee Year festivatiditurgy for peace and reunification, the Korean
churches will seek to bring about a renewal of faith and genuine reconciliation and unity.

a. The churches of Korea will establish a "Sunday of Prayer for Peace and Reunification" to mark the Year
of Jubike, and will develop a form of worship for this purpose, which will include prayers for reunification,
confession of the sin of division, recognition of calling and commitment for unification, prayers of
intercession for the victims of division and the diled people, a confession of faith for national
reconciliation, proclamation of the Word (proclaiming the Jubilee Year), hymns and poetry, and a
sacrament for peace and reconciliation.

b. Until the time when communication between the churches of north asduth becomes possible, we

will seek the cooperation of the would churches to enable the joint proclamation in both north and south
of the Jubilee Year for Peace and Reunification, and will promote the common observance of the "Sunday
of Prayer for peace rd Reunification" and the joint preparation and use of "prayers for peace and
reunification”.

c. with the cooperation of the world churches, the churches of Korea will search for ways to confirm the
status of separated family members, explore the posdipihf exchanging letters, and develop a movement

to search out relatives, church members and friends separated between north and south.

5. The churches of Korea will work continuously to develop a solidarity movement for pesmb
reunification.

a. The pioclamation of the Jubilee Year for peace and Reunification, as an act of confession of faith, will
be developed into a continuously expanding "solidarity movement for peace and reunification". This must
be a comprehensive movement embracing all the churgla¢local, denominational and ecumenical levels.
The National Council of Churches in Korea especially will make efforts to include not only its member
churches, but also nonmember denominations and the Roman Catholic Church in this movement for
confessbnal action and practice for peace and reunification.

b. As the mission calling to peace and reunification is the universal task of all Christians on the Korean
peninsula, the churches of South Korea will pray for the faith and life of the Christian contynimthe

North and will work for NorthSouth exchanges between our churches.

c. Because peace and reunification on the Korean peninsula is a key to peace not only in Northeast Asia
but throughout the world, the churches of Korea will consult closely atelielop solidarity movements

with Christian communities in the four powerful countries related to the regiothe United States, the
Soviet Union, China and Japan, as well as with churches throughout the world.*

d. The Korean churches will expand and desypdialogue with other religious groups and movements, and
through joint research and cooperative activities, will work to promote ever stronger solidarity for the
realization of peace and the reunification of this nation.
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February 29, 1988
The NationalCouncil of Churches in Korea

* Such activity is already in progress, and the National Council of Churches in Korea endorses the proposals
and positions which have been expressed in such published consultation reports as: "Findings and
Recommendations" ofhe 1984 Consultation in Tozanso, Japan; Message of the Fourth Kekeath
American Church Consultation, 1986; the policy statement and declaration of the National Council of
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., "Peace and the Reunification of Korea",driBhe joint statement of

the Sixth KoreanGerman Church Consultation, 1987.
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A World Council of Churches 10th AssemblBtatement on Peace anBeunification

of the Korean Peninsula

tor he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall,
that is, the hostility between us.f§ (Eph. 2:14)

We, the delegates of the 10th Assembly of the World CountiChurches (WCC) meeting in Busan from
30 October to 8 November 2013, bear witness to the suffering of the men, women and children of the
one Korean people through decades of violence caused by war and hostility that have left them divided
into two nations.

Di vision, war and the suffering contradict Godds wi l
churches of the world, and upon those holding social, economic, political and governmental power, to
pursue a lasting and sustainable peace witktice that will reunify and reconcile the people of Korea.

The central theme of our assembly is a simple prayer
prayer that the vision and dream of all Koreans, their common aspiration for heakgnciliation, peace
and reunification may be fulfilled.

New Challenges to Reconciliation and Healing

The present situation in the Korean peninsula prompts us to a renewed engagement in efforts to work for

peace and justice throughout the region arfior the reunification of a divided Korea. Despite many positive

developments in the world during the pos€old War era, the North East Asia region still contains the

worl dd3s heaviest concentration of mil itmembegrsoand secur
the UN Security Council, who are also recognized nuclear weapons states, have military bases in this region.

There are even signs of an emerging Bnew Cold Wart,
new shifts in the balance of powe New tensions are arising with the intensified political, economic and
military presence of the United States in the regior
Russia, also are active in this region.

Changing geopolitical dynamics among tloeir major powers could stifle the aspirations and hopes of the
Korean people for peace and reunification. Increasing arms budd in several Asian countries make this
one of the fastestgrowing regions for military spending in the world, including real arms and high
tech weapons of mass destruction.

The peace we envision is a condition of justice embracing the whole of life and restoring

harmony among neighbours. We are convinced that it is the right time to begin a new process towards a
comprehensive peace treaty that will replace the 1953 Armistice Agreement and secure just and peaceful
relations among nations in the region while normalizing relations between North and South, and facilitating
Korean reunification.
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As delegates represeintg 345 churches and some 560 million Christians around the world, we are
prepared to renew our support for peace and reconciliation, and to encourage and assist the national and
international leaders whose efforts are indispensable.

Our Faith Commitmento Peace with Justice

As a global body of believers in Jesus Christ, we confess our sins in having given in to the powers and
principalities of the world in their wars and military conflicts full of hate and enmity, armed with nuclear
arsenals and weaponsf mass destruction targeting humanity an
| ament our failure to adequately acknowledge the K
powers fighting for colonial expansion and military hegemony.

We hereby jan the Christians in Korea in their confession of faith in Jesus Christ, who came to this world
as our Peace (Ephesians 2:19); who suffered, died upon the Cross, was buried, and rose again to
reconcile humanity to God, to overcome divisions and conflietsd to liberate all people and make them
one (Acts 10:3640); who, as our Messiah, will bring about a new Heaven and new Earth (Rev.2122).

With this confession, we join in firm commitment with the Christians of Korea, both North and South,
especially inKor ean churchesds faithful actions to work t
reunification of their people and their land.

Faith and Hope in Action

Ever since its First Assembly in 1948 and the Korean conflict that followed, the WCC has felaithef

Koreadds division and to some degree has found it re€
are well aware of the challenges and obstacles on the pathways to peace. We recognize the painstaking

effort of Christians in Korea, both North drSouth, and recall the continued and sustained efforts of the

WCC and its ecumenical partners in accompanying the people of the Korean peninsula.

In the midst of an extremely difficult sitwuation,
have been pivotal. Such faith in action led them to new horizons of hope with prayers. The Tozanso
consultation, organized by the WCC Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) in 1984,

was held at a time when it was difficult for the Koreanuaigches to openly discuss the issue of Korean
reunification. The Tozanso consultation was the first attempt by the WCC to bring Christians from a wide
spectrum of member churches worldwide together with Christians from Korea, to look at some of the

issues aised by the division of the Korean peninsula. The WCC initiative helped to address the issues of

the division of Korea and Koreane uni fi cati on as means to strengthen
peace with justice.

In 1988 the decisive Declaratiorf é&(orean Churches for National Unification of the Korean People and
Peace in the Korean Peninsula set 1995 as the Year of National Jubilee for the churches in North and South,
and affirmed the five principles of: 1) seléliant unification, 2) peaceful uafication, 3) national unity
through trust and cooperation, 4) democratic unification by people's participation, and 5) N8dhth
relations based on a humanitarian approach.
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We recognize the value of ecumenical engagement in advocacy initiated by th€ Addressing peace

and reconciliation as well as denuclearization of the Korean peninsula. Those initiatives provide avenues
for North and South Korean church leaders as well as church and ecumenical partners from Asia, North
America and Europe to come tegher within the setting of a common platform. The Ecumenical Forum

on Peace, Reconciliation and Reunification of the Korean Peninsula, coordinated and facilitated by the
WCC/CCIA with the participation of churches in Asia, Europe and North America itoadtie churches

in South Korea and the Korean Christian Federation in North Korea has provided additional and frequent
opportunities for mutual dialogue and interactions on peace and reunification. Although progress has been
made at various levels, theiis still a long way to go to accomplish the mission of peace and reunification
on the Korean peninsula.

We recall that major WCC events in the past have been venues for historic meetings of church leaders of
North and South, starting with the Moscow cemal committee meeting in 1989 and including WCC
assemblies in Canberra (1991), Harare (1998) and Porto Alegre (2006). Various other international
consultations held subsequently with the participation of churches from North and South Korea lent
further authenticity to ecumenical advocacy on peace and reunification of the Korean peninsula. The
international consultation organized by the CCIA in conjunction with the 25th anniversary of the Tozanso
process in October 2009 helped to provide new impetus for wamly towards the goal of witnessing for
peace, justice and unity, and it encouraged dialogue and participation for all who have been affected by
the tragedy of division. In addition, visits to North Korea by the WCC general secretaries in 1999, 2009
and 208 have lent credence to the commitment of the WCC and its member churches in supporting the
churches in North and South Korea seeking peace and reunification.

We are conscious of the fact that the prevailing gewolitical context of the Korean peninsulaasrants

that the ecumenical movement develop new ways of accompaniment and engagement. As the WCC has
been accompanying the churches and people in the Korean peninsula in their struggle to achieve peace
with justice and reconciliation, and reunificationtbie divided Korean peninsula, it is imperative that every
effort continue to be taken in providing common platforms for both North and South Korean churches to
meet together, with a particular focus on younger generations.

We also discern signs of hop@d a framework that would enable the Korean peninsula to embrace peace
with justice and fullness of life. On the Korean peninsula, shared human seamityhuman rights must
become a greater priority than divisive, competitive and militarized nationaligec The threat of nuclear
weapons has long been recognized, and now serious questions are raised concerning all nuclear energy.
With many in the world, the churches share the conviction that a world without nuclear weapons is both
necessary and possihl®ur shared hope for a nucledree world would not only be for the people of the
Korean peninsula but for all people in the world, renouncing nuclear weapons and working together for
their complete dismantling, leading other regions and showing the wagpe and possibilities such as
these motivate the churches to make greater efforts to work for peace and reconciliation on the Korean

peninsula in response to Godds promise to | ead us t o)
sFor h eace; im hioflash hefhas made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall,
that is, the hostility between us.f§ (Eph. 2:14)
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The Way towards Healing, Reconciliation and Peace

During the sixty long years since combat ceased in the Korean Weosugh the Armistice Agreement of

July 27, 1953, the two Koreas, the USA and China have nevertheless continued in a technical state of war
with defensive military buildups including the stockpiling of nuclear weapons. The current situation proves
the urgent need for a peace treaty to replace the 1953 Armistice Agreement.

Fresh and decisive action is required to enact a peace treaty. A process towards a peace treaty is crucial

for the Korean peninsula and in the entire North East Asia region, as web@silouting to the process of

building a nuclear weapoffree peace zone in this region. The peace treaty must be discussed and agreed

by the parties to the Armistice Agreement and the countries related to the Armistice Agreement. We

believe that a declaréon of the end of the Korean War shared by stakeholders will accelerate the
agreement d3s concl usi on and c o sbtildinglmongthem.dartiipants al t r u
in the SixParty Talks (SPT) previously promised to hold peace forums inram@eonvert the prevailing

armistice system into a concrete peace system. We strongly urge South and North Korea, the USA and

China to ensure the keeping of this promise. At the same time, the USA and Japan should stop imposing
blockades and sanctionsagsn st t he North, whil e China should act i
dialogues, including the SiRarty Talks.

Taking into consideration the continuing humanitarian crisis in the North, we urge the international
community to initiate humanarian support to the people while cooperating with the North in projects for

its sustainable development. It has become clear that economic sanctions serve primarily as instruments
for punishing the people of a country, especially the poor in any soci€herefore, we question the ethical
principles as well as the strategic effectiveness of economic sanctions imposed on North Korea. It is in this
context that we raise concern about the UN Security Council Resolutions against North Korea.
Opportunities foreconomic exchanges between the North and other countries in the world must be
resumed. This will open new avenues for effective economic collaboration. Above all, this will facilitate
active engagement through dialogue to normalize relations. The UN shaigb initiate efforts for peace
building across the Korean peninsula and lift the existing economic and financial sanctions.

The way forward- Recommendations

We believe that peacéuilding in a globalized and interdependent world is a shared respalityilnf
sovereign states, the United Nations and civil society groups including the churches. Affirming the Christian
calling to be peacemakers and responding to the faith witness of the Korean churches, which have
proclaimed the Jubilee among the Koregeople, the member churches of the WCC, gathered in Busan,
Republic of Korea for the WCC 10th Assembly from 30 October to 8 November 2013, together affirm the
following:

1.Realizing that as we pray with and for the peoples of Korea the churches and ecicalgartners have

a specific responsibility toward working together for peace and reconciliation in the Korean peninsula with
renewed energy, in close partnership and transparent relationships with each other and with the churches
and Christians in botiNorth and South of Korea, the National Council of Churches in Korea and the Korean
Christian Federation. We, therefore, commit ourselves to:
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a) Embody the spirit of the Tozanso process including courage, caring, communication, confession,

conciliation andcommitment;

b)Pray with the peoples and churches of Korea by desig
of Prayer for the Peacef ul Reuni fication of the Koreec
¢) Provide a wide ecumenical platform for young generations both in Rahd South Korea to meet

together in order to envision a desirable future of the Korean Peninsula;

d) Organize solidarity visits to churches in North and South Korea that can serve as peacemakers and

bridge builders. A first visit can be organized as gat 2014, commemorating the 30th anniversary of

the historic Tozanso International Consultation; and e

e) Continue accompanying the churches of Korea by providing common platforms for churches and

Christians from both North and South to meet together imder to advance towards reconciliation and

peace. We recognize that a historically symbolic moment for such initiatives could be found in 2015, the

70th anniversary of the liberation of Korea.

2. Furthermore, we commit ourselves to take actions to:

a) Work with our governments to mandate the United Nations Security Council to initiate new efforts for
peace building across the Korean Peninsula and to lift the existing economic and financial sanctions
i mposed on the Democratic Peopledis Republic of Korea;
b) Embark upon a universal campaign for a Peace Treaty to replace the Armistice Agreement of 1953,
bringing an end to the state of war;

c) Call upon all foreign powers in the region to participate in a creative process for building peace on the
Korean peninsla by halting all military exercises on the Korean peninsula, by ceasing their interventions
and reducing military expenditures;

d) Ensure the complete, verifiable and irreversible elimination of all nuclear weapons and power plants in
-North East Asia, bytaking steps to establish a Nucledree World and simultaneously joining the
emerging international consensus for a humanitarian ban on nuclear weapons in all regions of the world,
so that life is no longer threatened by nuclear dangers anywhere on earth

e) Urge the governments in both North and South Korea to restore human community with justice and
human dignity by overcoming injustice and confrontation, and to heal human community by urgently
addressing the humanitarian issue of separated familigsebtablishing a sustainable process allowing
confirmation of the whereabouts of family members and free exchanges of letters and visits, and by
offering the support of international agencies where necessary; and

f) Work with the governments of the Democtai ¢ Peopl edds Republic of Korea a
providing international cooperation to maintain a truly Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) and transform it into a
zone of peace.

APPROVED

The following delegates and entire delegations wished to regiskair dissent that the statement does
not include a concern of special relevance to the Korean peninsula, namely the plight of conscientious
objectors to military service:
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Evangelical Church in Germany Waldensian Church

Church of the Brethren

Church of the Brethren in Nigeria

Eglise du Christ au CongoCommunaute mennonite au Congo Mennonite Church in Germany Mennonite
Church in the Netherlands Friends United Meeting

Canadian Yearly Meeting

Ms EunYoung Lee, Korean Methodist Church

Ms Alison Jane Prestonglican Church of Australia Rev. Sarah Campbell, United Church of Christ

Rev. Kelli Parrish Lucas, United Church of Christ
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f) (DMZ)

(Evangelical Church in Germany) (Waldensian Church) (Church of
the Brethren)

(Church of the Brethren in Nige)

- (Eglise du Christ au Congdg Communaute mennonite au

Congo)
(Mennonite Church in Germany)
(Mennonite Church in the Netherlands)

(Friends United Meeting) (Canadian Yearly Meeting) (Korean
Methodist Church)

(Anglican Church of Australia) (Alison Jane Preston)

(United Church of Christ) (Sarah Campbell) (United Church of

Christ) (Kelli Parrich Lucas)
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A World Council of Churche$th AssemblydMinute on ending the war and building

peace on the Korean Peninsula

11th AllLslgels] 23] Public Issue Commitee
Minate on ending the war and building
peace on the Korean Peninsula

The 10th Assembly of the World Council of Churches (WCC) in 2013 in Busan, South Korea, drew
the attention of the worldwide ecumenical movement to the ongoing search for peace,
reconciliation and reunification of the divided Korean people, and adopted a Declaration on Peace
and Reunification on the Korean Peninsula. The WCC has intensified its engagement and
undertaken many relevant initiatives and actions during the intervening period.

It is 77 years since the division of the Peninsula and its people under the global Cold War system. And
despite the signing of an armistice agreement on 27 July 1953, the Korean War still has not been
formally ended. Over the past forty years, the WCC has, together with the National Council of
Churches in [South] Korea (NCCK) and the Korean Christian Federation (KCF) in North Korea,
engaged in and supported dialogue and cooperation for peace, and promoted global ecumenical
solidarity for peace on the Korean Peninsula and reunification of its people.

Following the Busan Assembly, a period of escalating tensions was followed by a moment of high
hope for peace in the region. However, renewed tensions and increased risk of potentially
catastrophic conflict once again prevail.

Carrying forward the heritage of the Busan Assembly in this time of renewed threats to peace in the
region, and appreciating the important contributions made by the WCC to the search for peace,
reconciliation and reunification on the Korean Peninsula during this inter-Assembly period, the 11th
Assembly of the World Council of Churches meeting in Karlsruhe, Germany, therefore:

urges WCC member churches and partners to renew their solidarity and to actively support and
accompany the Korean churches in their advocacy through the Sunday of Prayer for the Peaceful
Reunification on the Korean Peninsula, the Ecumenical Forum for Peace, Reunification and
Cooperation on the Korean Peninsula (EFK), and the Korea Peace Appeal Campaign —a campaign for
ending the war and replacing the 1953 Armistice Agreement with a peace treaty - which aims to
collect signatures from 100 million people around the world by the 70th anniversary of the
armistice agreement in 2023

prays for our Christian sisters and brothers in the Korean Peninsula, that the political reasons for

their division from each other will be resolved, and that the peaceful reunification will be achieved.

Jm,
_;o % World Council )&
of Churches

Christ’s love

Document No, PIC 01.7 rev  ®iendiaion

ity
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A Statement on the 70th Anniversary of the Korean War Armistice Agreement, WCC

Central Committee

o\!m@ . .
£ L% World Council CENtRLCONIIES
of Churches Geneva, Switzerland

Document No. PIC 05 rev

ADOPTED E N

Original

Statement on the 70th Anniversary of the Korean War Armistice
Agreement

For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing
wall, that is, the hostility between us.
(Ephesians 2:14)

Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.
(Psalms 34:14)

The central committee of the World Council of Churches (WCC), meeting in Geneva on 21-27 June
2023, is deeply concerned by the accelerating cycle of confrontation and provocation between joint
US-Japan-South Korea military exercises, and North Korean missile tests. We pray for peace and
dialogue to end this dangerous cycle, and for denuclearization not only of the Korean Peninsula but of
the entire world.

In a time of renewed escalation of tensions and confrontation on the Korean Peninsula, we recall that
this year marks the 70th anniversary of the 1953 Armistice Agreement which established a ceasefire,
but not a formal end, to the Korean War.

Inter-Korean relations have experienced a major deterioration since the abrupt and inconclusive end
of the US-North Korea Summit in Hanoi in 2019. This deterioration was exemplified by North Korea’s
demolition of an inter-Korean liaison office in June 2020. Compounded by the closure of borders
following the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, a complete breakdown of communication between
the governments, private organizations, civil society, and churches in North and South Korea has
ensued.

The WCC has supported encounters between North and South Korean Christians and international
ecumenical cooperation for peace and reunification on the Korean Peninsula for close to 40 years.
However, due to the current global circumstances, encounters with counterparts from the Korean
Christian Federation (KCF) of North Korea have not been able to take place since December 2019. As
we meet in this sombre anniversary year, we pray for the restoration of the relationship with our sisters
and brothers of the KCF, and the resumption of joint ecumenical witness and action by North and South
Korean Christians for peace on the Korean Peninsula and reunification of the divided Korean people.

To help break this current cycle of confrontation, we believe that an important step would be to
formally acknowledge the end of the Korean War 1950-1953 by replacing the temporary Armistice
Agreement with a peace treaty. Seventy years of suspended state of war is illogical, and a deeply
unconstructive context for engaging with current realities on the Korean Peninsula. Moreover, a peace
treaty to replace the Armistice Agreement is a longstanding commitment and objective of the South
Korean National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK) as well as of the KCF in North Korea, and
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WCC Central Commitlee - Statement on the 70th Anniversary of the Korean
War Armistice Agreement Doc. No PIC 05 rev Page 2 of 2

supported by the WCC (as reflected in the WCC 11th Assembly Minute on ending the war and building
peace on the Korean Peninsula, and in the WCC’s ‘The Light of Peace’ initiative).

The central committee therefore:

Appeals for steps to be taken to declare a formal end to the Korean War, and to replace the 1953
Armistice Agreement with a peace treaty.

Calls on all WCC member churches and ecumenical partners, especially those in countries whose forces
participated in the Korean War 1950-1953, to advocate with their governments for such a declaration
and peace treaty.

Urges the governments of the United States of America, Japan, South Korea and North Korea to refrain
from statements and military actions that risk further escalating confrontation and tensions in the
region, and instead take steps to reduce tensions and to create an environment conducive to dialogue.

Strongly recommends relaxation of the ‘maximum pressure’ sanctions® on North Korea, which have
failed in their stated purpose of preventing North Korea from acquiring nuclear weapon capabilities
but which present major obstacles to diaconal cooperation with the North Korean people, as well as
to political dialogue.

Encourages the WCC secretariat, as soon as practically feasible, to resume ‘people-to-people’
encounters between Christians from North and South Korea, accompanied by representatives of the
wider global ecumenical fellowship, as an important means of fostering trust, mutual understanding,
and peace.

Invites member churches, ecumenical partners and all people of good will to reflect on “the things that
make for peace”? in the context of the Korean Peninsula, to consider supporting the ‘Korea Peace
Appeal’ promoted by the NCCK, to participate in the observance of the annual Sunday of Prayer for the
Peaceful Reunification of the Korean Peninsula, and to stand in solidarity with Korean churches and
accompany their efforts towards a permanent peace regime in the region and the world.

We pray for the permanent members of the UN Security Council to work together for the peaceful
reunification of the Korean Peninsula.

Adopted by consensus

 North Korea is one of the most sanctioned countries in the world. While sanctions used to target mostly the country’s
military and elite, they have evolved in recent years into an almost total ban on North Korea-related trade, investments,
and financial transactions — dubbed ‘maximum pressure’ by the Trump Administration. Several UN agencies have raised
alarm at the impact on the population, with growing calls for humanitarian and human rights impact assessments.

2 Luke 19 :42 ; Romans 14 :19

* The annual Sunday of Prayer for the Peaceful Reunification of the Korean Peninsula is observed on the Sunday before 15
August every year. 15 August, celebrated as Liberation Day in both North and South Korea, marks the date in 1945 when
Korea won independence from Japanese colonial oppression, but it was also was the day when the peninsula was divided
into two countries. The Korean Christian Federation Central Committee (North Korea) and the National Council of Churches
in Korea (South Korea) have traditionally collaborated in composing a joint prayer for each annual observance.
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Rm. 706 Korea Christian Bldg, 19 Daehak-ro Jongno-gu, Seoul 110-736, Korea Int'l. 82-2-745-4943 www.kncc.or.kr
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