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To: Prime Minister Shuzo Abe
Minister for Education and Science Bunmei Ibuki

Statement of Protest against the Revision of the Fundamental Law on Education

It is written in the Bible the “God created the human person (Genesis, Chapter 1 verse 27) in God’s own
image.” The human person created in the Divine Image exists as a mirror reflecting God. We Christians
believe that each and every human person has been created by God and as such is precious and to be
treated with care. We support the focus of the present 11947 Fundamental Law on Education in its
emphasis on “Respect for the individual person “ and its goal of “complete character formation”.

We strongly protest the passing of the amendment of the Fundamental Law on Education in the Upper
House on December 15th, without adequate deliberation or surveys in spite of many voices of protest.
The Fundamental Law on Education, with the Constitution of Japan, came into being as the result of
anguished reflection on the tragic experience of war. It is the legal root of post-war democracy and
pacifism. Before and during the war. education based on the “Imperial Rescript on Education” (Imperial
Law of the Meiji period) which was a hotbed of militarism was imposed on children. As a result of education
in “loyalty and patriotism “, many children and young people were sent to the battlefield to lose their lives.
Education was exploited as a tool to promote militarism, to serve the national goals and the children were
made into instruments of the state. Reflecting on this, the Fundamental Law on Education, which in the
Forward ''Preamble and Article 1 states that each person is to be cared for as a human person, was
established in order to prevent undesirable intervention and overruling by the state (Article 10). However,
the recently passed bill of amendment has deleted the phrase “ all the citizens bear direct responsibility”
and replaced it with “this and other laws must be carried out (Article 16.1). In the amendment, the “goal of
education” is specified in 20 categories including “patriotism” and “values of tradition and culture”. Education
which was based on upholding the “dignity of each person” has been altered to become “education for
the purposes of the state”, “persons who will follow national strategies”. The vital standard that the state
and government should not intervene has been ignored. It has become very easy for the state and
government to intervene by enforcing its moral standards. It violates the values protected by Article 19 of
the Constitution: freedom of thought, conscience and heart/will (naishin??) belief? of each person. The
enforcement of such symbols as the Hinomaru flag and Kimigayo anthem is a warning of the reccurrence
of infringement of inner freedom.

After the war, many of the Christian organizations and churches which participated in the National Christian
Council (NCC) acknowledged before God their burden of sin. They repented and asked forgiveness of
God and their fellow human beings. Our memory of the past as victimizers and the lessons taught us by
history are etched into our hearts. We resolved to never repeat this sin and to walk a new path. The
Constitution of Japan and the Fundamental Law on Education are Japan’s promise to our Asian neighbors
that we will never again act as an aggressor in war. The passage and implementation of the amendment
to the Fundamental Law on Education does violence to this post-war direction, breaks our vow to our
Asian neighbors and compromises future steps in post-war democracy and peace building.

Moreover, the revised Fundamental Law of Education not only contributes to the problems we face in
education, such as bullying and increasing suicides, disorderly classes, the widening gap in education
standards among schools, but it also promotes the introduction of an administrative system based on
market principles and internal control. For these reasons, we strongly oppose the passage of the
amendment to the Fundamental Law on Education and publicly declare our intention to protest.
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