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With the preservation and global-awareness of Article 9 at
its core, in 2007 a fellowship of Buddhist and Christian lead-
ers held the Asia Inter-religious Conference on Article 9 of
the Japanese Peace Constitution in Tokyo at a time when
there were serious political efforts to altogether eliminate
the article in order to further militarize Japan. Organizers
never envisioned a second conference (2009 in Seoul, Ko-
rea), let alone a third one. However, in light of continued
attempts to alter or remove Article 9, to increase the strength
and range of the Japanese Self Defense Forces and, finally,
to expand the US military presence in Asia, the need for this
conference remains. The 3rd Asia Inter-religious Confer-
ence on Article 9 of the Japanese Peace Constitution was
held in Okinawa from October 4 – 7, 2011, followed by a
press conference in Tokyo on October 8.
 
Even as it was written and approved in 1947, Article 9 has
never been fully realized in Japan, in letter or in spirit, due to
the constant presence of US military forces since 1945 and
the inception of the Japanese Self Defense Forces (SDF) in
1954. And within Japan, the traditionally non-militaristic
Prefecture of Okinawa is sadly recognized as the farthest
removed from the ideals of Article 9: the islands of Okinawa
host over 70% of the U.S. Forces in Japan in a prefecture
that makes up 0.6% of Japan’s total land mass, is home to a
mere 1% of the nation’s population and is constantly ranked

Buddhists, Muslims and Christians Gather in Okinawa for the
3rd Asia Inter-religious Conference on Article 9 of the

Japanese Peace Constitution

“Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on order, the Japanese people
forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation and the threat or use of force as

means of settling international disputes.
In order to accomplish the aim of the preceding paragraph, land, sea and air forces, as
well as other war potential, will never be maintained. The right of belligerency of the

state will not be recognized.”
 —The Constitution of Japan: Article 9

as the poorest in the country. The recent increase in SDF
bases and soldiers further militarizes the land of a people
that have been trying to escape from the shadow of war and
live in peace since the end of World War II.
 
A total of 220 participants from 44 different Christian, Bud-
dhist and Islamic denominations and organizations came to
Okinawa from Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Philippines, Thailand,
Pakistan, South Africa, Switzerland, Italy, Canada and the
US. Overseas participants arrived early and with some Japa-
nese participants spent the first day and a half learning
about the history and present reality of Okinawa. They

David McIntosh and Ven. Thanomsing Kosolanavin at the
fence between Camp Schwab and Henoko.

Participants attach messages to fence at proposed site for
Henoko base.
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visited the protest encampment next to the proposed base
site, where citizens have been staging sit-ins and other forms
of peaceful protest for almost 15 years. They now await the
results of an environmental assessment conducted by the
central government that could determine base relocation.
(This is the same assessment/report to which Satoshi Tanaka,
former head of the Defense Ministry Okinawa Defense Bu-
reau, was referring when he said to a reporter who asked on
November 28 about the expected timing of the report’s re-
lease, “Would you give prior warning when you are about
to rape someone?” and that was submitted by the Bureau to
the governor’s office on a pre-dawn morning at the very
end of December to avoid protesters.)
 
Participants also were taken to a Japanese Ground Self De-
fense Force base on which lies a 333-sq. meter piece of land
owned by Mr. Asao Takaesu. As is the situation for so many
throughout Okinawa when a military facility (US or SDF) is
built on their land, property is confiscated and rent paid to
the land owner by the Japanese Government. Though rela-
tively unknown, civil law in Japan provides for the return of
land to its owner if rental payments are refused for over ten
years and the 20-year rental agreement is rejected at the

Mr. Asao Takaesu talks about reclaiming his land

Mr. Takaesu’s land on SDF base

Mr. Shigeaki Kinjo shares his experience as a boy during
the Battle of Okinawa

learned of the experience of Okinawans during the Battle of
Okinawa through visits to the Himeyuri Peace Museum (a
memorial to high school girls who were forced into the war
effort to perform as nurses for the Imperial Forces, serving
in cave hospitals in wretched conditions, and then sent out
of the caves and onto the battlefield to die in the final days
of the war), the Peace Memorial Park (featuring a memorial
with the names of over 240,000 victims of the Battle of
Okinawa, including Okinawans, Taiwanese, Koreans, as well
as soldiers of Japan and the Allied Forces) and lastly,
Abuchiragama Cave (a 270-meter long cave that initially
housed military staff and civilians, but later included a field
hospital with nearly 1,000 dying and wounded soldiers).
 
In order to understand the present reality of Okinawa citi-
zens and their feelings of yet again being treated as persona
non-grata in their own country, participants were told about
and shown the ubiquitous presence and effects of both US
and Japanese military forces. Stopping at a hill overlooking
Futenma Marine Corps Air Station in the city of Ginowan, it
became abundantly clear why this facility is referred to as
“the most dangerous base in the world.” When the airfield
was developed after the war, Okinawans were forcibly
moved off their land without being told that it would not be
returned. Therefore, land owners relocated as closely to
their land as possible, resulting in residential homes being
built immediately opposite a military runway. Henoko, the
proposed location for a new air station, is a beautiful,
environmentally-sensitive bay that the US has suggested
could be filled in as a replacement for Futenma. Participants
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time of renewal. This is much more generous than the op-
tion available to those whose land was confiscated by the
US military: if these owners reject the agreement their land
is forcibly expropriated under the “Special Measures Law
for US Military Bases.” With perseverance and determina-
tion, Mr. Takaesu was finally able to reclaim the land that
had been handed down to him through the generations. An
SDF escort accompanied participants from the base entrance
to his strip of land, where all were treated to Okinawan hos-
pitality with singing and dancing. Through the start of what
was to be a two-day downpour, Mr. Takaesu relayed his
story and struggles as well as his dream to make his “Churasa
(“Beautiful” in the Okinawa dialect) Garden,” into a peace
park. As visitors left his patch of peace with warmed hearts
and soaked feet, they added a shovelful of dirt to the newly
planted Article 9 Peace Tree.
 
With a deepened understanding of Okinawa’s history and
present-day reality, participants then assembled at Okinawa
Christian University for the Conference and heard reports
and personal accounts of participants from Okinawa, Korea
and the Philippines, all of whom are struggling against US
military presence and/or growing national militarization.
Making an unforgettable impact was the story told by Rev.
Shigeaki Kinjo, a young boy when the Battle of Okinawa
took place. To a silent room he spoke about the “forced
mass killings” and how he was duped into participating. He
feels he was spared in order to share his story, the message

recognize and compensate the former “comfort women.” In
solidarity, protesters in Tokyo formed a human chain around
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Marking the Christmas season with prayers for peace, Heiwa
Net held its annual “Caroling for Peace” service at Tokyo
Union Church on December 16. After the service, partici-
pants joined in a peace walk to Shibuya – singing Christmas
carols and handing out prayer cards that included Japan’s
renunciation of war in Article 9 of the Constitution.
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of God’s forgiveness and to work diligently to realize peace.
After completion of the presentations, participants of the
inter-religious conference gathered into Korean, Japanese
and English language groups to work on the previously
drafted final statement; they later came back together and,
within a few hours, miraculously combined the different in-
puts into a single statement that was adopted unanimously
to enthusiastic applause.
 
In addition to this powerful final statement, a separate state-
ment proposed by Korean participants was adopted by the
Conference to protest the building of a new naval base on
Jeju Island (earlier named the “Island of Peace” by the Ko-

Junaid Ahmed and other p articipants helped to plant the
Article 9 peace tree

Participants work on conference statement
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60 women from all over Japan gathered for
the 2012 Japan Women’s Conference on Janu-
ary 20-22 at Amagi Sanso in Izu. The
chairperson for this year was Debbie Umipig-
Julian, a UMC missionary. The keynote
speaker was Koko Kondo, an A-bomb victim
from Hiroshima known as “Hibakusha.” (Her
father, Rev. Tanimoto, was written about in

John Hershey’s book, “Hiroshima” where Koko is also mentioned as an 8 month old baby.) The Japan
Women’s Conference has been held every year for the last 55 years. The dates for next year are
January 25, 26, 27. To see photos or to register go to: http://wocon.net/

Japan Women’s
Conference

The logo for the conference was designed by Debbie’s husband, Ronald Julian. The symbols
included a “W” and a “C” and the women’s symbol combined with with the sign of the cross.

rean government) and persons of faith were called upon to
attend a “solidarity visit” to the island. The solidarity visit
took place in early December with 10 participants from the
Okinawa Article 9 Conference joining other foreign and
Korean participants.
 
The Article 9 Conference statement was delivered to the
office of the Governor of Okinawa followed by a peace pro-
cession of 100 participants marching to the steady beat of
drums carried by Buddhist monks. A member of the Bud-
dhist community passed out fliers and spoke to onlookers
explaining about the “colorful” assembly of marchers.
 
Writing for the Common Global Ministries Board, Rev.
Xiaoling Zhu commented: “…this peace article is not just a
provision for the Japanese people only; it also serves as an
international peace instrument towards reductions in mili-
tary spending, promotion of nuclear-weapon-free zones,
ending violence against women, supporting conflict pre-
vention, and mitigating the negative environmental impact
of the military… it’s a gift to the world for peace!”
 
Returning participants remarked that the Article 9 Confer-
ence has grown in relevance over the last four years, as is
shown in the strength of the conference statement. Through
the hard work and extraordinary preparation of the Okinawa
planning committee and its supporters, which included pas-
tors, monks, laypeople, civic activists, as well as staff and
student volunteers from Okinawa Christian University (host
of the conference), the history of Okinawa was brought to
life, and the current situation made palpable. Deeply touched

by the Okinawan people’s absolute desire for peace and
made painfully aware of the injustices of the present reality,
each participant took home with them a renewed desire to
not just preserve the letter of Article 9, but to realize its spirit
in Okinawa and around the world. Thanks also go to the
Korean-Japanese, Korean-English and Japanese-English
interpreters, including ecumenical co-workers in Japan David
McIntosh (United Church of Canada), Martha Mensendiek
and Jeffrey Mensendiek (Kyodan, CBGM).
 
The Article 9 Conference was financially supported by vari-
ous local and international religious organizations that share
in the passion to protect Article 9 and its message of set-
tling disputes through peaceful means. These groups include
Niwano Peace Foundation, Zai-Nippon Interboard
Senkyoshi Shadan, United Church of Canada, Common
Board of Global Ministries, The United Methodist Church,
Presbyterian Church (USA), Evangelical Church in Germany,
the Evangelisches Missionwerk in Sudwestdeutschland,
and NCC Korea.
 
The conference closed with a strong sense of community
and high hopes for a 4th Article 9 Conference in 2013 (tenta-
tively scheduled to be held in the Philippines), in addition
to a deep desire to realize the goals of the conference state-
ment.
 
(Information on the first Article 9 conference in 2007 and
the ensuing statement can be found in the Summer 2008
issue of JCAN on the NCCJ website. The Jeju Statement
referred to above will also soon be on the website.)
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