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Memories and Aporias in t he Japan-Korea Relat ionship

Alexis Dudden

2010 is  the centennial year o f Japan's  takeo ver o f Ko rea. The his to ry o f this  event is  o f eno rmo us  s ignificance to  the 20 th century,
and no t s imply because it garnered Japan a fo o tho ld o n mainland As ia. Altho ugh Ko reans  see it very differently, fo r Japan, the 1910
annexatio n o f Ko rea es tablished Japan's  entry as  a po wer o n the wo rld s tage.

This  co nditio n co llapsed, o f co urse, in to tal defeat in 1945. With the
end o f American o ccupatio n in 1952, ho wever, Japan was  suppo sed
to  have regained its  independence, o r so  the natio nal s to ry go es , as
do  rather s ignificant suppo rting internatio nal framewo rks  such as
the United Natio ns  and the Internatio nal Mo netary Fund. Yet despite
the pho enix o f Japan's  po s twar rise fro m the ashes , the renewed
1960 security pact with the United States  — and its  subs tantial
1990s  readjus tments  — blatantly co mpro mised Japan's  so vereignty
and extended Japan's  o ccupatio n-era dependence o n the United
States  in o pen and hidden ways . Many have lo ng co ntended this ,
especially in Okinawa. To day, ho wever, the vo ices  ques tio ning the
nature o f Japanese so vereignty co me fro m wildly divergent co rners
and po int in radically co mpeting ways . The mo unting cris is
surro unding the relo catio n o f American bases  and marines  in
Okinawa as  well as  the revelatio ns  abo ut the security pact's  so -
called secret deals  between Washingto n and To kyo  allo wing the US
to  bring nuclear weapo ns  into  Japan, have made all o f this  mo re
salient. The pro blem beco mes  mo re co mplicated s till when the
ques tio n o f Japan's  ro le in As ia gets  facto red in, largely because o f
the ways  in which Japan's  place in As ia's  twentieth century has  co me
to  be natio nally remembered, rather than his to rically learned.

The ques tio n o f ho w his to ry fits  in to  current co nditio ns  and what to
do  with it is  primary, despite effo rts  by tho se who  manage the
regio n's  affairs  to  make it seco ndary to  immediate co ncerns  o f
security and eco no mics . The success  to day o f the US-Japan-So uth
Ko rea vilif icatio n o f No rth Ko rea campaign reveals  this  mo s t clearly:
even to  sugges t his to rical co ntext o r reaso n fo r any o f No rth
Ko rea's  behavio r makes  o ne o ut as  an apo lo gis t fo r the brutal
regime. To  be sure, in 2010  No rth Ko rea the leadership sus tains
ho rrendo us  living co nditio ns  fo r many o f its  peo ple. Individual rights
and freedo ms  are absent fo r almo s t all, its  generals  fire miss iles
right and left, and the co untry's  nuclear pro gram s teals  funds  that
sho uld be spent feeding hungry peo ple and fo s tering develo pment.
That Washingto n co ntinues , ho wever, to  demand that Pyeo ngyang do

what it wants  befo re it will even dis cuss  a peace treaty to  end the war in lieu o f the 1953 armis tice means  that American o fficials  are
do gmatically refus ing to  see the United States ' place in the pro blem. Washingto n's  willfully ahis to rical appro ach to  co mplicated
is sues  co mes  at the co s t o f unnecessarily high security risks  fo r the regio n as  well as  the immediate need to  get fo o d to  s tarving
peo ple. Mo reo ver, So uth Ko rean Pres ident Lee Myung-bak's  alignment with Washingto n vis -à-vis  relatio ns  with No rth Ko rea requires
by default that Seo ul at leas t appear to  pretend to  suppo rt To kyo 's  refusal to  engage with No rth Ko rea until the matter o f the
Japanese citizens  kidnapped in the 1970s  and 1980s  by No rth Ko rean agents  is  cleared to  Japan's  satis factio n. This  is  the is sue
that has  "kidnapped" Japanese po litics  s ince its  2002 public dis clo sure. [1] The ques tio n remains : ho w has  a co untry with the
immense pro blems  that co nfro nt No rth Ko rea checkmated the natio n with the mo s t po werful military in wo rld his to ry and makes  the
descendants  o f Imperial Japan run to  Washingto n to  ensure that the United States  bo ls ter its  myo pic mantra that befo re all else
No rth Ko rea co me clean abo ut a handful o f Japanese miss ing to  the 20 th century?

Altho ugh Japanese Prime Minis ter Hato yama Yukio 's  adminis tratio n has  s ignaled shifts  fro m the "abductees  abo ve all" appro ach that
Japan's  Liberal Demo cratic Party pursued fro m 2002-2009, to  the co ntinued bewilderment o f many in Washingto n, Beijing, and
Seo ul, Japan's  regio nal po licy s till champio ns  the abductee is sue in the same breath as  nuclear weapo ns , indicative o f the fact that
the LDP's  s tance succeeded in abducting Japanese so ciety and blinding it to  the natio n's  pas t actio ns  in the Ko rean peninsula. In the
wake o f Japan's  co llapsed empire, the fo unders  o f No rth Ko rea held purge trials  agains t tho se amo ng them mo s t co mplicit with
Japanese co ntro l. [2] "Bad Japan" s to ries  wo ve No rth Ko rea to gether fro m the natio n's  inceptio n in markedly different ways  fro m the
So uth, where, as  is  well kno wn, many o f tho se mo s t co mplicit with Japanese rule glided into  American-appro ved po s itio ns  o f po wer,
the phys ical and pheno meno lo gical tendrils  o f which exis t very much to  this  day. The centrality then, and in many respects  truth o f
No rth Ko rea's  "bad Japan" thes is  res ts  o n the s tark fact that Japan kidnapped and ens laved millio ns  o f Ko reans  during the co lo nial
era.

This , o f co urse, is  the deep divide between Japan and its  As ian neighbo rs  that Japan's  po litical and bus iness  leaders  have lo ng
cho sen to  igno re in charting the natio n's  place in the regio n. In s imples t terms , the abductio n s to ry failed to  impress  As ians
because o f the s till o o z ing human wo unds  o f empire, war, and decades  o f o fficial denial. Japan fo und itself iso lated because o f its
deep and deeply-layered his to ry with s to len bo dies , giving it no  cho ice but to  take the abductio n s to ry to  Washingto n — implo ring
the United States  to  take up its  cause in the name o f human rights  and internatio nal security, all made easy thro ugh so ft channels
paid fo r by Japanese taxpayers  via their Fo reign Minis try such as  the internatio nal dis tributio n and screening o f the animated
"Megumi" mo vie. [3] Champio ning Japan's  s tance o n the abductio n matter agains t No rth Ko rea co ntinues  o f co urse to  necess itate
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T he ferry Mangyo ngbo n lying idle in t he No rt h
Ko rean po rt  o f  Wo nsan, May 20 0 9

Washingto n's  igno ring the regio n's  dis interes t in the s to ry, which o f co urse o nly makes  sense to  a United States  co mplicit in
sus taining Japan's  o fficial s ilence o n pre-1945 his to ry as  the deep s tructure o f America's  po s t-1945 use o f Japan, its  so il, its
peo ple, its  wealth.

Memo ries o f  Abduct io n

On February 3, 2010 , a United Natio ns ' special rappo rteur o n Enfo rced o r Invo luntary Disappearances  vis ited Niigata, Japan to
inves tigate the s ite where the mo s t internatio nally kno wn o f Japan's  abductees , 13 year-o ld Yo ko ta Megumi, tragically disappeared
o n No vember 5, 1977 o n her way ho me fro m badminto n practice. At a time when the United Natio ns  has  autho rized eco no mic
sanctio ns  agains t No rth Ko rea fo r its  nuclear and co nventio nal weapo ns  tes ting, it is  unsurpris ing that the abductee is sue —
especially thro ugh the lens  o f Megumi’s  s to ry — has  fo und such a place o f pro minence. At the same time, ho wever, the Japanese
go vernment's  urging reso lutio n o f this  his to ry s tands  in such s tark co ntras t to  its  o fficial o bduracy at the UN regarding dis cuss io n
o f its  reco rd o f invo lvement in the co mfo rt wo men's  his to ry — Japan's  s tate-spo nso red sexual ens lavement o f up to  200 ,000
wo men and girls  fro m thro ugho ut As ia between 1938  and 1945 — that it makes  tro ubled meaning fo r all o f this  and in particular fo r
Japan's  internatio nal leadership regarding human rights  amo ng o ther things . What the UN abductee repo rt will determine remains
o pen-ended, and the intro ductio n o f an internatio nal mo nito ring co mmittee may, in fact, no t end up entirely to  Japan's  liking. This  is
what happened with the debacle surro unding Megumi's  purpo rted DNA evidence, the co ntro versy which pro duced an extremely rare
publicatio n: a s cathing edito rial in the respected internatio nal s cience jo urnal, Nature (which almo s t never has  edito rials ),
co ndemning the Japanese go vernment fo r interfering in s cientif ic inves tigatio n fo r crass  po litical ends . [4]

Internatio nal mo nito ring co mmittees  beco ming invo lved in the abductee his to ry — especially in Niigata — intro duce echo es ,
ho wever, o f a separate yet o verlapping his to ry fro m the late 1950s . The reverberatio ns  s tem fro m when members  o f the
Internatio nal Co mmittee o f the Red Cro ss  vis ited Japan to  help o rganize and legitimate the planned remo val o f Ko reans  in Japan to
No rth Ko rea. At that time, as  a result o f effo rts  between ICRC o fficials  and a small number o f Japanese and No rth Ko rean po liticians ,
o ver 93,000  peo ple left Japan fro m Niigata and travelled to  Wo nsan, No rth Ko rea to  take part in the "Great Patriatio n o f the
Fatherland" s cheme that las ted fro m 1959  to  1984. [5]

They were never able to  leave No rth Ko rea, and o nly to day have the inner wo rkings  o f this  his to ry begun to  co me to  light, rais ing
ques tio ns  fro m "who  knew what when?" to  "did ethnic cleans ing really take place in po s twar Japan?" And, mo s t press ingly, with
s to ries  fro m recent No rth Ko rean refugees  in Japan "can anything be do ne to  help tho se s till alive and wanting to  get o ut?" In sho rt,
everything abo ut this  his to ry makes  even the wo rd "Niigata" reso nate s trangely in the Ko rean co mmunity in Japan.

When the "Patriatio n" pro gram ceased in 1984, the Niigata ferry service co ntinued as  a passenger and light cargo  ship. To day,
ho wever, the berth where the ship mo o red in Niigata s its  empty. There is  no  tangible evidence that the ferry and the abducted
Japanese are o f a piece, yet when the abductee s to ry bro ke in 2002 in Japan, the surro unding maels tro m swept the bo at and its
his to ry into  its  mids t. Many o f the kidnap victims  disappeared alo ng the Japan Sea co as t, and, mo reo ver, Megumi disappeared within
the city itself where a banner flies  at all times  o n city hall pro mis ing never to  fo rget her. In 2002, o vernight the Niigata ferry became
o ne with the kidnapping o f Japanese, its  separately sad his to ry mo o t, and in this  co ntext, the city's  name reso nates  hard no w
everywhere in Japan.

On December 14, 2009  in a relentless  rain, abo ut seventy peo ple gathered at the end o f a no n-descript pier at the city's  majo r
do wnto wn po rt to  mark 50  years  s ince the departure o f the firs t ferrybo at leaving Japan fo r No rth Ko rea. In 1959, 975 peo ple
bo arded a So viet-flagged ship that day and sailed fro m Niigata to  great fanfare and publicity. 92,365 o thers  wo uld fo llo w, with mo s t
leaving Japan during the pro gram's  firs t few years . After the pro gram ended, the service co ntinued regularly, and thro ugho ut – firs t
with the So viet "Kurilio n" and then the No rth Ko rean "Mangyo nbo ng" — the ships  co ursed a well-kno wn ro ute.

Niigata was , after all, the main exit po rt fo r Japanese settlers  and
so ldiers  to  Manchuria, the "Gateway to  As ia" as  it became kno wn.
Many fo llo wed the Jo etsu trunk line fro m To kyo  in their travels , a
new ro ute which o pened fo r bus iness  o n September 1, 1931 two
weeks  befo re the Mukden incident. Hundreds  o f tho usands  wo uld
fo llo w its  path fro m To kyo  to  Niigata and o n to  Wo nsan, Ch'o ngjin,
o r Najin o n the no rtheas tern Ko rean co as t and then mo ve inland.
Niigata's  ferry ro utes  thus  became the vital co nnectio n between the
empire's  center (To kyo ) and "Shinkyo " (New Capital) o f Manchukuo ,
as  Changchun was  expectantly renamed, and, in 1938  when a
Japanese jo int co mmercial venture launched the "Gassan" liner fro m
Niigata harbo r, it was  the larges t ship o n the Sea o f Japan, mo ving
tho usands  upo n tho usands  back and fo rth.

After Augus t 1945, so me Japanese fleeing the co ntinent arrived in
Japan via Niigata, but mo s t Ko reans  leaving Japan travelled fro m
Shimo no seki in the so uth to  Busan. The Americans  ran the sho w,
after all, and Busan was  under their co mmand, while Wo nsan was
no t. The firs t regular service to  resume between Japan and no rthern
Ko rea was  the 1959  repatriatio n ferry, meaning that it began a
mo nth befo re the revised US-Japan Security Treaty was  s igned, the

terms  o f which gripped Japan in America's  anti-co mmunis t embrace even mo re tightly than the earlier vers io n. As  a result, the Niigata
bo at to  No rth Ko rea was  a perpetual ques tio n mark co urs ing back and fo rth ato p water effectively o wned by the United States  Navy
with American and So viet submarines  chas ing each o ther underneath. Thro ugho ut mo s t o f this  time, the ship to  No rth Ko rea itself
drew little reactio n in Japan — negative o r o therwise — altho ugh the Niigata-Japanese No rth Ko rean Return Ass is tance Asso ciatio n
tried hard to  give it a place o f pride, regularly to uring the city's  s cho o lchildren and ladies ' asso ciatio ns  abo ard the ship, ho lding
fes tive and well-do cumented parties  fo r tho se leaving Japan (reco rding the res taurant, the menu, who  attended, whether they wo re
traditio nal Ko rean dress  o r Wes tern fashio ns ), and marking the ship's  co mmemo rative mo ments  (10 ,000th passenger, 50 ,000th,
15th year) with banners  and po s ters  hung thro ugho ut the city's  do wnto wn area. In sho rt, no  o ne in Niigata appeared to  feel that
there was  anything to  hide o r fear abo ut any o f it.

No ticeably, co nditio ns  changed as  superpo wer tens io ns  escalated regio nal alarms  during the 1980s  which helped terminate the
exo dus  scheme, meaning also  that the ferry then became the so le means  by which peo ple o f Ko rean ethnicity in Japan co uld vis it
No rth Ko rea o r send wo rd o r mo ney to  relatives  there. Gradually, the ship itself drew mo re no tice, o ften unwelco me, and at the end
o f the 1990s  when Kim Jo ng-il launched a series  o f miss ile tes ts  in the Sea o f Japan, the ferry, its  passengers , and its  suppo rters



Sailing t o  Manchukuo  (po st er)

became targets  o f
o pen attack, including
the face-s lashing
assault o f Niigata
Go verno r Hirayama
Ikuo  in December
1998. [6] The
abductio n revelatio ns
upped the ante even
further, and extremis t-
backed o r led pro tes ts
frequently interrupted
the ferry's  service,
which finally shut do wn
after No rth Ko rea's  July
2006  miss ile tes t.
To day, a bo ld-faced
s ign at the immigratio n
bureau at Niigata's
airpo rt s tates  that
ballis tic miss iles  are
respo ns ible fo r
dis co ntinued passage
between the co untries ,
altho ugh po pular
perceptio n thro ugho ut
Japan wo uld add a large
do se o f the abductee
s to ry, making any
remembrance o f the
ferry's  his to ry diff icult
to  carry o ff.

We Wo n’t  Fo rget
t he Day

At December 2009 's
"We Wo n't Fo rget the
Day" ferry
co mmemo ratio n,
almo s t all o f this
his to ry was  absent. In
co ntras t to  the citywide
celebratio ns  that
launched the firs t ship
in 1959, a so mber
reso lve prevailed at its
50 th anniversary with

the ceremo ny's  regis tered participants  filing thro ugh the do ck's  security gate fo r an ID check. Only a handful o f lo cals  were there,
mo s t o f the participants  having traveled to gether fro m To kyo  that mo rning by train (o n the Jo etsu line). They wo uld return there
immediately afterwards . Things  began with a small wo man in her 60s  speaking elo quently thro ugh angry tears  in the s lanting rain
abo ut her lo s t family and her lo s t exis tence. The event's  o rganizer read fro m a letter he had delivered to  the cabinet minis ter
respo ns ible fo r abductio n matters , Nakai Hiro shi (bo rn, incidentally, in Changchun), who  wo uld hand it to  Prime Minis ter Hato yama.
Three large and po werfully vo iced mo nks  into ned the dead and miss ing, s tanding at the edge o f the pier to  get clo ser to  No rth Ko rea
to  do  so , and a famo us  dancer fro m So uth Ko rea exo rcised the space, acco mpanied by plaintive drums  and flutes . Everyo ne threw
white carnatio ns  into  the sea, and I prayed alo ngs ide a friend fo r his  father's  bro ther who  might s till be alive but no  o ne really knew.

The s implicity o f the ho ur-lo ng event no twiths tanding, the gro up's  letter to  Prime Minis ter Hato yama tells  a his to ry that departs  so
radically fro m the o nly narrative in play to day — the abductees  as  the sum to tal o f Japan's  relatio ns  with No rth Ko rea — that it will be
difficult if no t impo ss ible fo r it to  gain the so cial tractio n its  co ntents  require. The letter no netheless  demo ns trates  sharp po litical
acumen, ho ned by pro fo und wo rry and daily o s tracism. It reveals , to o , ho w o fficial Japan has  lo ng failed its  peo ple:

To : Prime Minis ter Hato yama Yukio

Subject: Japanese-No rth Ko rean Diplo macy fo r the Return o f "Japanese Wives "

On December 14, 1959 , the firs t repatriatio n ship departed Niigata harbo r fo r Wo nsan, No rth Ko rea carrying 975
Ko rean res idents  o f Japan and their Japanese wives . Fro m that day until 1984, a to tal o f 93,340  peo ple cro ssed the
Sea o f Japan as  part o f the No rth Ko rean Repatriatio n Plan. 50  years  have passed, and tho se who  have returned are
invo lved in helping o thers  co me to  Japan. At present, abo ut 200  have fled No rth Ko rea and have entered Japan,
including 6  Japanese wives ...Fo r the mo s t part, the 1831 Japanese wives , who  were never allo wed back to  Japan and
were fo rced to  beco me No rth Ko rean co mrades  despite having Japanese citizenship, have died meaningless  deaths
witho ut having their wish fulfilled to  return to  their ances tral land.

...We seek the release o f all tho se trapped in No rth Ko rea as  a result o f the repatriatio n pro gram. At present, o ver
100  "Japanese wives " are tho ught to  be alive in No rth Ko rea. They are in their 70s  and 80s  and believe that, "While
we are alive, the Japanese go vernment will surely help us ." ...Fo r Japan to  pro ceed success fully in s teps  to  no rmalize
with No rth Ko rea it mus t firs t guarantee the safe departure o f all Japanese there. Once No rth Ko rea has  guaranteed
the departure o f all Japanese, then we will reso lve the Japanese abductee pro blem to gether with the "Japanese
wives " pro blem.

The wo rld is  o utraged by the No rth Ko rean abductio n o f Japanese. The internatio nal co mmunity's  co ncern wo uld o nly
heighten if it were made aware o f the "Japanese wives " who m No rth Ko rea has  refused to  let leave fo r 50  years .



There is  but a little time left fo r tho se who  are s till alive...This  is  an urgent matter o f pro tecting Japanese peo ple.

Sakanaka Hideno ri, Chair

Japan Immigratio n Po licy Ins titute

Sakanaka and tho se who  gathered with him in Niigata co uld have sent a very different letter to  Hato yama. They co uld have
demanded, fo r example, full dis clo sure fro m the Japanese go vernment abo ut its  ro le in the repatriatio n scheme which wo rked to
shed Japan o f ro ughly o ne hundred tho usand peo ple o f Ko rean o rigin that o fficials  saw as  so cially undes irable. Or, they co uld have
demanded a full acco unting o f ho w tho se who  went to  No rth Ko rea fro m Japan go t to  Japan in the firs t place. They co uld have
alluded to  pro mises  that returnees  wo uld be allo wed to  travel freely to  Japan after three years . They co uld also  have asked the
go vernment to  inves tigate the o ngo ing attacks  agains t their members .

All these demands  wo uld have fallen flat, ho wever, and wo uld have further marked tho se determined to  remember the ferry's  his to ry
as  no t Japanese. Tellingly, the gro up can bring its  his to ry into  the o pen by fo cus ing o n the unques tio nably Japanese victims  — and
elderly female o nes  at that — o f what any United Natio ns  inves tigating co mmittee wo uld surely determine to  be numero us  and
repeated vio latio ns  o f individual rights  invo lving the go vernments  o f No rth Ko rea and Japan (and perhaps  the Internatio nal
Co mmittee o f the Red Cro ss  which suppo rted the repatriatio n), mentio ning also  a des ire to  "seek the release o f all tho se trapped."
The pro blem, o f co urse, is  that sho uld the go vernment o f Japan address  this  fact o f its  20 th century experience as  his to ry, it wo uld
s imultaneo us ly have to  address  the very demands  that the gro up did no t mentio n, tho se pertaining to  the rights  o f Ko reans
repatriated fro m Japan. On to p o f that, it wo uld find itself do ing what his to ry do es : leading fro m o ne s to ry to  ano ther until a
radically different 20 th century came into  being as  the natio n's  mo dern pas t in which, amo ng o ther things , Japan's  po s t-1945
eco no mic pro wess  canno t be severed fro m its  pre-1945 his to ry o f s lave labo r.

The o nly language spo ken at the ferry's  memo rial event was  Japanese, several "aigo s " fro m the Ko rean shaman dancer
no twiths tanding. The peo ple, ho wever, were remarkably diverse by Japanese s tandards  bringing much o f the pro blem o f being
Japanese to  the fo re, made all the mo re po ignant by the gro up's  pleading fo r their co llective pas t thro ugh the bo dies  o f the
Japanese wives  caught in its  mids t, wo men who  were mo thers  to  several participants . Gathered o n Niigata's  co ld pier were res ident
Ko reans  o f Japan naturalized as  Japanese, res ident Ko reans  o f Japan with well-kno wn ties  to  So uth Ko rea, and res ident Ko reans  o f
Japan with well-kno wn ties  to  No rth Ko rea, as  well as  res ident Ko reans  o f Japan with ties  to  bo th who  co uld be described o nly,
ho wever, as  apo litical, making it clear why many Ko reans  in Japan prefer no w to  be called "Co rean" rather than "res ident" this  o r that.
There were so me very pro minent Japanese activis ts , and pro fesso rs , and the very big mo nks  as  well. I was  there, and there were also
so me shy yo ung wo men who  s to o d o ut because they were much mo re co nservatively dressed than o thers  their age in the mix. Finally
I unders to o d. These wo men had escaped No rth Ko rea; so me were the children o f returnees , and o thers  were their friends .

Likely this  all is  part o f the genius  o f the memo rial event's  o rganizer, Sakanaka Hideno ri. Lo ng a renegade within the Minis try o f
Jus tice, Sakanaka retired in 2005 after 35 years  o f dis tinguished go vernment service during which he wo rked extens ively with Japan's
Ko rean co mmunity. This , he maintained in the letter to  Hato yama, gave him the autho rity to  speak fo r the gro up, especially when
co mbined with his  current effo rts  o n behalf o f No rth Ko rean refugees  in Japan. His  preference fo r inclus ive actio n and fo r keeping
things  fo cused o n the present is  o ne with his  2005 bo o k: Immigration Battle Diary. [7] In that, his  answer to  to day's  "whither Japan?"
ques tio n is  s imple: it is  either a "small" o r "big" co untry, depending entirely o n what its  leaders  decide immediately fo r the meaning
o f being Japanese which they mus t decide so lely thro ugh immigratio n po licy. Labeled "Do o msday" by so me, Sakanaka's  explanatio n
is  clear: a "small" Japan is  a pleasant if inward-lo o king co untry 50  years  hence that leaders  have allo wed to  decline alo ng current
repro ductio n rates  fro m its  present 127 millio n to  80  millio n peo ple: read so mething so rt o f Scandinavian with miso  so up and
yakizakana fo r supper, helping o ut with victims  o f the o ccas io nal earthquake. "Big" Japan is  equally unambiguo us: 50  years  fro m
no w it is  a gro wing and vibrant natio n o f 180  millio n with a so lid and fo rward-lo o king glo bal po s ture. To  achieve the latter (which is ,
o f co urse, ho w many who  advo cate a "s tro ng" Japan already describe it) Japan mus t radically change the co untry's  immigratio n and
naturalizatio n po licies  and accept no  fewer than 20  millio n peo ple fro m o uts ide and make it so cially po ss ible fo r them to  be
Japanese (which is , o f co urse, no t at all ho w anyo ne already describes  Japan). In sho rt, Sakanaka argues  that Japan's  leaders  mus t
make so cial integratio n po ss ible fo r tho se who  differ fro m pre-co nceived and widely fo s tered ideas  o f Japanese-ness  and
reo rganize what Japanese so ciety has  co me to  believe abo ut being a natio nal bo dy. This , in no  small part, res ts  o n kno wing and
co ming to  grips  with Japan's  recent pas t.

T he Japanese Empero r and Ko rea

In September 2009, So uth Ko rean Pres ident Lee Myung-bak marked the Japanese Demo cratic Party's  his to ry-making win by inviting
Empero r Akihito  to  Ko rea during the 2010  centennial as  well as  extending his  co ngratulatio ns  to  Hato yama Yukio . Lee was
reiterating many earlier invitatio ns  to  Akihito  — begun firs t in 1986  when he was  cro wn prince recipro cating his  ho s ting then-
Pres ident Chun Do o -hwan — as  well as  trying to  plumb the meaning o f recently elected Prime Minis ter Hato yama's  much vaunted
Eas t As ian Co mmunity.

Two  things  are pretty clear as  far as  Ko rea and the empero r o f Japan go : firs t, Ko rean o fficials  see no  reaso n why Ko rea sho uld be
seco nd s tring to  China in terms  o f ho s ting an imperial vis it, which has  remained the case s ince 1992. Seco nd, it has  been pretty
clear to  all Ko reans  s ince the jo int Wo rld Cup so ccer games  where the empero r s tands  vis -à-vis  the prime minis ter regardless  o f the
co ns titutio n, making the empero r's  place in the reco nciliatio n pro blem clear. I'm no t a rabid so ccer fan, but the late spring day in
1996  when the success  o f Japan and Ko rea's  jo int bid fo r the Wo rld Cup hit the newss tands  remains  a s tro ng memo ry. Walking
thro ugh the Ikebukuro  train s tatio n in To kyo  after s ix o r seven ho urs  in the Rikkyo  Univers ity archives , I was  bes ieged by a swirl o f
characters  cro ss ing the evening papers : "Japan/Ko rea/Empero r/Ceremo ny/Assass inatio n." I had to  s to p walking to  decide whether I
was  in 1910  o r the then present and then read to  unders tand that lo cal elatio n o ver "winning" the so ccer bid fo r Japan was  tempered
by the "what to  do  with the empero r?" pro blem in its  mix. Ho w co uld the empero r attend the head o f s tate functio ns  in Ko rea given
the co untries ' o pen animo s ities? In 2002, Japan's  Fo reign Minis try finally said no  to  the empero r attending the o pening ceremo nies
in Seo ul — what with then Prime Minis ter Ko izumi Junichiro 's  lo ve o f Yasukuni derailing Japan and So uth Ko rea's  expens ively planned
"Year o f Friendship." Nevertheless , during the clo s ing ceremo nies  o uts ide To kyo  the empero r and empress  jo ined So uth Ko rean
Pres ident and Mrs . Kim Dae-jung in the head o f s tate bo x while Prime Minis ter Ko izumi sat several ro ws  back with German Chancello r
Gerhard Schro der (who m Ko izumi asked at the las t minute to  jo in him les t he appear so  ho peless ly seco nd fiddle and dateless  to
the glo bal viewing audience).

The 100th anniversary o f Japan's  failed co lo nizatio n o f Ko rea brings  to  the fo re numero us  pro blems  o f Japanese natio nal definitio n
wrapped into  his to ries  o f was ted lives  and uncertainty o ver who m to  describe as  Japanese. It is  impo rtant to  recall that an argument
o ver the Japanese empero r launched the mo dern his to ry o f invo lvement between Japan and Ko rea, and, arguably, Japan's  imperialis t
expans io n writ large. The 1873 po litical turmo il in Japan — splendidly kno wn as  the "Co nquer Ko rea Debates " — revo lved aro und
co mpeting Japanese views  o ver ho w to  respo nd to  Ko rea's  refusal to  accept Japan's  claim that the newly ins talled Empero r Meiji was
no w o n a par with China's  So n o f Heaven and was , therefo re, abo ve the lesser Ko rean king (who  had been the To kugawa sho gun's
equal until Meiji's  emissaries  arrived with all this  info rmatio n). The 1910  annexatio n o f Ko rea came abo ut as  a result o f ho w this
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debate played o ut o ver the next few decades , bringing us  to  the centennial to day.

In January 2010, a lo w-budget theater pro ductio n in To kyo  gave new life to  the late 19 th and early 20 th century decades . Befo re
heading into  the terrain o ccupied to day by peo ple wanting to  take Japan backwards , it is  impo rtant to  no tice ho w a very different
small mino rity in Japan began this  anniversary year thinking abo ut rulers  and ruled and the his to ry o f Japan and Ko rea. Fro m January
20-24, the lo ng-es tablished Co rean tro upe, Shinjuku Ryo zanpaku, s taged a perfo rmance o f Ko rean playwright O T'aeso k's  1994,
"To raji" (Bellf lo wer) in a basement black bo x in Shinjuku called the Tiny Iris . The play tracks  Japan's  takeo ver o f Ko rea between an
incident in 1882 which bro ught Japanese and Chinese tro o ps  into  the Ko rean co urt right up thro ugh the 1910  annexatio n, centering
its  actio n o n the co urt and especially the assass inatio n o f Queen Min and the fo rced abdicatio n o f Ko rean Empero r Ko jo ng, and,
ultimately the surrender o f the ro yal seals  to  the victo rio us  Japanese co lo nizers . In sho rt, fo r Ko reans  it is  a play-by-play o f
s cho o lchildren's  required his to ry. The sheer ingenuity o f the Ryo zanpaku perfo rmance lay in do ing it in Japan, in Japanese. The
tro upe's  cus to mary pyro technics  and mo re-naked-than-Hair s cenes  were great, but in many ways , the real marvel was  telling the
s to ry at all. The audience hung o n every turn.

Shinjuku Ryo zanpaku's  Directo r Kim Sujin has  lo ng pro duced avant-garde s to ries  o f the interwo ven realities  o f Japanese and Ko rean
mo dern lives . The spectacle's  final thrus t made real the two  parts  o f to day's  who le with s imple brilliance. The increas ingly feckless
and increas ingly parano id Ko jo ng despairing o f his  disappearing po wers  in Japanese in a cramped, Shinjuku basement blended the
his to ry that bro ught do wn Ko rea in 1910  into  Japan in 1945 when Hiro hito  grasped at his  o wn thro ne even as  advisers  urged him to
abdicate. [8 ]

T he Neo nat io nalist  respo nse t o  Ko reans in Japan: T he Zait o kukai

Carto o nis t/pundit/self-aggrandizer Ko bayashi Yo shino ri is  no t news , no r is  he the intellectual lynchpin o f tho se who  want a "s tro ng"
empero r in Japan to day. Yet he has  mass  appeal, and he has  no w raised a generatio n in his  wake who  have either learned his to ry
fro m him, o r, wo rse, have learned to  tell his to ry the way he do es  because it wo rks  and it sells . Ko bayashi in January 2010  jo ined
to day's  "Stro ng" empero r/"No  empero r to  Ko rea!" mo ment with a vengeance in a special series  fo r the self-described "Internatio nal
Intelligence" magaz ine, Sapio, who se circulatio n o f ro ughly 200 ,000  co pies  fo r the January 2010  is sue was , it is  safe to  say, many
times  greater than the 200-300  peo ple who  saw "To raji" that same week. [9] Only several frames  in to  a 25-page spread, Ko bayashi
makes  his  Tea Party fo r a King pitch, s liding his  self-po rtraited image into  the middle o f a tirade o ver the unprecedented (in
Ko bayashi's  eyes ) po litical use o f the empero r in December 2009  with Chinese leader Xi Jinping, demanding, "Are we go ing to  put up
with this?" No , o f co urse "we" aren't! "So meo ne who  do esn't kno w his  his to ry and feels  no  shame wo uld make the empero r his
private po ssess io n o ut o f pure lus t fo r po wer. And this  deranged perso n, (DPJ party leader) Ozawa Ichiro , is  no w trying to  get the
empero r to  go  to  Ko rea! We mus t put a s to p to  this !"

Mo re wo rriso me than Ko bayashi, ho wever, is  a yo ung man named Sakurai Mako to  (no m de guerre, Do ro npa). Sakurai grew up under
Ko bayashi's  clo ud, and emerged o n his  o wn by capitaliz ing o n Yamamo to  Sharin's  "Hating Ko rea" manga series  (2005-present),
publishing a separate "Hating Ko rea" co mic. [10] Its  drawings  and text aim fo r an even lo wer co mmo n deno minato r than Ko bayashi
and Sharin co mbined, yet Sakurai/Do ro npa aspires  higher o ff the page. [11] On June 9 , 2007, he es tablished the Citizens  League to
Deny Res ident Fo reigners  Special Rights  (the Zaito kukai). Amo ng o ther things , the Zaito kukai urges  o pen vio lence agains t Ko reans
in Japan (and to  a lesser degree Chinese and o thers ) in an extens ive set o f Yo uTube po s tings  and regular demo ns tratio ns  in fro nt
o f go vernment buildings , newspaper o ffices , the Ko rean embassy and co nsulates , as  well as  thro ugh neighbo rho o ds  and in fro nt o f
s cho o ls . The gro up and its  leader's  s ignificance mus t no t be measured by the several tho usand who  co unt themselves  as
co ntributing members  thro ugho ut Japan but rather in their publicly is sued o rders  fo r vio lent insurrectio n and/o r military actio n
(depending o n whether the enemy is  within o r witho ut), which to gether define the "Zaito kukai" as  Japan's  fierces t and mo s t
dangero us  hate gro up to day.

As  the gro up's  self-po s ted video s  o n Yo uTube demo ns trate to  anyo ne with access  to  the internet (the po lice, fo r example),
Zaito kukai members  o penly threaten tho se they view as  impediments  to  their vis io n o f Japan. Unsurpris ingly, they target individuals
and gro ups  who  are weak within the Japanese legal sys tem by s talking and harass ing them, and trying cus to mary bullying tactics  o f
getting the victim to  thro w the firs t punch. To day, they mo s t vicio us ly zero  o n a small gro up o f elderly ethnic Ko reans  living in an
enclave no rth o f Kyo to , called Uto ro . The 200  o r so  remaining res idents  o f Uto ro  descend fro m mo re than 1300  Ko reans  bro ught
there in 1940  by the Japanese go vernment to  build a military air s trip that was  abando ned in 1945. The fo rsaken Ko reans  turned to
the land firs t to  sus tain themselves , which the auto  giant Nis san technically o wned, firs t as  a wartime airplane manufacturer then
refashio ned fo r car manufacture, where many o f Uto ro 's  res idents  also  wo rked. The co mpany so ld the land in 1987, and the new
o wner demanded the res idents ' evictio n fro m the 5 acre plo t where they had lo ng lived, filing a series  o f lawsuits  that wo und up in
2000  in Japan's  supreme co urt which declared Uto ro 's  inhabitants  illegal squatters  witho ut rights  o r papers . The aging Ko reans
s tayed o n, vo wing to  ho no r their parents ' hardship and to  "die under their ho uses" if need be. [12]

Fo r Zaito kukai members , many o f who m were no t bo rn when the lawsuits
began in 1987, Uto ro 's  res idents  are o bvio us  prey, and in a December 2009
video  clip, they sho w o thers  what to  do : to  the tune o f "Clap fo r the Killers ,"
lo cal Zaito kukai leaders  blo ck o ut the area o n a map and dis tribute
threatening leaflets  into  res idents ' mailbo xes  in ways  sho ckingly evo cative o f
the Hitler Yo uth brigades  o r the American Ku Klux Klan. This  apparently pro ud
display o f what to  do  with the internet o nly builds , ho wever, o n a series  o f
video s  po s ted in December 2008  in which Do ro npa leads  his  fo llo wers  as  well
as  so me o f their very yo ung children thro ugh the res idents ' neighbo rho o d
armed with their co ns titutio nally guaranteed rights  to  wave the no w natio nal
flag and speak freely, even hate speech yelled thro ugh megapho nes . [13]

Co ns is tent with the gro up's  general belief that Ko reans  are to  blame fo r all
things  wro ng in Japan, the Zaito kukai s tands  ardently o ppo sed to day to  any
talk o f the Japanese empero r vis iting Ko rea. Their "No  empero r to  Ko rea!"
rallying cry is , mo reo ver, tightly wo und into  the mo s t pro vo cative area o f
relatio ns  with Ko rea, at leas t fo r Ko reans: the territo rial dispute between the
co untries  abo ut is lands  kno wn in Japanese as  Takeshima and in Ko rean as

Do kdo . The Zaito kukai's  call was  lo udly pro claimed at its  February 2010  demo ns tratio ns  thro ugho ut Japan: "No  empero r to  Ko rea!
Take back Takeshima fro m Ko rea by fo rce! Pro tes t no w! The Japanese go vernment mus t take back Takeshima by fo rce and even
military po wer! The empero r will go  to  Ko rea o nly when Takeshima is  returned!" One immediately no ticeable feature o f the
Zaito kukai cry is  tying the empero r o f Japan to  the mundane wo rld o f territo ry. Acro ss  time in the place no w called Japan, the term
"tenno " no ticeably differed fro m o ther rulers  (especially, eventually fro m Euro pean co unterparts ) in never having specific lands
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attached to  the title.
Co nditio ning an imperial vis it to
Ko rea to day o n Japan's  assured
co ntro l o f the disputed is lands
blends  to gether the bro ader
pass io n in current Japanese
natio nalism to  expand its
bo rders  and to  have Japan take
pro active military actio n.
Co mbined, this  wo uld bring the
empero r and Japan back to  the
Pruss ian mo del so  helpful in the
1870s .

Defining t he Nat io nal Space

The mo s t po tent feature acro ss  a
wide spectrum o f Japanese
dis cuss io ns  abo ut the natio n
to day is , ho wever, neither the
empero r no r who  o r what is
Japanese. The s tro nges t binding
fo rce is  a fo cus  o n space, o n the
shape o f Japan. A century ago ,
Japanese leaders  engaged Japan
with imperialism's  "Great Game"
and co nquered o verseas
territo ries  to  expand the is land
natio n into  a co ntinental empire.
No w, ho wever, Japan's  definers
seek ins tead to  emphas ize the
natio n's  reach in terms  o f the
o ceans  that surro und it. In 1952,
the American-drawn San
Francis co  Treaty at o nce
redefined Japan as  a so vereign
natio n (co ntingent, o f co urse, o n
the presence o f American tro o ps

and bases ) and redrew the co untry's  limits  to  ro ughly the same dimens io ns  that had appeared o n maps  when Admiral Perry set sail
in 1852, save fo r the sure additio n o f Ho kkaido . During the fo llo wing decades  o f eco no mic rebirth, fo r many the co untry's  is land
nature became useful fo r explaining Japan's  catas tro phic defeat in 1945, the natio n's  inherent weakness . Recently, ho wever, the idea
o f is land Japan as  a so urce o f s trength has  re-emerged, the trick no w being to  secure so lid and maximized definitio ns  fo r the
o ceans  aro und it, o dd as  it is  that internatio nal law defines  water as  territo ry. A preo ccupatio n with natio nal space thus  has
surfaced, with so me taking pride that Japan's  territo rial o ceans  make it the wo rld's  6 th o r 7th larges t co untry, and o thers  pleased
that a s tretched o ut measurement o f the co as tline wo uld make Japan o ne and a half times  bigger than America and twice as  large as
China. [14]

Interes ting as  all o f this  is  co nceptually, at o nce it pro duces  two  immediate and diff icult s ide effects  during this  centennial year o f
Ko rea's  annexatio n: firs t, time, that o ther all-impo rtant co mpo nent in defining a natio n, has  fallen to  a dis tant seco nd place,
co mpo unding pro blems  in explo ring Japan's  pas t pro ductively fo r the present. Seco nd, the vo latile territo rial dispute o ver the
is lands  co ntes ted with Ko rea lands  right in the middle o f this  co nditio n, meaning that tho se who  champio n the is lands ' cause fo r
Japan make their arguments  thro ugh the lens  o f the natio n's  currently perceived bo undaries , regardless  o f the his to ry invo lved.
Simply put, the is lands  are a speck o f territo ry that the American architects  o f the San Francis co  Treaty intentio nally left
undes ignated — being useful to  America's  then-present interes ts  in the middle o f the Ko rean War — and altho ugh the metho ds  o f
So uth Ko rea's  1952 o ccupatio n o f them was  o f a piece with its  dictato rial practices , Japan's  claim no w that they became Japan's  in
1905 and therefo re are Japan's  to day is  bizarre, given to  the dispo s itio n o f the res t o f the empire. [15]

On December 25, 2009 , Japan's  Minis try o f Educatio n presented its  high scho o l curricular guidelines  fo r his to ry and geo graphy. It
was  easy fo r repo rters  to  kno w where to  lo o k fo r a ho o k because To kyo 's  middle s cho o l guidelines  had generated subs tantial
fracas  with Seo ul when they were released in 2008, firmly declaring fo r the firs t time that the is lands  are "under Japanese
so vereignty." Fo r all the widely to uted era o f new po litics  that Hato yama's  victo ry ushered in, ho w wo uld his  go vernment handle this
matter? Surely it wo uld have to  differ fro m the LDP's  po s itio n which had hardened perceptibly beginning in 2005 with then-educatio n
minis ter Narayama Nariaki's  pro vo catio ns  and the leadership's  o pen appro val o f a ho liday co mmemo rating the is lets ’ inco rpo ratio n
into  the lo ng-vanished Japanese empire. What wo uld the DJP do ?

In an act o f brazen avo idance, Japan's  new high scho o l curricular o utline was  blank o n this  ho ttes t o f all to pics  between Japan and
Ko rea. On December 25, Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirano  Hiro fumi wo rked to  dispel no tio ns  that Japan's  new leadership based its
decis io n to  write no thing o n fears  o f Ko rean reactio n: "These are textbo o ks  fo r Japan," he said, "Diplo matic co ns ideratio ns  are
irrelevant." [16] Educatio n Minis ter Kawabata Tatsuo  denied that there was  anything to  no tice, adding, ho wever, that, "Takeshima is
o ur territo ry," while his  Vice Minis ter Suzuki Kan gave the eyebro w rais ing explanatio n that the wo rd "Takeshima" (a two  character
Chinese co mpo und) was  no t included in the published guidelines  to  make it sho rter and mo re o pen to  teachers ' dis cretio n. Kan's
assertio n is  transparently dis ingenuo us  as  the "Ho ppo  Ryo do ," the is lands  disputed with Russ ia that are fo ur characters  lo ng are
included, and, mo reo ver, the guidelines  ins truct teachers  to  "co ntinue teaching the same co ntent that s tudents  learn in middle
scho o l" who se curriculum describes  the is lands  as  Japan's . Edito rials  flo wed in the fo llo wing days , with the Yo miuri dro pping the
gauntlet, "Do  it, call it Takeshima," and the Asahi demurring, "Let's  ho pe fo r go o d teachers ". [17] Meanwhile, Mizo guchi Zembe, the
fiery go verno r o f Shimane Prefecture which claims  the is lands , repeatedly sho o k his  head to  repo rters , gro wling into  televis io n
cameras  that it was  "extremely regrettable" to  fail to  mentio n Takeshima's  name, and So uth Ko rea's  Fo reign Minis try summo ned the
Japanese ambassado r fo r a reprimand o ver the is lands ' lack o f mentio n as  Ko rean territo ry. [18]

On February 22, 2010 , the city o f Matsue o n the Japan Sea co as t in so uthwes tern Japan celebrated the 5th anniversary o f
"Takeshima Day." Matsue is  the capital o f Shimane Prefecture, o ne o f Japan's  po o res t and traditio nally mo s t paro chial regio ns .
Regardless  o f natio nal o r internatio nal maps  o r realities , Shimane has  co ntinued to  claim the is lands  in Japan's  name thro ugho ut
the po s t-1945 era based o n their 1905 inco rpo ratio n into  Japan's  then-gro wing empire. Never mind ho w the war turned o ut. During
the pas t decade o r so , Shimane's  calls  that To kyo  assert itself mo re pro actively o ver the ques tio n o f these is lands  have co ntinued
to  intens ify, and to  celebrate the 1905 centennial, the regio nal assembly launched a ho liday in its  name. Like vario us  Do kdo
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co unterparts  in So uth Ko rea, it also  set up an archive in a go vernment o ffice building and es tablished a research gro up to  gather
materials  to  pro ve the is lands  Japanese. On "Takeshima Day" 2010, in revealing parallels  to  December's  din o ver the high scho o l
guidelines , Go verno r Mizo guchi gave a thumping speech urging Japanese all o ver the co untry to  pay as  much attentio n to  the is lands
as  Ko reans: "We canno t let o ur co nscio usness  o f the is lands  fail us !!" while the To kyo  headquarters  o f the LDP, o ut fo r blo o d in the
July 2010  electio ns , dispatched a reco rd ten o f its  parliamentarians  to  pro mise that the is lands  were "Japan's ." The po inted-to ngued
po liticians  s to o d o n to p o f a little white LDP van co vered with the party's  lo s ing 2009  s lo gan, "Firs t things  firs t: the eco no my!" and
co mplained abo ut Hato yama's  handling o f Ko rean affairs  and Okinawa in the same breath. Fo r its  part, the ruling DJP s teered clear
o f to wn that day, even tho ugh party leader Ozawa Ichiro  had been there the day befo re, and the Fo reign Minis try declined invitatio ns
to  vario us  ceremo nies . The same So uth Ko rean parliamentarian who  several years  ago  tried to  cut o ff his  finger in pro tes t o f the
Shimane ho liday arrived with several friends  and his  finger intact and a banner to  pro claim that "Do kdo  has  always  been Ko rean
territo ry and always  will be!" while a res ident Ko rean gro up o rganized a teach-in at a nearby scho o l, and a jo int gro up o f Japanese
and Ko rean pacifis ts  prayed fo r peace at nearby Izumo  Shrine.

Japan's  natio nal, regio nal, and lo cal newspapers  and televis io n repo rted all o f this  while making little o r no  mentio n o f the mo s t
o bvio us  feature o f "Takeshima Day" o n the gro und: the appearance o f 6  o r 7 far-right po litical parties  and splinter gro ups  circling
to wn in their hate trucks  fo r two  days , snarling traffic and making lo ts  o f unpleasant, no isy demands . White-helmeted po licemen had
no t been prepared to  greet their arrival o n February 21s t but were po s itio ned early in the mo rning o f the 22nd at each co rner o f the
his to ric cas tle to wn's  o uter mo at traffic lo o p. When the little red to uris t tro lley bus  that my so n and I ro de to  s ightsee that day
ro unded the co rner in fro nt o f the prefectural assembly building, the 20  o r so  o ther passengers  let o ut a co llective, "Ahhhh." Seeing
the large white and blue po lice bus  with flashing red lights  surro unded by rio t po lice, I tho ught, "Go o d. Peo ple do  care abo ut this ,"
o nly immediately to  unders tand that the gro up's  "Ahhhh" came fro m seeing the beautiful 1611 cas tle in the dis tance. Meanwhile, my
4 year-o ld was  clearly and lo udly exclaiming, "Mo m, lo o k at all the co ps ! Lo o k at the bus ! Mo m! MAMA! Lo o k at the co ps ! Why are they
here?" Why indeed and ho w was  it po ss ible fo r everyo ne else o n the bus  to  lo o k s ilently thro ugh the present and ackno wledge o nly
a perfectly manicured pas t?

Later that day, the To kugawa-era co s tumed to ur bo at driver gave me so me ho pe. Our bo at went under the to wn's  main bridge jus t as
o ne o f the hate gro up's  trucks  cruised o verhead in full shriek. Their no ise dro wned him o ut, and go o d fo rmer s cho o l teacher that he
was , he paused to  let them finish. When o ur bo at and their truck were free o f each o ther, he said s imply, "Well, it is  Shimane
Prefecture's  Takeshima Day. The right wing guys  sho w up because they can," and he went back to  his  s to ries  and so ngs . Later o n,
ho wever, a deeper meaning o f this  pro blem revealed itself. My so n and I were lo o king at exhibits  and buying bo o ks  at the Takeshima
Archive Office when an unusually lo ud hate truck s lo wed to  a menacing crawl in fro nt o f the building and bello wed, "YOU IDIOTS! YOU
SHOULD BE ASHAMED! YOU SELL AWAY JAPAN WITH YOUR INCOMPETENCE! YOU IDIOTS!" The archive s taff was  vis ibly shaken, with
so me jumping up fro m their desks  and rushing to  the ro o m's  back windo ws . Two  yo ung emplo yees  walked aro und the co unter to
s tand next to  my so n, who  excitedly watched the unmarked, all-black bus  thro ugh the o ffice windo w. They to ld me they had children
the same age and jus t wanted to  ho ld his  hand.

On March 29 , 2010 , Japan's  Minis try o f Educatio n is sued the natio n's
elementary s cho o l guidelines  which named the is lands  Japanese.
[19] So uth Ko rea's  Fo reign Minis ter pro tes ted again, while Prime
Minis ter Hato yama remained s ilent. It is  do ubtful that Hato yama is
planning a surprise 100th anniversary present co me Augus t's
centennial day as  po lls  indicate that his  po pularity has  fallen sharply.
His  transparent anxiety o ver naming the natio n's  territo rial
bo undaries  with regard to  Ko rea, ho wever, do es  no thing but lay bare
the pro blem that a leader o f As ia's  mo s t po werful demo cracy canno t
utter a wo rd abo ut these empty ro cks  because they are no w such
perilo us  markers  in the co ntes t to  tell the regio n's  20 th century, o n
which the s tability and po tential o f the 21s t century wo uld appear to
res t. Any mentio n in Ko rea's  favo r wo uld call Hato yama's  Japanese-
ness  into  ques tio n and likely co s t his  party the summer's  upper
ho use electio ns  needed to  make many o f his  plans  bear fruit —
especially the so cial-eco no mic and enviro nmental o nes  — while any
definitive claim o f them fo r Japan wo uld derail the nervo us  calm in
place this  centennial year which is  vital to  make his  ho ped-fo r Eas t
As ian Co mmunity take fo rm. Pro blems  with Washingto n mo reo ver
make many o penly ques tio n whether he is  even running the co untry.
At the same time, fro m the o ther s ide o f Japan, Shimane prefecture
has  dis co vered value fo r itself by trying to  give natio nal meaning to

a prideful f ight with Ko rea in co njunctio n with a small number o f extremis ts  seeking to  secure Japan's  bo undaries  thro ugh an
imaginary pas t in which they s tand to gether with the empero r into  the future. Again, the extremis ts ' numbers  are small, yet when
helmeted po lice spend public mo ney to  pro tect demo cratically elected o fficials  who  agree with them o ver a co mmo n cause —
"Takeshima is  Japan's !" — things  are o penly o ut o f so rts  in Japan to day and, arguably, dangero us ly so .
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