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Pope Francis has wrapped up his signi!cant !ve-day 
visit to Korea and left to Vatican, but still the hope 
from his trip remains here. When we heard that three 
Gangjeong villagers were invited to the Mass for Peace 
and Reconciliation on the last day of the visit, we were 
very excited. We all pictured the scene where the Pope 
would hold hands with the villagers to give consolation. 
We hoped he would make remarks on the Jeju naval 
base during the mass, about the threat it poses to peace 
in Northeast Asia as the US and China watch each 
other and try to dominate the region. However to our 
dismay nothing like that happened. "e unexpected  
and unwanted attendance at the mass by President Park 
Geun-Hye changed the atmosphere. Secret service agents 
were all over the place at the cathedral. We couldn't raise 
our voice. In the end, the three Gangjeong villagers were 
unable to reach the Pope much less deliver their gift to 

him directly.
Disappointed but still motivated, Gangjeong 

activists decided to make an on the spot video message 
and send it to the Pope before his departure. We wanted 
to let him taste how we do things in the village. We 
chanted and sang a song for peace. Father Mun said in 
the video message to the ponti# that we, the people of 
Gangjeong thank him for giving us strength to continue 
the !ght for justice.

During the Pope's visit, the pinnacle moment in 
terms of the Gangjeong peace movement was when the 
Roman Bishop made a surprise visit to the Jesuit center 
in Seoul where he met with 4 Gangjeong Jesuits and 
praised them. His exact words can be translated as 'you 
have accomplished the most challenging duty.' Yes, the 
Pope not only knew about Gangjeong, but he understood 
exactly the meaning of the peace movement that is aimed 

at transforming Jeju Island into a non-militarized de facto 
island of world peace.

It was this January when we heard the news that 
the most respected peace messenger might come to Korea. 
At this time we started writing letters to the Vatican. 
We created a website called pope2jeju.org and the letter 
writing campaign went viral. "ousands, if not tens of 
thousands of letters from all around the world were sent 
to the Pope. Our goal was simple and clear. Convince him 
to visit Gangjeong, Miryang or other places where people 
su#er from violence, social injustice. Was our campaign 
successful? Yes. Even though the Pope didn't physically 
come to the village he showed the world that he is with us 
in spirit. "at gave me hope and strength to continue the 
resistance.



As a conservative in the ruling party became the new 
Island governor as a result of this year’s June 4th local 
election, on July 7, “!e People Working to Make Jeju the 
Demilitarized Peace Island” hosted an emergency forum 
in the City of Jeju, titled, "Where will Jeju, the Peace 
Island to be Demilitarized Go in the Era of the Won 
Hee-Ryong Island Government.'  Yang Yoon-Mo, who 
was released in April after a full term imprisonment of 1 
year and 6 months, was a main organizer of the forum.

!e forum was facilitated by Ms. Ahn Hye-Kyung 
of Arts Space C while Jeju civic group representatives 
such as Mr. Koh Chang-Geon, Mr. Kang Ho-Jin, Ms. 
Hong Ri-Ri, Mr. Oh Young-Deok, Dr. Jeong Young-
Shin, Prof. Heo Sang-Sou and Mr. Hyun Chi-Hoon 
made presentations on the following topics respectively: 
citizens’ rights, social economy, women’s rights, 
environmental policy, military base matters, Jeju natives 
living on the mainland, and youth. Discussions followed, 
the "rst being an evaluation of the June 4 local election. 

Dr. Jeong Young-Shin, who presented on the topic 
of military bases and Peace Island, pointed out that the 
truth investigation process the Won Island government 
has publically pledged to carry out to examine the truth 
about the Jeju naval base project could be used as a tool 
of immunity for government bureaucrats if not carried 
out thoroughly. He emphasized the need to verify the 
sincerity of the Island government to act urgently. In 
addition, he pointed out the need for Jeju civil society to 
conduct its own urgent self-examination, proposing a way 
forward for the Island people.

Reminding us that Jeju civil society, including 
Gangjeong Village, has demanded the realization of a 
Life and Peace Island, he proposed a future vision of Jeju 
not based on large-scale development. In the discussion, 
he expressed a strong sympathy with the proposed idea 
of 'Peace for the Sea' through inter-island solidarity, an 
expanded view from that of a 'Peace Island.' 

!e forum, in which a number of di#erent opinions 

were presented from di#erent "elds, was an important 
"rst step forward in what will be four years under a new 
conservative Island government. !e seeds of future 
progress have already been planted.



“Peace for the Sea International Peace Camp”, held from Aug 3rd to 6th in Gangjeong village, Jeju Island, aimed to build on the inter-island solidarity for peace among three islands 
of Okinawa, Taiwan, and Jeju. !ese three islands, located in East Asia, share a connected background of con"ict and face a shared systematical violence of  militarism in the region.

Around 50 participants from  Okinawa, Taiwan, and Jeju and also from  Indonesia, Hawaii, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, Spain, Unites States and mainland Korea  participated 
in this program.

Every day, the presenters from Okinawa, Taiwan and Jeju brought us di#erent but connected island stories according to di#erent topics of war bases which are causing 
environment damage historical struggle, and other aspects of US militarism. !ese participants have also joined to the daily 100 bows, the human chain activities and the Gangjeong 
dances in front of the gate of the naval base construction site. Ocean activities and sea protesting during the peace camp was a direct way to show the participants solidarity with 
Gangjeong. On the last day of peace camp, participants made a common statement of solidarity related to the base and presented it in Japanese, Chinese, Korean, and English in a 
press conference during the daily human chain activityin front of the Naval Base Construction gate. !e camp produced the following statement:

“Here in Jeju, we are furthermore inspired by the courage and integrity of those who have long opposed militarism and state violence in Okinawa and Taiwan and  other islands in 
East Asia. We share parallel backgrounds and many common experiences, and we stand in solidarity as we engage in a common struggle against anti-democratic militarism.

We also share a close kinship with the sea, and we embrace our duty to protect the right to peaceful oceans, which is our common human inheritance.
We therefore challenge the manifestations of state violence on Okinawa, Taiwan and Jeju. Given that reducing military tensions in Northeast Asia is essential to promoting peace 

throughout the world, all three islands must be demilitarized and restored to their former long-standing existence as peaceful communities at the maritime crossroads of Northeast 
Asia. For the sake of a more secure future in the region and for the world, we urgently call for a newly Demilitarized Peace Area without military bases in Okinawa, Taiwan and Jeju.”

We regard the outcome of the Peace for Sea International Peace Camp as an important steps for the demilitarization of the peace islands  in addition to the regional and world 
peace. Next year, our friends from Okinawa invite you to their islands to speak out for peace to the world with the same spirit. And then the year after to Taiwan… 





‘Remember the History of Resistance! Stop the Jeju Naval Base’
!e Gangjeong Grand March for Peace & Life was held from July 29th till August 2nd. !e theme was ‘Remember the history of resistance, Stop the Jeju naval base’. !e march 

started from Jeju Government Hall with participants from Jeju, the mainland and abroad. Participants walked a total of 68 km, passing by Hangpaduri, Saebyul Oreum and Hwasoon. 
Every day, some 300 participants walked together in rain and sweat soaked clothes all day in spite of the strong sun and a typhoon, shouting ‘No naval base!’ In particular, this year 
participants could learn about the history of resistance on Jeju by visiting several di"erent historical sites from the Goryeo Dynasty, Japanese occupation and Jeju April 3rd Massacre. 

Many of the participants had joined the two previous marches in 2012 and 2013 and joined again to continue their support for the Gangjeong struggle, believing the Jeju naval 
base construction project will be cancelled one day. In the meantime, international participants from Okinawa, New Zealand, Australia, USA, Lebanon and the UK raised their voices 
against the militarization of Jeju and the world. !e march was co-hosted by a total of 107 di"erent organizations and groups from Jeju and the mainland. At the closing event on the 
last day, Gangjeong Village Mayor, Cho Kyung-chul gave a speech in which he explained how grateful he was to everyone for their participation, for making the event so successful, 
and for their encouragement in sustaining this long struggle. Although the Grand March has ended, the struggle against the Jeju naval base is not over yet!





120 days after the sinking of the ferry, a national tragedy 
causing great pain and national introspection and among 
rash and inhumane calls from some quarters calling for 
the country to ‘move on’;  Pope Francis’ arrival seemed 
fortuitous  as it helped refocus national attention and 
bring the media spotlight right back on the harrowing 
grief of the families. !eir call for an independent and 
transparent investigation and the enactment of special 
legislation and prosecutions of those found guilty still 
falls on deaf ears. However, the catchphrase ‘the Sewol 
may have sunk but the truth will not sink’ underlines the 
determination of families and supporters alike that such 
tragedies be prevented from happening again. In the run 
up to the beati"cation ceremony on Aug 16, Fr. Mun 
Jeong-Hyeon, the Catholic Priests Association for Justice 
and religious have been engaged in a 16 day prayer fast in 

solidarity with the families protesting the government’s 
inaction. On his car parade around Gwangwhamun Pope 
Francis met with Kim Young-oh, (presently on his 38th 
day of hunger strike) the father of one of the students and 
he also complied with the heartfelt desire of Lee Ho-Jin, 
the father of another victim for baptism and proceeded to 
invite him to the enunciator in Seoul where he conducted 
the ceremony.

Apparently advised not to wear a yellow ribbon, 
which is a symbol of tribute to the Sewol victims the 
Pope replied "I cannot be impartial before such huge 
grief." !eir grief and their call for justice was in his 
heart  and his outpouring of sympathy and care for those 
deeply hurting was in marked contrast to a government 
seemingly so distant, harsh and out of touch with a 
people’s cry for justice.



August and July saw two di!erent Gangjeong and Jeju related cultural events in Seoul. 
First, the play, I-Nyeok, meaning 'you' in Jeju dialect, was performed 12 times in Seoul 
from July 24 to August 3. "e play was directed by Gangjeong activist Pang Eun-Mi and 
tells the story of Gangjeong. According to Pang:

“I was passing by Gangjeong. I witnessed a scene in which the nation in 
collusion with chaebols (conglomerates) was slaughtering Gureombi Rock which 
is itself about 30,000 years old and located in a community that has been living for 
together for 500 years. Villagers said they had been struggling for #ve years. But the 
media had been derelict of duty, so people on the mainland didn’t know at all. Just as 
in the April 3rd massacre in 1948. I couldn’t just pass by. Villagers and peace activists 
shouted and cried together, ‘Stop the construction, leave Gangjeong and Gureombi as 
they are!’ Development capital and the nation are stronger than those of us who want to 
protect nature and peace so they trample on us. In the end I made this play as a way of 
raising awareness of what is happening Gangjeong to people. I-Nyeok is a monodrama 
containing #ve di!erent roles of women who hope to lead simple and peaceful lives 
with the ocean and Gureombi…but despite their hopes being brutally destroyed by 
governmental (state) power.”

Meanwhile, Jane Jin Kaisen, a visual artist and #lmmaker born on Jeju but raised 
by an adopted family in Denmark held the #rst screening of her new #lm 'Reiterations of 
Dissent' on the 8th of August at the 14th Seoul International New Media Festival.

‘Reiterations of Dissent’ explores the suppressed history and the fragmented 
memories of the Jeju April 3rd Massacre of 1948. "rough six video narratives, Kaisen 
uncovers various underlying political motivations and portrays how di!erent aspects 
of an unreconciled trauma keep resonating in the present landscape of Jeju Island. "e 
artist explores this history though  literature, the memories of survivors and relatives, and 
through shamanistic rituals mediating between the living and the dead.

"e behavior of sweet#sh (euneo) in Gangjeong River has changed according to 
Gangjeong Young Men’s Group.

According to the report from the recent evaluation conducted by the Korean 
Navy, the number of sweet#sh living in Gangjeong river has diminished to less than a 
half that of last year. Go Jong-Hwa,  former chairman of the Gangjeong Young Men's 
Group, said that he couldn’t #nd the usual schools of #sh this time. Yoon Ho-Kyung, 
another former chairman of the same group, explained that the marine construction work 
might not be the only reason for the decline in the number of the #sh; while it is true that 
the ocean area where the #sh breed has been destroyed, there may be many other factors 
in$uencing the ecology such as the onshore environment. 

According to Yoon, “Sweet#sh eat water moss. When the number of sweet#sh 
diminishes, the water becomes contaminated. Once, agricultural pesticides leaked into 
the river and killed many sweet#sh, causing the amount of moss to increase abnormally 
and creating a rotting smell."He stressed the importance of taking immediate action and 
suggested possible actions that could be taken by villagers and activists such as building 
an arti#cial #sh-way for sweet#sh to ascend the river: 

“Every year, the Gangeong Young Men’s Group volunteer to restore the #sh-way 
and guide the #sh upstream by hand, but it’s never enough. "e #sh should be able to 
reach the upper region of the river by themselves, which is essential for maintaining their 
numbers. We must push for a project to install a proper #sh-way as soon as possible.”

Go Man-Seok, current chief of the group, said that it’s also absolutely necessary 
to come up with an original solution to prevent visitors from discharging raw wastewater. 
He urged for an installation near where Gangjeong River meets the ocean, known as 
Moetburi, to #lter the wastewater and sent it to a disposal facility, so that visitors could 
enjoy the river without polluting it.


