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□ Welcoming remark

International Democracy Solidarity and Korea

Park Sang-jung

(Chairperson of Korea Democracy Foundation)

  On behalf of Korea Democracy Foundation, I would like to extend our 

gratitude to all the participants to 2016 International Democracy Solidarity 

Seminar. As reminding all your hardships and dedication for the Korea 

democratization I would like to express my deepest respect to all of you 

again. 

  It seemed only a few years past when I returned home from overseas' 

engagement, but it has already been more than twenty-five years. That 

actually means that we scarcely had any personal communications in the 

meantime. However, one thing seems to be common among ourselves. Just 

watching the changes taking place in Korea from our respective vantage 

point. Yes, we worked together to help bring that change which many 

committed Koreans were struggling for. Things have changed and we felt 

reasonable satisfaction and all went back to where we all belonged.

  One of the things which I noticed at the Foundation is very limited 

collection of the records of the contributions rendered by our international 

partners. It is a shameful situation and some of us felt that our friends  are 

getting old and while they are still able to travel we should organize an 

informal get together to reflect on what we have achieved together and if 

we find if worthwhile we might leave some records of it. You might feel 

burdened to engage in extra labor, but I am certain  that as we carry on 

our conversation we will hopefully begin to realize the appropriateness of 
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this idea.

  In any case I am extremely happy to see all of you and grateful for your 

accepting our humble invitation. Korea is a sort of out of place in the 

international travel map, but you all have taken trouble to come all the way. 

We are really looking forward to a stimulating conversations. In spite of 

stringent budget situation I am grateful to the Foundation for making the 

fund available to make this exercise possible.

  Being faithful to the intent of the bi-partisan legislation, the Foundation 

carried on number of programmes. and I shall lift up three main aspects of 

the on going work of the Foundation. The first is the work of the Archive. 

For more than a decade the archive carried on its work tirelessly and 

collected most important documents relevant to the history of Korean 

democratic movement. For those who research on the history of democratic 

movement in Korea our archive is probably only one important place to 

visit. There are limited score of overseas materials kept here and we are 

at present putting much efforts to collect more and add to the international 

materials we already have. Your visit this time will add to the impact which 

we are hoping to create. The second, not in the order of importance, is the 

pedagogic work among primary and secondary students with the perspective 

of democratic citizenship. Finally, the research institute is making important 

contributions in two important areas. One is the research into the history of 

democratic struggles and the complexity of the process of democratization. 

Large number of scholars collaborated with the institute and their scholarly 

works have been published. However, the linguistic barrier is yet to be 

overcome. The institute maintains its academic and political freedom not 

only for the sake of institute, but also for the sake of the integrity of the 

participating scholars. Since the Foundation is one of the agencies 

supported by the public fund distributed by the government this effort is 

considered very important.
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  By this I conclude my official greetings as the board chairman. Now 

coming to the main point of our gathering, I wish to reflect on my 

partnership experience with the friends in the international network. As I 

reflect on it, overseas solidarity partnership was in fact a work of the 

international network. At least I was not clear in my own mind in the 

beginning that our collaboration was in a real sense of the term, the 

formation of international network to provide support for the human rights 

and democratic struggles. Now, It has become much clearer.

  Actually some of you who are here  have  been in a position to provide 

various assistance not only to the Korean partners, but also to many other 

Asian partners as well. Even providing assistance you did not do it alone, 

always in consultation with others, so called donor agencies. This was once 

called ecumenical roundtable discussion. At the beginning stage I had 

chances to visit a few of them. This ecumenical process facilitated the 

creation of international network for the support of the third world 

struggles for human rights and democratization.  What I call the 

international network is in fact a courageous response of the western 

churches and agencies to the pressing needs in the third world situations.

  As the political conditions worsening in Korea under the "Yushin" system 

some of us Koreans working in the ecumenical institutions overseas quietly 

met together in Japan a number of times with Dr. Kim Kwan Suk, then the 

general secretary of NCC Korea. Myself from WCC, Kang Moon Kyu from 

WSCF, Asia, Oh Jae Shik CCA, URM, Tokyo, Son Myung Gul, United 

Methodist Church, Global Ministry, Rhee Syng Man, United Presbyterian 

Church, Ecumenical Mission and Relations,  Professor Chi Myung Kwan, the 

Tokyo Womens College,  Dr. Lee In Ha, Korean Church in Japan. After 

some discussion it was agreed to take action to create an international 

network of people and church organization to support the democratization 
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struggle in Korea and the locus and the time, WCC 5th assembly in Nairobi, 

1975. In order to prepare for the assembly action we asked the CWME, 

WCC to help call an international conference to discuss the Korean issue. 

Over 100 friends from Europe, USA and Japan came to the meeting held at 

Cenacle in Geneva. The idea of international network as a formal 

organization was not agreed to by the large number of participants, instead 

the meeting pressed the idea of Overseas Korean structure. To make a 

long story short, ICNDK (international christian network for democracy in 

Korea) was formed under the leadership of Dr. Kim Chae Joon, who was in 

temporary exile in Canada.

  Our scheme without the full endorsement of the Major churches  in Korea 

turned out to be dismal failure. Korean delegates who were allowed to 

travel to the assembly while others were held back successfully blocked 

korean issue being brought to the assembly floor. Only possibility left was 

the general secretary's privilege to intervene. THIS WAS DONE. It was 

Philip Potter who had the courage. Long time friend of Korean church from 

the missionary days, American Presbyterian leader skilfully demolished the 

general secretary's passionate appeal. Koreans should never forget this.  

Even without a formally recognized international network, our experience 

proves that ecumenical movement actualized the spiritual network of friends 

to support the Korean struggle. Nairobi assembly for us is a bad memory. It 

was mainly due to our inept skill in organization.

  To conclude my remark I would like to raise a couple of points. Today 

we are sitting together as a former benefactors and beneficiaries. I 

remember keep going to some of you for help, mostly big help. But you 

never turned me back. Keeping face is our cultural bondage, and you 

always helped me to keep my face clean. As long as I live I shall never 

forget the helping hands of yours in so numerous occasions. It may not 

have been easy decisions for you then, but now you are witnessing 
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democracy in Korea making progress, though we have still a long way to 

go to realize democracy in the Korean peninsular. Democracy is not 

something which we can buy with funds, but organized actions require 

funds. We secured the funds through the sacred ecumenical interchurchs aid 

project listing. However international network often saw the necessity to 

operate outside the system. Much of the clandestine work had to be done 

outside the project system. By this whether we have destroyed the 

ecumenical discipline or strengthened the ecumenical solidarity, we may 

need to take a serious look at it. 

  Now, some of us feel that we reached a point where we need to think 

about extending our arms to exercise solidarity with so many people around 

the world suffering in the reality of political injustice. Many Koreans would 

agree in principle, but still it is at the individual level. Our institutions such 

as National Assembly, political parties and government branches are not yet 

fully aware of our responsibility. To convince our people at all levels we 

need wisdom and well worked out strategies, and it is the time we need to 

listen to your side of the story. Hope you feel free to tell us. Thank you 

again for coming and forgive us even our hospitality is lapsing some times. 

With these things in mind I asked my colleagues to call this meeting. Hope 

you would not feel burdened. Just feel free to talk to us we are absolutely 

ready to listen to you.

Thank you.


