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Education Law Revision Endangers the Future 
NCCJ 

 
 
Christians in Japan say the government has debased the country’s peace-seeking 
constitution after the upper chamber of parliament approved the promotion of 
patriotism in the classroom by changing the country’s education law. “The 
governing parties should know that this amendment violates the Constitution of 
Japan, the supreme law of the country. It also violates the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child that Japan promised the international community it would 
comply with,” said Kaori Oshima, general secretary of the education division of the 
National Christian Council in Japan.   
 
 
December 17, 2006 
 
We protest the passing of the bill of amendment to the Fundamental Law on 
Education and renew our determination to promote education that cares for 
everyone 
 
We vehemently protest the passage of the revised bill amending the Fundamental 
Law on Education at the Lower House session on December 15. The government 
and ruling parties disregarded many voices of opposition that had been raised 
across the country. 
 
The changes to the law will make it possible to alter relevant laws and systems and 
promote discriminatory and selective education, as well as mind-control and 
patriotic education, which many children and adults have already endured. The 
government and the ruling parties should know that the bill violates the 
Constitution of Japan, the supreme law of the country, and the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, which Japan has pledged to respect. The amended Fundamental 
Law on Education should be abolished immediately. 
 
We renew our determination to neither contribute to “the education of persons who 
are convenient to the state,” nor cooperate with any education that leads to war. 
We oppose the state’s intervention in Christian education and church education. We 
resolve to stand on the side of children being discriminated against and trampled on. 
We shall strive harder to promote education that cares for the dignity of every child, 
because we believe that it is the way to follow Jesus Christ, who became angry with 
those adults who tried to push children out of the way, and instead let them come 
to Him to be blessed. 
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